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LAWS OF 1955

[Came into operation on 24.3.55]
1. A Law to Amend the Tonnage Tax Law, 1946.
[Came into operation on 24.3.55]
2. A Law to Extend Further the Operation of the United States
Bases (Agreement) Law, 1941.
[Came into operation on 1.4.55]
3. A Law to Amend the Estate Duty Law, 1954.
[Came into operation on 1.5.55]
4. A Law to provide for the maintenance and regulation of supplies
and for other matters incidental thereto and connected therewith.
[Came into operation on 2.5.55]
5. A Law to Amend the Provident Fund Law, 1947.
[Came into operation on 2.5.55]
6. A Law to R atify the Agreement of the First day of November,
1954, entered into between the Governments of certain
Caribbean Territories and the West Indies Navigation Company
Limited.
[Came into operation on 2.5.55]
7. A Law to Amend the Probation of Offenders Law, 1948.
[Came into operation on 28.7.55]
8. A Law further to alter the provisions of the Imperial Order in
Council made on the 4th day of August, 1873, by Her late
M ajesty Queen Victoria under the provisions of an A ct of the
Imperial Parliament passed on the 4th day of April, 1873,
entitled “ An Act to enable Her M ajesty by Order in Council
to annex the Turks and Caicos Islands to the Colony of Jamaica” .
[Came into operation on 2.5.55]
9. A Law to Apply a sum of M oney for the service of the Year
Ending on the 31st day of March, 1956.
[Came into operation on 2.5.55]
10. A Law to Amend the Petroleum (Production) Law, 1940.
[Came into operation on 1.1.55]
11. A Law to Amend the Income Tax Law, 1954.
[Came into operation on 6.6.55]
12. A Law to provide for the protection of specified trees, the wood
of which is used in the manufacture of matches and match
boxes, and for purposes incidental thereto and connected
therewith.
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[Came into operation on 6 . 6 . 55]
13. A Law to Amend the Advertisements Regulations Law, 1947.
[Came into operation on 6 . 6 . 55]
14. A Law to make provision for refund of entertainment duty in
certain cases for the purpose of encouraging the employment
of local performers during the Tercentenary Year, 1955.
[Come into operation on 28.7.55]
15. A Law to provide for the grant of a pension to Frederick Henry
Robertson in respect of his sendees as Chairman of the Tourist
Trade Development Board.
[Came into operation on 6.6.55]
16. A Law to Amend the Banana Board Law, 1953.
[Came into operation on 6.6.55]
17. A Law to Amend the Fatal Accidents Law.
[Came into operation on 6.6.55]
18. A Law further to postpone the holding of a General Election
under the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Law and for
purposes connected therewith and related thereto.
[Came into operation on 6 . 6 . 55]
19. A Law to postpone further the holding of a General Election
under the Parochial Boards Law and for purposes connected
therewith and related thereto.
[Came into operation on 6 . 6 . 55]
20. A Law to Amend the Law as to the Effect of Death in relation
to Causes of Action and as to the awarding of interest in Civil
Proceedings.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
21. A Law to Amend the Towns and Communities Law.
[Came into operation on 8 . 9 . 55]
22. A Law to Amend the Pensions (Teachers) Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
23. A Law to enable bodies corporate to acquire and hold property
in joint tenancy.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
24. A Law to Amend the Coinage Offences Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
25. A Law to Amend the Excise Duty Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
26. A Law to Amend the Spirit Licence Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
27. A Law to Amend the Jury Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
28. A Law to Amend the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law.
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29.

[Came into operation on 1.1.51]
A Law to Amend the Pensions (Civil Service Widows and Orphans)
Law.

[Come into operation on 8.9.55 ]
30. A Law to Allow and Confirm Certain Expenditure incurred in
the Financial Year 1953-54.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55 ]
31. A Law to Provide for the Preparation and Publication of a
Supplement to the Revised Edition of the Laws of Jamaica.
[Came into operation on
]
32. A Law Relating to the establishment and enforcement of standards
for processed food intended for export and to the control of
the exportation of such food and for purposes incidental to or
connected with the foregoing purposes.
[Came into operation on 1.7.55]
33. A Law to Amend the Agricultural Small Holdings Law.
[Came into operation on 8 .9.55 ]
34. A Law to Amend the Statistics Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
35. A Law to Amend the Merrick’s Charity Law and to Validate
acts done by the Trustees appointed under that Law in pur
ported exercise of powers conferred by the said Law and the
Regulations made thereunder.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
36. A Law to Amend the Pensions Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
37. A Law to facilitate proof of and to perfect title to land in cases
of loans made to small farmers and other persons on security
thereof and to protect such security with a view to encouraging
agricultural and other development and for purposes incidental
thereto or connected therewith.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
38. A Law to Amend the Pensions (Parochial Officers) Law.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
39. A Law to Amend the Public Passenger Transport (Corporate
Area) Law.
[Came into operation on 1.7.55]
40. A Law to Amend the Irrigation Law.
[Came into operation on
]
41. A Law to Provide for the Better Regulation of Quarries.
[Came into operation on 8.9.55]
42. A Law to regulate the holding of land in this Island by or in trust
for the benefit of the governments of foreign countries.

IX
[Came into operation on 3.10.55]
43. A Law to Amend the Settled Land Law.
[Came into operation on 3.10.55]
44. A Law to Amend the Representation of the People Law.
[Came into operation on 17.10.55]
45. A Law to Amend the Sugar Industry Control Law.
[Came into operation on 17.10.55]
46. A Law to Amend the Judicature (Supreme Court) Law.
[Came into operation on 17.10.55]
47. A Law to Amend the Country Fires Law.
[Came into operation on 9.12.55]
48. A Law to make provision for the satisfaction of the whole or any
part of the purchase money or of the compensation payable
by the Government of Jamaica in respect of the purchase or
in certain specified cases of the com pulsoiy acquisition of any
land by the issue of bonds, and for the issue, negotiability and
redemption of such bonds, and the payment of interest thereon
and for matters incidental to or connected with any of the fore
going purposes.
[Came into operation on 3.11.55]
49. A Law to Amend the Constabulary Force Law.
[Came into operation on 15.12.55]
50. A Law to Amend the Textile Industry (Encouragement) Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
51. A Law to Validate and Confirm the Jury List settled for the
parish of Kingston for the year 1956.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
52. A Law to Amend the Record Office Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
53. A Law to Amend the Public Order Law.
[Came into operation on
]
54. A Law to Provide for the establishment of a Traffic Court in the
Corporate Area and for purposes incidental thereto and con
nected therewith.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
55. A Law further to Amend the Judicature (Resident Magistrates)
Law and to Validate such appointments as Clerk of the Courts
for the parish of Kingston or as Acting Clerk of the Courts for
the parish of Kingston made between the 24th day of August,
1952, and the commencement of this Law as have not been
validly made.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
56. A Law to Continue further the operation of the Public Meetings
Law.
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[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
57. A Law to Amend the Pioneer Industries (Encouragement) Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
58. A Law to Amend the Hotels Aid Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
59. A Law to Amend the Gambling Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
60. A Law to Amend the Juveniles Law.
[Came into operation on 22,12.55]
61. A Law to Amend the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Law.
[Came into operation on 22.12.55]
62. A Law to Amend the Parochial Boards Law.
[Came into operation on
]
63. A Law relating to the floor of the sea and to the foreshore and
beaches of this Island, and to the establishment of a Beach
Control Authority for the purpose of controlling and regulating
the use of the floor of the sea and of foreshore and beaches of
this Island in the interests of the public and of persons who
have acquired rights therein and for purposes incidental to
or connected with the matters aforesaid.
[Came into operation on 30.12.55]
64. A Law to Amend the Local Improvements Law.
[Came into operation on 30.12.55]
65. A Law to Amend the Prescription Law.
[Came into operation on
66. A Law to Amend the Education Law.

]

[Came into operation on
67. A Law to Repeal the Slum Clearance and Housing Law and to
dissolve the Central Housing Authority established thereunder,
to provide for the appointment of a Director of Housing with
functions, duties and powers similar to those hitherto performed
and exercised by the Central Housing Authority and for pur
poses incidental to or connected with the matters aforesaid.
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Statutes and Law s R epealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Law 7 of 1946

Number of
How affected
Law

Read and construed as one with
Section 8 (as amended by Law 1
of 1954) amended by

Law 1 of 1955

Law 76 of
1941

Read and construed as one with ]
section 4 (as inserted therein by
Law 3 of 1953) repealed and a 1 Law i of 1955
new section substituted therefor,
by
J

Law 60 of
1954

Read and construed as one with
Paragraph (a) of section 3
amended by
Subsection (2) of section 19
amended by

Law 50 of
1954
Cap. 302
Cap. 339
Law 54 of
1944
Law 8 of 1945
Law 43 of
1948
Law 40 of
1951
Law 24 of
1953
Law 17 of
1943
Law 34 of
1939
Law 25 of
1947

Law 27 of
1948

Reference made to by

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (2) of section 19
repealed and a new subsection
substituted therefor, by
Read and construed as one with
Subsection (3) of section 4
repealed and a new subsection
substituted therefor, by
Subsection (4) of section 14
deleted, by

Law 3 of 1955

) Law 4 of 1955

Law 5 of 1955

Law 7 of 1955

X II
Statutes and Law s R epealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
36 & 37 Viet.
C. 6

Cap. 482
Law 15 of
1939
Law 47 of
1949
Law 26 of
1940

Number of
How affected
Law

Reference made to, by
Section 5 of Order in Council un
der (as amended by Cap. 482)
amended by
Section 6 of Order in Council un
der (as amended by Cap. 482)
amended by
! Law 8 of 1955
Reference made to, by
Read and construed as one with
Reference made to, by

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (1) of section 4 amend
ed by
Subsection (4) of section 4 amend
ed by
Subsection (1) of section 8 amended by
Amended by insertion therein
next after subsection (1) of sec
tion 8 of new subsection as subsection (1A), by

[ Law 10 of 1955
|
|
J

Law 59 of
1954

Read and construed as one with
Amended by deletion of first
proviso to subsection (1) of
section 6 and substitution of ■ Law 11 of 1955
new proviso, by
Amended by paragraph (a) of
subsection (4) of section 6, by

Cap. 298

Reference made to, by

Law 19 of
1947

Read and construed as one with ]
Section 2 amended by insertion
of definition of “ Minister” , by l Law 13 of 1955
Section 7 amended by

Law 21 of
1938
Cap. 291

Read and construed as one with 1

Law 27 of
1947

Reference made to, by
Reference made to, by

Law 12 of 1955

Law 14 of 1955
Law 15 of 1955

XIII
Statutes and Law s R epealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected

Number of
How affected
Law

Law 24 of
1953

Read and construed as one with ]
Subsection (3) of section 33 re- |
numbered as subsection (4), by
Law 16 of 1955
Amended by insertion therein
next after subsection (2) of sec
tion 33 of new subsection (3), by

Cap. 407

Read and construed as one with
Section 4 amended by re-numbering existing section as subsection
(1), by
Law 17 of 1955
Section 4 amended by insertion of
new subsection as subsection (2) |
of the section, by

Cap. 11

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (1) of section 15 to be
read and construed as if there
were substituted new subsection ■ Law 18 of 1955
(1). by
Repealed by

Law 13 of
1954
Cap. 35

Read and construed as one with 1
Subsection (1) of section 6 to be
read and construed as if there [ Law 19 of 1955
were substituted new subsection
(1), by
j

Law 14 of
1954

Repealed by

Law 19 of 1955

Cap. 442
Cap. 407
22 & 23
Geo. V
C. 36

Reference made to by

Law 20 of 1955

Cap. 384

Read and construed as one with )
Section 16 amended by
1 Law 21 of 1955
Section 17 amended by

Cap. 288

Read and construed as one with ]
Subsection (1) of section 13
amended by
l Law 22 of 1955
Amended by insertion of subsec- j
tion (3), by

XIV
Statutes and Law s R epealed, A m ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1952

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Cap. 65

Cap. 119
Cap. 364

Cap. 186

Cap. 179

Cap. 286

Number of
How affected
Law

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (1) of section 2 amend
ed by deleting and replacing
definition of “ Her M ajesty’s
dominions” , by
Section 2 amended by insertion of
new subsection (1A) after sec
tion (1), by

Law 24 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 2 amended by

Law 25 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (3) of section 12
amended by

Law 26 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 3 repealed and replaced
by

Law 27 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 108 amended by
Section 116 amended by

Law 28 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 5 amended by insertion of
paragraph (dd) after paragraph
(d) in subsection (2) thereof, by
Section 5 amended by insertion of
subsection (3) after subsection
(2), by
Amended by insertion of new sec
tion 5A after section 5, by

Law 29 of 1955

Law 35 of '
1953

Reference made to by

Law 30 of 1955

Law 18 of
1952

Reference made to by

Law 31 of 1955

Law 27 of
1953
Law 52 of
1953
Law 11 of
1954
Law 12 of
1954

Excluded from Supplement by
Schedule to

Law 31 o f 1955

XV
Statutes and Law s Repealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Law 19 of
1954
Law 26 of
1954
Law 27 of
1954
Law 38 of
1954
Law 39 of
1954
Law 41 of
1954

Number of
How affected
Law

• Excluded from Supplement by
Schedule to

Law 31 of 1955

Cap. 165

Affected by

Cap. 8

Read and construed as one with ]
Subsection (1) of section 18 |
amended by
Law 33 of 1955
Subsection (1) of section 47
amended by
J

Cap. 368

Read and construed as one with
Section 2 amended by
Section 3 amended by
Section 4 amended by

Law 34 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Amended by insertion of new sec
tion 1A after section 1, by
Subsection (2) of section 4
amended by

Law 35 of 1955

Cap. 246

Cap. 285

Cap. 340
Cap. 222
Cap. 289

Law 32 of 1955

Read and construed as one with '
Paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub
section (1) of section 16 amend
ed by
Amended by insertion of para- 1 Law 36 of 1955
graphs (c) and (d) in subsection
(3) of section 16, by
Amended by insertion of subsec- I
tion (4) after subsection (3) of
section 16, by
| Reference made to by

1 Law 37 of 1955

XVI
Statutes and Law s R epealed, A m ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 of, 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected

Number of
How affected
Law

Cap. 287

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (1) of section 17 re
pealed and replaced by
Paragraph (b) of subsection (3)
of section 17 amended by
1 Law 38 of 1955
Amended by insertion of para
graphs (c) and (d) after paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of 1
section 17, by

Cap. 325

Read and construed as one with

Law 21 of
1953

Section 2 (as amended by Law 21
of 1953) amended by insertion
of new definition of “ the Minis
ter” , by
Section 3 (as amended by Law 21
of 1953) amended by
Subsection (5) of section 6 (as
amended by Law 21 of. 1953)
repealed and a new subsection
substituted therefor, by
Amended by insertion of para
graph (aa) in subsection (2) of
section 9 (as re-enacted by Law
21 of 1953), by
Amended by insertion of subsec
tion (3) in section 9 (as re
enacted by Law 21 of 1953), by

Law 39 of 1955

Law 39 of 1955

Cap. 168

Read and construed as one with 1
Section 44 amended by
1 Law 40 of 1955
Section 46 amended by
J

Cap. 253

Reference made to by

Law 41 of 1955

11 & 12 Geo.
V I, C. 56

Reference made to by

Law 42 of 1955

Cap. 340

Reference made to by

Law 42 of 1955

Cap. 355

Read and construed as one with )
Subsection (10) of section 2 I
amended by insertion of defini
tion of “ Trust corporation” , by > Law 43 of 1955
Subsection (1) of section 47
amended by
Section 48 repealed and replaced
by

XVII
Statutes and Law s ‘R epealed, A m ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Cap. 342

Cap. 372

Number of
How affected
Law

Read and construed as one with
Amended by insertion of section
21A after section 21, by

Law 44 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 2 amended by
Amended by insertion of section
21A after section 21, by
Subsection (1) of section 22
amended by
Subsections (1) and (3) of section
24 amended by
Subsections (6) and (7) of section
24 re-numbered as subsections
(7) and (8) respectively, by
Section 24 amended by deletion
of subsections (4) and (5) and
insertion of subsections (4), (5)
and (6) therein, by

Law 45 of 1955

Cap. 180

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (2) of section 6 amend
ed by
Amended by deletion of para
graph (e) of section 7 and inser- 1 Law 46 of 1955
tion of new paragraph (e), by
Subsection (1) of section 10 I
amended by

Cap. 81

Read and construed as one with
Section 2 amended by insertion of
new definitions, by
Subsection (1) of section 4 amend
ed by
Subsection (2) of section 4
amended by
Section 6 repealed and replaced by
Amended by deletion of para
graphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f).
(g) and (h) of subsection (1) of
section 7 and insertion of para
graphs (a), (b) and (c), by
Section 7 amended by insertion of
subsection (1A) after subsection
(1), by
Subsection (3) of section 7 amend
ed by
Form 1 in the Schedule amended
by

Law 47 of 1955

XVIII
Statutes and Law s R epealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67. o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Cap. 68
Cap. 229
Cap. 204

Law 6 of 1948
Cap. 205
Cap. 168

Number of
How affected
Law

| Reference made to by
Reference made to by
Sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph
(i) of subsection (1) of section 14
shall be determined as if there
were substituted a new subparagraph (a) thereof, by
Paragraph (ii) of subsection (1)
of section 14 affected by
Amended by insertion of new sub
section (5) after subsection (4)
in section 5, by
Amended by insertion of subparagraph (f) at end of para
graph (i) of subsection (1) of
of section 14, by
Amended by insertion of para
graph (e) in subsection (1) of
section 18, by
Repealed by
Reference made to in Schedule, by
Reference made to in Schedule, by

Law 48 of 1955

Cap. 72

Read and construed as one with
Section 3 amended by
Section 4 amended by
Section 13 amended by
Section 20 repealed by
} Law 49 of 1955
Section 30 amended by
Section 31 amended by
Section 32 amended by insertion I
of item (gg) in subsection (2), by ]

Cap. 380

Read and construed as one with
Section 3 amended by insertion of
subsection (3), by
Subsection (4) of section 5 amend
ed by deleting and replacing
definition of “ specified raw
material” , by

Law 50 of 1955

Cap. 186

Reference made to by

Law 51 of 1955

Cap. 335

Read and construed as one with
Section 16 amended by
Section 17 amended by

Law 52 of 1955

X IX
Statutes and Law s R epealed, Am ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1952

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Cap. 323
Cap. 179
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

188
346
231
277

Cap. 179

Cap. 231

Number of
How affected
Law
Read and construed as one with 1
Law 53 of 1955
Section 12 amended by
Reference made to by
Application of sections 294 to 305
of, to section 13 of
Reference made to by
) Reference made to in Schedule to
1
J

Law 54 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 14 amended by
Section 17 amended by
Marginal note to section 20
amended by

Law 55 of 1955

Read and construed as one with
Section 11 (as inserted by Law 48
of 1953) repealed and replaced
by

Law 56 of 1955

Cap. 294

Read and construed as one with ]
Subsection (1) of section 4 (as f Law 57 of 1955
amended by Law 46 of 1954) |
amended by

Cap. 152

Read and construed as one with
Section 4 (as repealed and
replaced by Law 51 of 1953)
amended by

Cap. 137

Read and construed
Subsection (1) of
amended by
Section 34 amended
of subsection (4)

Law 58 of 1955

as one with
section 34
Law 59 of 1955
by insertion
therein, by

Cap. 189

Read and construed as one with 1
Section 27 amended by insertion | Law 60 of 1955
of subsection (5) therein, by J

Cap. 192

Read and construed as one with 1
Section 187 amended by insertion
Law 61 of 1955
of paragraph (34) therein, by j

Cap. 271

Read and construed as one with 1
Section 110 amended by insertion
Law 62 of 1955
of paragraph (w) therein, by J
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Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.
Cap.

192
340
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304
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Law

| Reference made to by
Section 26 affected by
Reference made to by
Reference made to by
Repealed by

Law 63 of 1955

Cap. 227

Read and construed as one with
Subsection (1) of section 6 amend
ed by
Amended by insertion of new sec- > Law 64 of 1955
tion 6A by
Paragraph (e) of section 9 amend
ed b y
j

Cap. 304

Read and construed as one with j
Amended by insertion of new section 3A therein, by
> Law 65 of 1955
Amended by insertion of new sec
tions 8 and 9 therein, by
J

Cap. 106

Read and construed as one with
Section 61 repealed and replaced
by
Section 62 amended by
Section 63 repealed by
Sections 66 to 70 (both inclusive)
■repealed by

Cap. 192
Cap. 393
Cap. 73
Cap. 204
Cap. 277
Cap. 19
Cap. 73
Cap. 340
Cap. 360
Cap. 48

Law 65 of 1955

| Reference made to by

Section 23 affected by
Section 100 affected by
Repealed by
Section 69 amended by deletion
of definitions of “ Authority”
and “ Scheme” and substituting
definitions of “ Director” and
“ Scheme” instead, by
Subsection (1) of section 70
Amended by
Repeal and replacement of sub
section (2) of sfection 70, by

Law 67 of 1955

XXI
Statutes and Laws R epealed, A m ended or otherwise A ffected by
Law s 1 to 67 o f 1955

Statutes or
Laws
repealed or
affected
Cap 48, canid.

Number of
How affected
Law

Amendment of sections 70, 71,72,
and 73 and marginal note to
section 72, by
Amendment of marginal note to
Seventh Schedule, by

Law 67 of 1955
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1937
Law 47 of 1937.

The Pilotage Law, 1937.
1949

Law 57 of 1949.

The Veterinary Law, 1949.
1950

Law 19 of 1950.

The Phosphates (Control of Exportation) Law, 1950.
1951

Law 6 of 1951.

The Stamp Duty (Bills of Exchange) (Higher Rate)
(No. 2) Law, 1951.

List of Laws Proclaimed during 1955

Gazette

Operation

Law 4 of 1955.

The Trade Law, 1955

30.4.55

1.5.55

Law 8 of 1955.

The Turks and Caicos Islands
Legislative Board Further
Amendment Law, 1955.

28.7.55

28.7.55

Law 15 of 1955.

The Special Pension
(Frederick Henry Robertson)
Law, 1955.

28.7.55

28.7.55

Law 48 of 1955.

The Land Bonds Law, 1955

9.12.55

9.12.55

List of Laws Passed in 1955 and not Proclaimed up to 31s/ December, 1955
Law 32 of 1955.
Law 41 of 1955.
Law 54 of 1955.
Law 63 of 1955.
Law 66 of 1955.
Law 67 of 1955.

The Processed Food Law, 1955.
The Quarries Law, 1955.
The Traffic Court Law, 1955.
The Beach Control Law, 1955.
The Education (Amendment) Law, 1955.
The Housing Law, 1955.

JAMAICA

No. 1— 1955

I assent,

II-S.J

H ugh F oot,
G overnor.
23rd March, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Tonnage T ax Law, 1946.
[ 24th M arch, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1— This Law may be cited as the Tonnage T ax (Amend- short titu
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one *.nd f°n'
with the Tonnage T ax Law, 1946 (hereinafter referred to l«w 7 0i
as the principal Law) and all amendments thereto.
1948
2—
Section 8 o f the principal Law (as amended by the Amendment
Tonnage T ax (Amendment) Law, 1954) is hereby amended 8f 0“ pr£”
by the deletion from the last line o f the word “ fifty-five” cipi11 L,wand the substitution therefor o f the word “ fifty-six” .

r*'l Vi

■f
1'
■
‘1 IHb Hf *♦». -

(V M
K
u
tj '•
'

rafg^f W
>

JAMAICA

No. 2— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
G overnor.
23rd March, 1955.
A L A W .to Extend Further the Operation o f the United
States Bases (Agreement) Law, 1941.
[ 24th M arch, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the U nited States Bases
(Agreement) (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read
and construed as one w ith the United States Bases (Agreement) Law, 1941 (hereinafter referred to as the principal
Law) and all amendments thereto.

short title

fraction,
Law 76 o{
1941-

2— Section 4 o f .the principal L aw (as inserted therein by Repeal
the United States Bases (Agreement) (Amendment) Law,
laco'
1953) is hereby repealed and the follow ing section substi- se?tio.n
4
of
tuvainii
Law .
tuted therefor—
" Duration
4— This Law shall remain in force until loss.3 °f
of L aw ,
the 1st day o f May, 1957.’-.

JAMAICA

No. 3— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.J

H ugh F oot,
G overnor.
38rd March, 1955.

A L A W to Amend the Estate Duty Law, 1954
[ ls f A p ril, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Estate Duty (Amend- short title,
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one
with the Estate Duty Law, 1954, hereinafter referred to as m,ncementthe principal Law , and shall come into operation on the
1st day o f A p ril, 1955.
2 — Paragraph (a) o f section 3 o f the principal Law is Amendment
hereby amended in the follow ing respects—
(I)PofB?™mn
(a)

by inserting a comma after the word “ him self” pefi**?
near the end o f the paragraph;
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(b)

Amendment
of subsection
(2) of section
19 of princi
pal Law.

The E sta te D u ty (A m en d m en t) L aw ,

1955

by inserting after the word “ exercisable” where
it appears fo r the last .time in the paragraph the
words “ as tenant fo r life under the Settled Land
Law , o r” .

3— Subsection {2) o f section 19 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended by deleting from the subsection the word
“ power” and inserting instead the w ord “ pow er’ s” .

JAMAICA

No. 4— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.1
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
23rd March, 1955.

A L A W to provide for the maintenance and regulation o f
supplies and for other matters incidental thereto and
connected therewith.
[" The date o f any Proclamation issued by the 1
*- Governor bringing this L aw into operation. -*

E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
,

1—
„

This Law may be cited as the Trade Law. 1955, and short title
.

J ..

.

.

,

'

shall come into operation on such day as the Governor may

and oom-

mencement.

by Proclamation appoint.
2—

In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires— interpret*

“ the Board” means the Trade Board established in
accordance with this L a w ;

don.

2

L aw 50 of
1954.
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“ Exchange Control A uthority” means the Exchange
Control A uthority established in accordance with
the Exchange Control L aw , 1954;
“ export” means to take, or be concerned in taking out
o f Jamaica or the territorial waters thereof, and
“ exportation” shall be construed accordingly;
“ goods” includes all kinds o f goods, produce, wares,
merchandise, substances and animals;
“ im port” means to bring, or be concerned in bringing,
into Jamaica or the territorial waters thereof, and
“ im portation” shall be construed accordingly;
“ M inister” means the member o f Executive Council
for the time being charged w ith responsibility for
the subject o f trade.

Establish
ment of
Trade
Board.

3—
(1) There shall be established for the purposes o f this
Law a body corporate by the name o f the Trade Board.
(2)
The provisions o f the Schedule to this Law shall
have effect as to the constitution o f the Board and otherwise
in relation thereto.4

General
function
of Board.

4— W ithout prejudice to the succeeding provisions o f
this Law it shall be the function o f the Board to recommend
to the Minister programmes for maintaining, controlling
and regulating supplies so as to—
(a)

secure a sufficiency o f those essential to the well
being of the community, their equitable distribu
tion and their availability at fa ir prices;

(b)

regulate exports and imports in a manner calcu
lated to serve the interest o f the community; and

(c)

ensure generally that the resources available to the
community are used in a manner calculated to
serve the interest o f the community,

and for the furtherance o f those purposes the Board may
recommend to the Minister programmes for regulating
or prohibiting the im portation, exportation, distribution,
sale or purchase o f goods, or of any class or description o f
goods and for controlling the prices at which goods or any
class or description o f goods may be sold.

The Trade Law ,
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3

5— (1) The M inister may, after consultation w ith the Power to
chairman, give to the B oard such directions o f a general ^p£°ts,
character as he may consider necessary or expedient for ®^pr8icea_
achieving the purposes specified in section 4 o f this Law ,
and subject to the provisions o f subsection (3) o f this
section, the Board may in conform ity with such directions,
but not otherwise, by order provide for—
(1) prohibiting absolutely the im portation or exporta
tion of goods, or o f any class or description of
goods, from or to any cou n try;
(ii) prohibiting the im portation or exportation of
goods, or of any class or description o f goods,
from or to any country except under the authority
o f a licence granted by the B oa rd ;
(iii) regulating the purchase or sale o f goods, or any
class or description o f goods; and
(iv) controlling the prices at which goods, or any class
or description o f goods, may be sold whether by
wholesale or retail.
(2) Every order made by the Board under the provi
sions o f subsection (1) o f this section shall, fo r the purposes
o f any legal proceedings, be deemed to have been made in
conform ity with directions given to the Board by the
Minister under the provisions o f the said subsection.
(3) Nothing in subsection (1) o f this section shall be
deemed to authorise the Board to make any order under that
subsection regulating the exportation, purchase, sale or
price of any goods the exportation, purchase, sale or price
(as the case may be) o f which is, or may be, regulated
under or by virtue o f the provisions o f any o f the follow ing
Laws, that is to say—
(a)

the Sugar Industry Control L a w ;

Cap. 303.

(b)

the Agricultural Produce L a w ;

Cap. 339.

(c)

the Agricultural Marketing Law, 1944;

(d)

the Coconut Industry Control Law, 1945;

(e)

the Coffee Industry Regulation Law, 1948;

(f)

the Cocoa Marketing Law , 1951;

(g)

the Banana Board Law, 1953.

Law 54 of
1944.
L aw 8 of
1945.
Law 43 of
1948.
L aw 40 of
1961.
L aw 24 of
1953.

4
Power to
authorise
purchase,
sale etc.
of goods.

Supplemen
tary pro
visions as
to orders.

Daw 17 of
1943.
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6__ So fa r as it appears to the Governor in Council
necessary or expedient fo r the purposes specified in section 4
o f this Law, he may by order authorise such person as may
be designated in the order to purchase, acquire, sell or
otherwise dispose o f, on behalf o f the Government, such
goods as may be specified in the order, and make such pro
vision fo r such supplementary and incidental matters as
may be necessary for the purposes thereof.
7— (1) A n order made by the Board under the provisions
o f section 5 o f this Law —
(a)

may provide that persons carrying on or employed
in connection w ith any trade or business shall pro
duce to the Board, or any person authorised in that
behalf by the Board, such books, accounts or other
documents relating to their trade or business as the
Board may require and that such persons shall
furnish to the Board, such estimates, returns or
inform ation as the Board may from time to time
require; and
(b) may provide fo r such supplementary and inci
dental matters as may be necessary or expedient
fo r the purposes o f the order including in particu
lar the entering and inspection o f premises to
which the order relates by any person specified in
the order w ith a view to securing compliance
therewith; and
(c) notwithstanding anything contained in the Inter
pretation Law , 1943, may provide in respect o f any
breach o f the provisions o f the order, other than
a breach to which subsection (2) o f this section
refers, that the offender shall be liable on summary
conviction thereof before a Resident Magistrate
to such fine not exceeding one thousand pounds or
to such term o f imprisonment w ith or without hard
labour not exceeding twelve months as may be
prescribed therein.

(2) Where under any such order the importation o f
goods or o f any class or description o f goods, from any
country is prohibited except under the authority o f a licence

The Trade L aw ,
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granted by the Board, any goods imported in breach o f
such prohibition shall be deemed to be prohibited goods
within the meaning o f the Customs Law, 1939, which have
been imported contrary to the prohibition against their
importation, and the provisions o f section 205 o f the said
Law shall apply accordingly.

5

L aw 34 of
1939.

8—
(1) Where an order made by the Board under the pro
Grant of
import and
visions o f section 5 o f this Law prohibits the importation expert
or exportation o f any goods except under the authority o f licences.
a licence granted by the Board, the Board may, subject to
the provisions o f this section, grant or withhold licences
for the im portation or, as the case may be, exportation o f
such goods.
(2) A licence granted under this section—
(a)

may be either general or lim ited to a
specified person; and
(b) may be absolute or con dition al; and
(c) may be lim ited so as to expire on a specified
date unless renewed; and
(d) shall be revoked by the Board i f the
M inister certifies to them that in his
opinion it is in the public interest that it
should be revoked.
(3) The Minister may, after consultation w ith the
chairman, give to the B oard directions o f a general
character as to the policy to be follow ed by the Board in
the exercise and perform ance o f their functions under this
section, and the B oard shall act in accordance with such
directions and not otherwise.9
9—
(a)

(1) Any person who—
contravenes or fails to comply with any term, con
dition, or restriction o f, or subject to which, any
licence is granted by the Board under section 8 o f
this L aw ; or

(b)

in or in connection w ith any book, account or other
document or any estimate, return or information
which he is required to produce or furnish by
virtue o f any order made by the Board under this

Offences.

6
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Law , w ilfully or recklessly gives any false or mis
leading inform ation or makes any false or mis
leading statement,
shall be guilty of an offence and on summary conviction
thereof before a Resident M agistrate shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding one thousand pounds and in default of pay
ment to imprisonment w ith or without hard labour for a
term not exceeding twelve months.
(2) W here a person convicted o f an offence under sub
section (1) o f this section or o f a breach o f any order made
by the Board under this Law is a body corporate every per
son who at the time o f the commission o f the offence or
breach-was a director or officer o f the body corporate shall
be deemed to be guilty o f the offence or breach unless he
proves that it was committed without his knowledge or that
he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission
thereof.
(3) W here a person has been convicted o f any such
offence or breach the Court before whom he is convicted may
make such order as to the forfeiture or disposal o f any goods
in relation to which the offence or breach was committed as
the Court thinks fit.
(4) A n y person who attempts to com m it, or conspires
with any other person to com m it, or does any act prepar
atory to, or in any w ay aids and abets the commission of
an offence under subsection (1) (a) of this section, shall be
guilty of an offence punishable in like manner as the said
offence and the provisions o f subsection (3) o f this section
shall apply in the case of an offence under this subsection
as it applies in the case of an offence under (subsection
(1) (a) o f this section.
Restriction
of mforma-16

tlon‘

10— (1) No person (whether a member o f the Board or not)
who obtains information by virtue o f the provisions o f this
Law or o f any order made thereunder shall disclose that
information otherwise than in the discharge o f his functions
under this L aw or under any such order, or for the purposes
o f any criminal proceedings.
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7

(2) A ny person who contravenes the provisions o f this
section shall be guilty o f an offence and on summary con
viction thereof before a Resident Magistrate shall be liable
to a fine not exceeding one thousand pounds and in default
o f payment to imprisonment with or without hard labour
for a term not exceeding twelve months.
(3)
A prosecution for any offence under this section
shall not be instituted without the sanction o f the Attorney
General.
11—
(1) Whenever the M inister is satisfied that it is Minister's
necessary or expedient in the public interest that an order
under the provisions o f section 5 o f this L aw be made fo rth 
with, and that ow ing to the urgency o f the situation it is
necessary or expedient to take action in the matter without
consulting the Board, he may, on his own authority (whether
he has consulted the chairman or not) exercise any o f the
powers vested in the Board by the said section and by
sections 7 and 8 o f this Law.
(2) So soon as the M inister has made an order on
his own authority under the provisions o f subsection (1) o f
this section he shall consult the chairman in relation there
to and give to the Board directions o f a general character
under the provisions o f sections 5 and 8 o f this L aw with
respect to the matters provided fo r in the order and such
other matters relating to the order as he may consider
necessary or expedient.
(3) A ny order made by the M inister on his own
authority under the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this
section shall remain in force (unless revoked by him) until
the Board has made an order under the provisions o f section
5 o f this Law.
12—
The Governor in Council may make regulations Regulations,
generally for giving effect to the provisions o f this Law. 1
3
13— (1) A n order made by the Governor in Council under Transitional
the provisions o f section 6 o f this L aw may provide—
provisions as
r
.
to certain
(a) that all assets (including rights o f action) which assets,
immediately before the com ing into force of such
order are vested in a Competent A uthority
appointed for the purposes o f paragraph (4) of

8
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regulation 50 of the Jam aica Defence R egula
tions, 1940, shall vest as from the date o f the
com ing into force o f the order in the person
designated in the order; and
(b) that any agreement entered into by or on behalf
o f such Competent A uthority w ith any other
person and subsisting immediately before the
com ing into force of the said order, shall for all
purposes be construed as i f it had been entered
into with such other person by or on behalf of the
person designated in the order; and
(c) that any person who was .immediately before the
coming into force o f the said order entitled to
recover from the said Competent A uthority any
liquidated sum shall be entitled to recover such
sum from the person designated in the order.
(2) The person designated in any order under sub
section (1) o f this section may take such steps as may be
necessary (including proceedings in Court) to enforce any
agreement entered into by or on behalf o f such Competent
Authority and to recover any sum due under any such
agreement or which would otherwise have been recoverable
by such Competent Authority.
Transitional
provisions as
to existing
instruments
under regu
lation 50 of
Jamaica
Defence
Regulations,
1940.

14— Upon the expiry or revocation after the coming into
operation o f this L aw o f regulation 50 o f the Jamaica
Defence Regulations, 1940, all orders, regulations, licences,
permits or other instruments o f whatsoever nature made,
issued or granted under or by virtue o f the provisions o f the
said regulation 50, in relation to regulating or prohibiting
the importation, exportation, distribution, sale or purchase
o f goods, or controlling the prices at which goods may be
sold shall, i f in operation immediately before the expiry or
revocation o f the said regulation 50, be deemed to have been
made, issued or granted under or by virtue o f the provisions
o f this L aw relating to the making o f orders or the granting
o f licences, as the case may be, and may accordingly be
amended, cancelled or revoked under or by virtue o f the said
provisions o f this Law but shall continue in force until their
expiry, or until they have been revoked or cancelled under
or by virtue o f the said provisions.

The Trade L aw ,
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15— Nothing in this L aw shall make it law ful to import

Saving.

or export goods when such importation or exportation is
unlawful under any other Law.
SCHEDULE

(Section 3(2 ))

1. (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph 15 of this Schedule the
Board shall consist of eight members of whom three shall be ex-officio
members and the remainder (hereafter in this Schedule called
“ unofficial members’ ’) shall be appointed by the Governor in Council
in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph.

Constitution
of Board

(2) The ex-officio members of the Board shall be the persons for
the time being holding the offices of Trade Administrator and Exchange
Control Officer, respectively, and the person for the time being holding
the office of Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Trade and Industry
or an official of that Ministry nominated by him.
(3) The unofficial members of the Board shall be appointed by the
Governor in Council so, however, that—
(a) two members shall be persons appearing to the Governor in
Council to be qualified as having had experience of, and shown
capacity in, matters relating to trade, commerce or industry;
(b) two members shall be persons nominated by or on behalf of
the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce Limited in accordance
with paragraph 2 of this Schedule; and
(c) one member shall be a person nominated by or on behalf of
the Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association Limited in accordance
with the said paragraph.
(4) The Governor in Council shall appoint a chairman of the
Board from amongst the unofficial members thereof and a deputy
chairman from amongst the members thereof.
2. (1) Each nominating body shall as soon as possible after the
coming into force of this Law furnish to the Minister a panel of the
names of four persons whom they nominate for appointment as
unofficial members of the Board under sub-paragraphs (3) (b) and (o)
of paragraph 1 of this Schedule.

Nomina*
tiong.

(2)
If any nominating body fail to furnish such panel, or to submit
such additional name or names as may be necessary under subparagraph (4) of this paragraph, within thirty days of the receipt by
them of a written request by the Minister to do so, the Minister may,
on behalf of such nominating body, nominate such number of persons
as may be necessary in accordance with the provisions of this Schedule
for appointment as unofficial members of the Board as aforesaid.
_ (3) Any nominating body may at any time by instrument in
writing addressed to the Minister cancel the nomination of any person
whose name appears on the panel of persons nominated by them.
(4) Whenever the occasion requires each nominating body shall
submit to the Minister an additional name or names for inclusion in
the said panel in place of any name or names which have for any
reason been removed therefrom.

10
Tenure of
office of
unofficial
members.
Revocation
of appoint*
ment of
chairman,
deputy chair
man and
unofficial
members.

Resignation
of unofficial
members.
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3. An unofficial member of the Board shall, subject to the provisions
of this Schedule, hold office for a period not exceeding three years but
such member shall be eligible for re-appointment.
4. The Governor in Council may, if he thinks it expedient so to do,
at any time revoke the appointment of—
(a) the chairman or deputy chairman of the Board; and
(b) any unofficial member of the Board:
Provided that—
(i) he shall not revoke the appointment of an unofficial member,
nominated by or on behalf of any nominating body unless such
nominating body have cancelled their nomination of such
member in accordance with sub-paragraph (3) of paragraph 2
of this Schedule; and
(ii) whenever any nominating body have so cancelled the
nomination of any such member he shall revoke the
appointment of that member.
5. (1) Any unofficial member of the Board, other than the chairman
or deputy chairman, may at any time resign his office by instrument
in writing addressed to the Minister and transmitted through the chair
man, and from the date of the receipt by the Minister of such instru
ment such member shall cease to be a member of the Board.
(2)
The chairman or deputy chairman may at any time resign his
office by instrument in writing addressed to the Minister and such resig
nation shall take effect as from the date of the receipt of such instru
ment by the Minister.

Temporary
appoint
ments.

6. (1) The Governor, after consultation with the Minister, may
appoint—
(a) any person possessing the qualification described in subparagraph (3) (a) of paragraph 1 of this Schedule to act
temporarily as an unofficial member of the Board in the place
of an unofficial member, not being a member nominated by a
nominating body, who is absent or unable to act;
(b) any unofficial member of the Board to act temporarily as
chairman of the Board if the chairman is absent or unable to
act; and
(c) any member of the‘ Board to act temporarily as deputy chair
man of the Board if the deputy chairman is absent or unable
to act.
(2) The Governor may appoint any person whose name appears
on the panel furnished by a nominating body in accordance with
paragraph 2 of this Schedule to act temporarily as an unofficial member
of the Board in the place of an unofficial member nominated by such
nominating body who is absent or unable to act.

Remunera
tion of
members.

7. There shall be paid to the chairman, deputy chairman and
members of the Board such remuneration, if any, (whether by way of
salaries or travelling or other allowances) ar the Governor in Council
may determine.
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8. The names of all members of the Board as first constituted and
every change in the membership thereof shall be published in the
Gazette.

11
Publication
wf member
ship of
Board.

9. The validity of any proceedings of the Board shall not be affected
by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any defect in the
appointment of a member thereof.

Validity of
proceedings.

10. (1) The Board shall have a common seal which shall be authen
ticated by the signature of the chairman or any member of the Board
authorised to act in that behalf and the secretary of the Board and such
seal shall be officially and judicially noticed.
(2) All orders or documents, other than those required by law
to be under seal, made by, and all decisions of the Board may be signi
fied under the hand of the chairman or any member or officer of tbe
Board authorised to act in that behalf.
(3) The Board may sue and be sued in their corporate name and
may for all purposes be described by such name.

Seal.

11. The Governor shall appoint a secretary to- the Board and such
other officers and servants thereto as he may consider expedient for
securing the proper discharge of the functions of the Board under this
Law.

Appointmerit of
officers and
servants of
Board.

12. The expenses of the Board (including the remuneration of the
members and staff thereof) shall be defrayed out of sums provided for
the purpose in the annual estimates of revenue and expenditure of the
Island as approved by the House of Representatives.

Expenses
of Board.

13. (1) The Board shall meet at such times as may be necessary
or expedient for the transaction of business, and such meetings shall
be held at such places and times and on such days as the Board may
determine.
(2) The chairman may at any time call a special meeting of
the Board and shall call a special meeting upon the written request of
any two members of the Board.
(3) The chairman shall preside at the meetings of the Board
and shall have an original and casting vote, so, however, that if the
chairman is absent at any meeting of the Board the deputy chairman
shall preside in his place and shall have an original and a casting vote.
(4) The quorum of the Board shall be four including the chair
man or deputy chairman.
(5) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section the Board
shall have power to regulate their own proceedings.

Procedure
and meet
ings.

14. The Board may delegate or assign to the Trade Administrator
or any other appropriate public officer all or any of their powers or
duties under this Law, subject to such limitations as the Board may
specify, but in doing so the Board shall not thereby divest themselves
of the right to exercise concurrently all or any of the powers and duties
conferred upon them by this Law.
15. The Board may for any particular meeting or meetings thereof
co-opt an additional member or additional members not exceeding two
in number, so, however, that no such additional member shall have
the right to vote upon any question before the Board.

Delegation
of powers.

Co-option
of additional
members.
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Liability
of members
of Board.

16. No member of the Board shall be personally liable for any act
or default of the Board done or omitted to he done in good faith in
the course of the operations pf the Board.1
7

Interpreta
tion.

17. In this Schedule “ nominating body” means a body authorised
by the provisions of this Schedule to nominate a member of the Board.

JAMAICA

No. 5— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th A p r il, 1955
A L A W to Am end the P rovident Fund L aw , 1947.
[2nd M ay, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and the House of
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the P rovident Fund short
(Amendment) L aw , 1955, and shall be read and construed “ racin’,
as one with the P rovident Fund L aw , 1947 (hereinafter L aw %5 of
referred to as the principal L aw ) and all amendments 1W7‘
thereto.

title

2— Subsection (2) of section 19 o f the principal L aw is Repeal and
hereby repealed and the follow ing subsection substituted
therefor—
jP
°Laec:
lion 19 of
principal

“ (2) W here a depositor has elected under section 13 Lowof this L aw to have the whole or any part o f his

2
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com pulsory deposits applied
insurance, then—

towards a policy of

(a)

he shall have in relation to the part (if any)
o f such compulsory deposits not so applied
the right o f w ithdraw al in accordance with
the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this section;

(b)

if the p olicy o f insurance is capable o f being
surrendered to the insurance com pany for
value the depositor may be granted from the
Fund a loan of an amount not exceeding the
value of such p olicy on surrender in like
manner as if such loan were a withdrawal
under the provisions o f subsection (1) of this
section, subject to such terms and conditions
for the repayment of such loan with interest
thereon as the B oard or the Accountant
General (as the case may be) shall im pose:

Provided that in every case the loan shall be paid
from the moneys of the Fund deposited or to be
deposited in the Government Savings Bank by the
Accountant General.” .

JAMAICA

No. 6— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.J

H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th A p r ilj 1955

A L A W to R a tify the Agreement o f the First day o f
November, 1954, entered into between the Governments
o f certain Caribbean Territories and the W est Indies
Navigation Company Lim ited.
[2nd M ay, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the British Caribbean
Shipping (Agreement) Law, 1955.
2— In this Law

Short title.

Interprets-

fcion.

‘ ‘the Agreement’ ’ means the Agreement set out in the
Schedule to this L a w ;
“ the Com pany” means the W est Indies N avigation
Company Lim ited referred to in the Agreement.

•

2
Ratification
of Agree
ment.
Contribution
to subsidy.
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3— The Agreement is hereby ratified and confirmed.
4—
The Accountant General shall, on the W arrant o f the
Governor, pay out o f the revenue and other funds o f this
Island, in accordance w ith the terms and conditions o f the
Agreement, the proportion o f the annual sum specified in
the T hird Schedule to the Agreement as being payable by
the Government o f this Island to the Company.

SCHEDULE
Approved of on behalf of the
Company

Approved on behalf
of the Governments
C . d e L. I n n i s s ,
Attorney General

( S g d .)

( S g d .) S t a n l e y S . S t o n e ,

Conveyancer

A greement

AN AGREEMENT made the first day of November, 1954, between His
Excellency Major-General Sir Hubert Elvin Ranee, g . c . m . g . , g . b . e .,
c . b ., Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Trinidad
and Tobago acting herein for and on behalf of the Governments of
Barbados, British Guiana, Jamaica, Antigua, Montserrat, St. KittsNevis-Anguilla, Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia
and St. Vincent (hereinafter called “ the Governments” ) having been
duly authorised for the purpose by the Governments of the one part
and West Indies Navigation Company Limited a company incorporated
in Trinidad under the provisions of the Companies Ordinance Chapter
31, No. 1, of the Laws of the Colony of Trinidad and Tobago and
having its registered office at 72-74, South Quay, in the City of Port-ofSpain in the Island of Trinidad (hereinafter called “ the Company” )
of the other part.
W h e r e a s it is desirable to improve the communications between the
territories of the British West Indies within the jurisdiction of the
Governments for the benefit of the citizens thereof and their mutual
trade and in particular to establish a regular shipping service in addition
to the sea communications already in existence:
A n d w h e r e a s the Governments have agreed between themselves to
contribute with the assistance for the time being of Her Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom in the proportions specified in the
Third Schedule hereto towards the annual sum payable as hereinafter
provided by the Governments to the Company:

Now IT IS HEREBY AGREED 8S follows :--1—This Agreement may be terminated by either party giving to the
other six months notice in writing expiring on or at any time after the
third anniversary of a date fifteen days prior to the first sailing from
Port-of-Spain in accordance with the First Schedule to this Agreement
(hereinafter called “ the commencement date” ).
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2—
This Agreement shall not be assigned or sub-let to any person or
Company without the previous consent in writing of the Governments
which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.
3— (1) The Company shall introduce provide and maintain a regular
service between the scheduled ports for passengers and cargo (herein
after called ‘ ‘ the said services” ) and shall prosecute the voyages with
despatch and shall use its best endeavours to complete fifteen and
one half round voyages per annum between the scheduled ports in
accordance with the time schedule prescribed by the First Schedule
hereto: Provided that
(i) the Company may at its discretion but subject to the said
services being substantially maintained route the ship or ships
engaged thereon (hereinafter called ‘ ‘ the said ships” ) to call
at any unscheduled ports en route to embark or disembark
passengers and/or to take on or unload cargo;
(ii) for the purpose of dry docking or other necessary measures to
maintain the efficiency of the said ships they may be diverted
to any unscheduled port;
(iii) the Company shall in an emergency or if the best interests
of the service as a whole so require have full power as a
temporary measure to vary the route of the said ships and
to order or forbid them to enter any port.
In the event of any such variation-of the said services the
Company shall inform the Governments forthwith and shall
so far as is reasonably practicable operate feeder services so
as to mitigate any inconvenience to users of the service caused
by such variation and shall use its best endeavours to restore
the normal service with the minimum delay;
(iv) in the event of the facilities of any port of call not enabling
the said ships to be turned round in accordance with the
normal custom of the port having regard to the nature of
the service, the Company while those circumstances continue
may omit, interrupt or modify the service to that port and
the Company shall forthwith inform the Governments of the
circumstances.
(2)
The Company shall be entitled, subject to the provisions of
Clause 9, to charge such passenger fares, freight rates and other charges
a= may from time to time be prescribed by the Company. In fixing
such fares rates and charges the Company shall pay due regard to any
representations from time to time made by the Governments with
respect thereto: Provided that the Company shall be under no
obligation to grant any special or concessionary rates for the transport
of passengers or cargo.
4— (1) The Company shall provide for the said services s.s. “ Wingsang” the specification of which is set out in the Second Schedule
hereto and shall take all practicable measures to ensure that she and
any ship or ships provided by the Company in substitution for her for
the purpose of the said services are kept in the condition necessary
for the efficient performance thereof: Provided that subject to the
provisions of this Agreement if for any reason other than marine
casualty (howsoever caused) or the consequences of any hostilities or
warlike operations s.s. “ Wingsang” shall not be available for the said
services the Company shall substitute therefor to the satisfaction of
the Governments another ship or ships to provide as nearly as possible
similar services and facilities.
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(2) In the event of any suspension of the said services arising
from the failure to provide or delay in providing for the said services
s.s. “ Winosang” or another ship or ships as provided by subelause (1)
of this clause, the liability of the Governments for payment of the
annual sum payable under the provisions of Clause 6 hereof shall be
suspended during the period of such suspension and the amount of such
annual sum shall abate pro rata. Suspension or abatement of the
annual payment in such circumstances shall not prejudice the question
whether the suspension of the said services constitutes a contravention
of this Agreement but the amount by which the said annual payment
shall have been abated in pursuance of the foregoing provision of this
subclause shall be set off against any damages accruing to the Govern
ments by reason of such suspension.
(3) In the event of any
casualty (howsoever caused) or
hostilities or warlike operations
vours to procure her restoration
minimum delay.

of the said ships suffering a marine
being damaged in consequence of any
the Company shall use its best endea
to such condition as aforesaid with the

(4) If in consequence of any such marine casualty or of hostilities,
warlike operations, revolution or civil commotion the said services are
interrupted or suspended the liability of the Governments for payment
of the annual sum payable under the provisions of Clause 6 hereof shall
be suspended during the period of such interruption or suspension and
the amount of such annual sum shall abate pro rata and the Company
shall not in respect of any such interruption or suspension be subject
to any liability to the Governments or to any penalty save such abate
ment as aforesaid.
(5) If the period of any one interruption or suspension of the
said services in consequence of a marine casualty or of hostilities, war
like operations, revolution or civil commotion shall continue for six
months either party may thereupon give to the other notice in writing
determining this Agreement forthwith and upon service of such notice
the Company and the Governments shall cease be under any obligation
hereunder but without prejudice to the rights and liabilities of the
respective parties at the date of such determination.
: (6) If in consequence of any such marine casualty or hostilities
or warlike operations any of the said ships is lost or is so extensively
damaged as to be likely to be out of service for a period upwards of six
months the Company shall as soon as such loss or the extent of such
damage has been established take all reasonable steps to provide in
substitution therefor a ship or ships capable of affording substantially
the same service: Provided that if notwithstanding all reasonable
efforts on the part of the Company it shall prove impracticable within
six months of such loss or damage to procure such substitute ship or
ships on reasonable terms the provisions of subclause (5) of this Clause
relating to determination of this Agreement shall apply.
(7) Where the Governments have already made in advance a pay
ment in respect of the quarter during which an interruption or suspen
sion of the said services of the nature contemplated by subclause (2)
or subclause (4) of this Clause occurs, then except in cases where a
a refund of such payment or part thereof is made in pursuance of
Clause 6 of this Agreement, the sum paid in respect of the unexpired
period of the quarter after the date of the interruption or suspension
of the said services shall be carried forward and applied towards the
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payment due by the Governments for the next following quarter in
respect of which the Governments are liable in pursuance of this Agree
ment to pay an instalment of the annual sum payable under the provi
sions of Clause 6 hereof.
(8) The routine dry docking and routine maintenance of any of
the said ships in the course of its regular run or the partial interruption
of the said services occasioned by the exercise of the Company’s powers
of temporary interruption under Clause 3 (1) (iii) and 3 (1) (iv) hereof
shall not be regarded as constituting an interruption or suspension of
the said services for the purposes of subclause (2), (4) or (7) of this
Clause.
5—The Company shall supply to the Governments for their in
formation : —
(a) the Company’s trading account together with its audited
Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss account as soon as possible
after the end of its financial year;
(b) a copy of any charter or charters under which the said ships
or any of them have been chartered by the Company and
which is or are for the time being in force;
(c) at the request of the Governments at any time any particulars
which the Governments may reasonably require relative to
the said services including details of revenue and expenditure:
Provided that the Company shall not be called upon to furnish
information which cannot readily be ascertained by reference
to records maintained by the Company in the ordinary course
of its business.
6. In consideration of the maintenance of the said services and of
compliance with the terms and conditions of this agreement by the
company the Governments shall make to the company a payment at
the rate of £50,000 per annum payable through the Crown Agents in
London in equal quarterly instalments in advance on the first days of
January, April, July and October, the first payment to be made on
the date of the first sailing from Port-of-Spain after the commence
ment date on a proportionate basis in respect of the period from the
commencement date to the end of that quarter.
In the event of the determination of this Agreement the Company
shall refund to the Governments any sum paid in respect of any un
expired period of any quarter after the date of determination or the
date of interruption or suspension of the said services under Clause
4 (4) hereof as the case may be.
7. The Governments shall in the interests of a punctual service take
all steps that lie within their power—
(a) to avoid hindrance or delay to or interruption of the regular
and punctual operation of the facilities at the scheduled ports;
(b) to procure that the reasonable requirements of the Company
as to facilities for passenger, cargo and ship clearance inwards
and outwards, cargo assembly, lighterage, navigational aids
and other matters incidental to the arrival, turn-round and
departure of the said ships at the scheduled ports are met so
as to permit of the maintenance of a punctual service.
8. Subject to the provisions of clause 3 hereof the company shall
have sole control of the cargo and passenger schedules of the said ships
and of all bookings and arrangements relating thereto and shall at all
times have full power to route and re-route the said ships and to order
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or forbid them to enter any port and shall in all such cases inform the
Governments forthwith: Provided that the Company shall at all times
pay due regard to the cargo and passenger needs of the scheduled ports
and in particular to those of them situate in the Windward Islands
and Leeward Islands.
9. The Company shall receive for conveyance as priority cargo on
the ship or ships operating the said services all such letter and parcel
mails as shall be tendered to them by an accredited Officer or Agent
of the Postal Department of any of the Governments, and shall deliver
all such mails at their destination to an accredited Officer or Agent
of any such Department. The Company shall make reasonable provi
sion to the satisfaction of the Governments for the safety and protection
of any mails whilst in the Company’s custody. The Governments
shall remunerate the Company for the conveyance of mails as aforesaid
at such rates as prevail from time to time for the carriage of mails by
sea in the Caribbean area.
10. The ship or ships providing the said services and any feeder
services mentioned in clause 3 (1) (iii) shall be manned so far as is
practicable by West Indian crews with the exception of deck and
engineer officers who are members of the permanent staff of the owners
of the said ships.
11. (1) The Company shall procure the payment of rates of wages
and observance of hours and conditions of labour not less favourable
than those commonly recognised in respect of persons employed in a
similar capacity and in similar circumstances in the area where employ
ment takes place.
(2) Where practicable the rates of wages and the general condi
tions of employment shall be fixed by collective agreement between
the employers’ and workers’ organisations representative of the workers
concerned.
12. The Governments may request the Company to suspend the said
services and to employ the said ships or any of them for some other
purpose and the Company shall forthwith comply with such request
unless compliance involves a contravention of the provisions of the
charter under which the ship in question has been chartered in which
event the Company shall have absolute discretion to comply with or
refuse to comply with such request: Provided that if the Company
shall comply with such request and whether or not compliance involves
such a contravention as aforesaid the Governments shall indemnify the
Company in the amount of any liability, loss, damage or penalty how
soever accruing suffered or incurred in consequence of such compliance
and shall pay to the Company reasonable remuneration for the services
performed in compliance therewith.
13. Representatives of the Governments and of the Company shall
meet from time to time at intervals of not more than twelve months
to review the said services with a view to making such adjustments
and modifications thereto as in the light of. experience of traffic require
ments may appear desirable in the best interests of the service as a
whole. Such meetings shall be convened by the Executive Secretary
for the time being of the Regional Economic Committee of the British
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras (hereinafter called
“ the Executive Secretary” ) at the instance either of the Governments
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or the Company. Nothing in this Clause shall restrict the right of the
parties to amend the First Schedule hereto from time to time by mutual
agreement.
. 1'fJ
14. (1) The said ships shall have the liberty to comply with any
orders or directions as to departure, arrival, routes, ports of call, stop
pages, destinations, delivery or otherwise howsoever given by the
Government of the United Kingdom or any department thereof or by
any other Government or any department thereof or any person acting
or purporting to act with the authority of such Government or of any
department thereof or by any Committee or person having under the
terms of the War Bisks Insurance on the said ships the right to give
such orders or directions and if by reason of and in compliance with
any such orders or directions anything is done or omitted the same
shall not be deemed a breach of any covenant or condition of this
Agreement.
(2) In the event of hostilities in which Her Majesty is engaged
in consequence of which the said services are interrupted or suspended
this Agreement may be determined by not less than six months
previous notice in writing given either by the Governments to the
Company or by the Company to the Governments.
15. The Company shall procure that at all times all the relevant
provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 or any statutory modifi
cation or re-enactment thereof are complied with and shall procure the
maintenance of a valid passenger licence in accordance with the current
legislation in force in the British West Indies.
16. (1) The Executive Secretary shall be the representative of the
Governments and each of them for all the purposes of this Agreement
except the signing thereof, and the Company shall be entitled to regard
him as fully empowered to act for the Governments and each of them
for all such purposes and to regard all things done or acts performed
by him in pursuance of such purposes in the name of or on behalf of
the Governments or any one or more of them as duly and effectively
done or performed by the Governments or such one or more of them
as the case may be and any notices under this Agreement may be
served on him by the Company or by him on the Company and if so
served shall be deemed to be duly served on the Governments or the
Company as the case may be.
(2) A notice under this Agreement shall be deemed to have been
duly served—
(a) on the Executive Secretary, if the Company shall deliver the
same, addressed to the Executive Secretary at his offioe,
Hastings House, St. Michael 18, Barbados;
(b) on the Company, if the Executive Secretary shall deliver the
same, addressed to the Secretary of the Company, at the
registered office of the Company, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad.1
7
17. Any dispute arising out of this Agreement shall be settled by
Arbitration under the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1950, of the
United Kingdom. Any such arbitration shall be held at any place in
the West Indies or in the United Kingdom which may be mutually
agreed between the parties or in default of agreement at any place in
the West Indies or in the United Kingdom which may be decided by
the arbitrators.
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18. In this Agreement—
“ scheduled port" means a port mentioned in the First Schedule
hereto, as amended from time to time by mutual agreement
of the parties hereto and operative for the time being;
“ unscheduled port” means a port other than a scheduled port.
19. This Agreement shall be governed in all respects by the law of
England.

FIRST SCHEDULE
The Company shall provide an inter-island service at approximately
three weekly intervals from Trinidad (Port-of-Spain) to Grenada (St.
George’s), St. Vincent (Kingstown), Barbados (Bridgetown), St. Lucia
(Castries), Dominica (Roseau), Montserrat (Plymouth), Antigua (St.
John’s), St. Kitts (Basseterre), and Jamaica (Kingston), returning to
Trinidad (Port-of-Spain) by the same route.

SECOND SCHEDULE
S.S. “ WlNGSANG”
Ship’s Particulars:
Built
Gross Tons
Net. Reg. Tons
Signal Letters Official No.
Fitted with Radar

1938
3,560
1,941
VRBR
159488

Dimensions:
328' 3" O.A.: 310' B.P. 48' B ' th. Md.
27'. 1 Depth Md.
Light Draft: 9' 5".
Speed: Approximately 14 Knots on 22 tons of good quality furnace oil.
4 Hatches.
Derricks at No.
No.
No.
No.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Two
Three
Two
Two

@
@
@
@

5
5
5
5

tons
tons and one @ 20 tons
tons
tons

Stowage Particulars:
Bale capacity:

Total about 169,020 cubic feet which includes refrigeration space for approximately 2,600 cubic feet of
cargo and the necessary machinery space and baggage room of 927 cubic feet.

Mail Boom—1,440 cubic feet
Strong Boom—700 cubic feet

/Opens into No. 2T/D
/and can he used for cargo
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Deadweight capacity for cargo about 2,007 tons (allowing for .345 tons
bunkers, 358 tons Fresh Water, 120 tons stores and dunnage and
200 tons permanent ballast) on Max. Draft 18' 6".
Total s u m m e r deadweight capacity 3 ,0 3 0 tons.
Average immersion: 26 tons per inch.
Fuel Oil Bunker capacity: 345 tons.
Fresh Water tank capacity: 358 tons.
Passenger accommodation:
Accommodation for 20 first class passengers
Accommodation for 35 second class passengers
Berthed accommodation for 46 passengers in the poop
370 passengers may be carried in ’tween decks aft if unberthed
or 150 if berthed provided cargo is not carried in these spaces;
156 deck passengers on the weather deck aft according to seasons
and cargo commitments.
The foregoing will be subject to such variation as may be deter
mined by the West Indies Passenger Begulations, and to any
amendments from time to time that may be determined at
any renewal of the passenger licence.
THIRD SCHEDULE

Territoiy

Proposed basis for
apportioning shipping
contributions
£
10,000

%
20.0

Barbados

4,400

8.8

British Guiana

1,000

2.0

Jamaica

15,350

80.7

Antigua

850

1.7

1,250

2.5

150

.8

Trinidad

14,250

28.5

Grenada

1,000

2.0

750

1.5

St. Vincent

500

1.0

Dominica

500

1.0

£50,000

100%

United Kingdom Government

St. Kitts
Montserrat

St. Lucia

. .
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Ilf W itness W hereof the said Sm H ubert E lvin R anch, g . c. m . g .,
C.B., as agent aforesaid, on behalf of the several Governments of

g . b .e .,

Barbados, British Guiana, Jamaica, Antigua, Montserrat, St. KittsNevis-Anguilla, Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia
and St. Vincent has hereunto set his hand, and the Company has
caused the Common Seal of the Company to be hereunto affixed on
the respective dates hereinafter appearing:
Signed by

S ir

H

ubert

E

l v in

R ange ,, at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad,

B .W .I., this First day of November,
1954, in the presence of
( S g d .) S a m u e l A . H

(Sgd.)

H . E . R anch

u g g in s

of Red House, Portof-Spain,
Trinidad,
Crown Solicitor

T he Common S eal of the West
Indies Navigation Company Limited
was hereunto affixed at Port-of-

Spain, Trinidad, B .W .I., this First
day of November, 1954, by F itz william S tone &
A lcazar the
Secretaries of the Company in the
presence of R aymond E dward S hea
a Director of the said Company in
pursuance oi a resolution of the
Directors of the Company and in
conformity with the Articles of
Association of the Company in the
presence of
(Sgd.) P. S. E. Stone,
17 St. Vincent Street,
Port-of-Spain, Trini
dad, Solicitor.

(S eal)

(Sgd.) R. E. Shea
Director

( S g d .) F

it z w il l ia m

&

S tone

A lcazar

Secretaries

)

JAMAICA

No. 7— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
G overnor
29th A p ril, 1955
A L A W to A m end the Probation o f Offenders Law , 1948
[2nd M ay, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the P robation o f Offenders short
(Amendment) L aw , 1955, and shall be read and construed “ ration,
as one with the Probation o f Offenders L aw , 1948 (herein
after referred to as the principal Law ) and all amend- imb.
ments thereto.
2— Section 4 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended by
the deletion o f subsection (3) and the substitution therefor °|
o f the follow ing subsection—
Low.
“ (3) The Court by which a probation order is made
shall—
(a) furnish two copies o f the order, one copy to
be given to the probationer and the other to

title
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the probation officer under whose supervision
he is p la ce d ;
(b)

Amendment
of lection 14
of principal

Law.

in any case where the place specified in the
order (at which the probationer is to reside)
is situate w ithin another parish, transmit to
the Court for such parish all the documents
and inform ation relating to the case, and
thereupon the last mentioned Court shall be
deemed to be the Court by which the proba
tion order was made unless or until such
order is varied in accordance w ith the provi
sions o f subsection (3) o f section 10 o f this
L aw .” .

3— Section 14 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended
by the deletion o f subsection (4) thereof.

JAMAICA

No. 8— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th A pril* 1955
A L A W further to alter the provisions o f the Im perial
Order in Council made on the 4th day o f August, 1873,
by H er late M ajesty Queen V ictoria under the provisions
o f an A ct o f the Im perial Parliament passed on the 4th
day o f A p ril, 1873, entitled “ A n A c t to enable H er
M ajesty by Order in Council to annex the Turks and
Caicos Islands to the Colony o f Jam aica’ ’ .
r The date o f any Proclamation issued by the *1
*• Governor bringing the L aw into operation.

W hereas by an Order in Council made on the 4th day o f preamble.
'August, 1873, under the provisions o f an A ct o f the
Imperial Parliament passed on the 4th day o f A p ril, 1873,
entitled “ A n A ct to enable H er M ajesty by Order in Council
to annex the Turks and Caicos Islands to the Colony o f
Jamaica” it is provided, inter alia, that it shall be lawful
for the Legislature o f Jam aica from time to time to repeal
or alter any o f the provisions o f the said Order, provided,
however, that any such L aw shall have a clause suspending
the operation o f such L aw until H er M ajesty’ s pleasure
thereon has been signified in the C olony:

2
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A

nd

The Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative Board Further
Amendment Law, 1955.
w h ereas

the provisions o f the said Order were

Cap. 482.

altered by the Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative Board

L aw 16 of
1939
L aw 47 of
1949.

Amendment Law , the Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative
Board Further Amendment Law , 1939, and the Turks and
Caicos Islands Legislative Board Further Amendment Law,
1949:
A

nd

w h ereas

it is desirable further to alter the pro

visions o f the said Order in the manner hereinafter
a p p ea rin g:
E nacted

by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice

and consent of the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
Short title
and construc
tion.

1—

This L aw may be cited as the Turks

and Caicos

Islands Legislative Board Further Amendment Law, 1955,
and shall be read and construed as one w ith the said Order

Cap. 482.

in Council and the Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative
Board Amendment Law.

Amendment
of section 5
of Order in
Council.

2—

Section 5 o f the said Order in Council (as amended by

the Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative Board Am end
ment Law ) is hereby amended by deleting the w ord “ seven”
and inserting instead the w ord ‘ ‘ eleven’ ’ .

Amendment
of section 6
of Order in
Council.

Coming into
operation of
Law.

3—

Section 6 of the said Order in Council (as amended by

the Turks and Caicos Islands Legislative Board Amendment
Law) is hereby amended by deleting the words “ seven” and
“ fo u r” and inserting instead the words “ eleven” and
“ eight” respectively.
4—
This Law shall not come into operation unless and
until the Governor notifies by Proclam ation published in
the Gazette that it is Her M ajesty’ s pleasure not to disallow
the same and thereafter it shall come into operation on such
day as the Governor shall notify by the same or any other
Proclam ation.

JAMAICA

No. 9— 1955

I assent,

IL S .J

«

H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th A p ril, 1955
A L A W to A p p ly a sum o f Money for the service o f the
T ear ending on the 31st day o f March, 1956.
[2nd May, 1955]

W hereas o f .the amount o f sixteen m illion four hundred preamble,
and fifty-one thousand six hundred and eighty pounds re
quired for the service o f the Civil Government o f the Island
* o f Jamaica and fo r other purposes, for the financial year
ending on the 31st day o f M arch, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-six, the sum o f one hundred and ten
thousand six hundred and twenty-one pounds has been
provided for by Law , and it is now requisite to make a
further provision o f sixteen million three hundred and
forty-one thousand and fifty-nine pounds.
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and the House
o f Representatives.
1 — This

1955.

L aw may be cited as the A ppropriation Law,

short utie.

The Appropriation L a w ,

1955

2
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Expenditure
Authorised.

2—
The Accountant General shall on the warrant o f the
Governor, pay a sum not exceeding in the aggregate sixteen
million three hundred and forty-one thousand and fifty-nine
pounds for defraying the several charges and expenses o f the
Civil Government o f the Island, and fo r other purposes,
fo r the financial year ending on the 31st day o f March, one
thousand nine hundred and fifty-six, as set forth in the
First Schedule to this Law, and such sum is hereby charged
upon the revenues and funds o f the Island.

Bailway
Expenditure.

3—
The General Manager o f the Jam aica Government
Railw ay shall on the warrant o f the Governor, pay a sum
not exceeding in the aggregate one m illion and forty-three
thousand and thirty pounds fo r defraying the several
charges and expenses o f the Jam aica Government Railway
(not provided for by any other Law ), fo r the financial year
ending on the 31st day o f March, one thousand nine hundred
and fifty-six, as set forth in the Second Schedule to this
Law , and such sum is hereby charged upon the revenues and
other funds o f the Jam aica Government Railway.

The Appropriation Law ,

[No. 9]

1955

FIRST SCHEDULE
£

Head
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

His Excellency the Governor and Staff
Audit
Legislature
Chief Minister’s Office
Colonial Secretary’s Office
Defence
Police
Attorney General
Crown Solicitor
Resident Magistrates Courts
Supreme Court
Ministry of Finance
Accountant General
Collector General
Income Tax and Stamp Duties
Central Bureau of Statistics
Administrator General
Bankruptcy
Currency
Exchange Control Authority
Miscellaneous
Public Debt Charges
Pensions
Savings Bank
Special Funds
Loans and Long Term Advances
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Loan Societies Board ...
Co-operative Department ...
Forests
Geological Survey Department
Lands
Registration of Titles
Rio Cobre Irrigation
Surveys
Ministry of Health
Medical
Mental Hospital
...
...
;Government Chemist
Registrar General’s Department and Island Record
Office
Ministry of Local Government and Housing
Central Housing Authority
Town Planning
Ministry of Education and Social Welfare
Department of Education
Child Care and Protection
Prisons
Social Welfare Services
Ministry of Trade and Industry
Marketing Department
Carried Forward

13.660
54,820
81,160
12.890
54.890
115,780
959,270
25,950
11,610
109,950
29,690
36.650
85,200
514,760
173,770
34,030
36.450
7,660
22,250
6,000
158,330
1,389,799
467,650
54,500
657,745
7,600
69,970
549,690
48,530
18,850
33,790
10,860
143,430
14.450
36,640
87,750
245,015
1,667,475
302,860
18,490
33,620
896,740
58,300
11,290
246,210
1,891,670
139,970
323,800
119,255
30.660
42.650

... £12,064,029

3

4
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FIRST SCHEDULE ( Contd .)
Head
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

£

Brought Forward
Trade Administrator
...
—
Ministry of Labour
Printing Office
•••
i _7 Ministry of Communications and Works
Civil Aviation Department
Harbours
Post and Telegraphs
Railway
Traffic and Transport
Public Works Department
Public Works Recurrent
Public Works Extraordinary
Post Hurricane (1951) Rehabilitation
Total

12,064,029
38.490
56,090
161,450
61,700
84,530
14,990
697,060
343,030
32,360
327,200
1,080,250
695,390
684.490
£16,341,059

.
SECOND SCHEDULE

£

Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract
Abstract

A Management, Accounts, Audit and Stores
B Miscellaneous
C Engineering Branch
D Locomotive, Carriage and Wagon Branch
E Traffic Branch
F Special Expenditure
G Renewals Expenditure
H Interest Charges
I Wharf Expenditure
Total

51,907
44,040
227,058
359,733
208,513
5,500
16,925
68,412
60,942
£1,043,030

JAMAICA

No. 10— -1955

1 assent,

lL.S.1
H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th A prils 1955
A L A W to Am end the Petroleum (Production) Law, 1940.
[2nd May, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Petroleum (Production) short title
(Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed fraction,
as one with the Petroleum (Production) Law , 1940 (herein- Law 26 of
after referred to as the principal Law) and all amendments 1940'
thereto.
2— Section 4 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
•
.
of section 4
the follow ing respects—
0f principal
4.U r it

a

Law.

(a)

by deleting from subsection (1) o f the section the
words “ and the licencee or lessee is unduly ham
pered by his inability or failure to obtain such
facility, right or privilege,” ;

[No. 10] The P etroleu m (Production ) (A m en d m en t) L aw , 1955

(b)

Amendment
of section 8
of principal
I/aw.

by inserting next after the w ord “ unless” in sub
section (4) o f the section the words “ having
regard to all the circumstances the Governor in
Council is satisfied that it is in the public interest
that such ancillary right should be acquired under
the provisions o f this Law or unless’ ’ .

3— Section 8 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended in
the follow ing respects—
(a)

by deleting from subsection (1) o f the section the
words and commas “ , or otherw ise,” ;

(b)

by inserting next after subsection (1) o f the section
the follow ing subsection—
“ (1a) W here the Governor in Council is satis
fied before receiving the recommendations o f a
Commission appointed in accordance with the
provisions o f this Law or before such a Com
mission is appointed that it is expedient in the
public interest that the right applied fo r shofild
be granted, he may by order grant the right upon
the follow ing terms—
(a)

the amount o f compensation or con
sideration to be paid shall be assessed
after considering the report o f a Com
mission appointed in accordance with
the provisions o f this Law, and

(b)

the right shall not be exercised until
the licensee or lessee has deposited with
the Accountant General a sum deter
mined by the Governor in Council and
set out in the order as security for the
payment o f any compensation or Con
sideration that may in due course be
finally determined in accordance with
the provisions o f this Law,

and upon such other terms and subject to such
other conditions and for such period as he iftay
think fit.” .

JAMAICA

No. 11— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
13th May, 1955
A L A W to Amend the Income T ax Law , 1954
[1 st January, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Income T ax (Amend- short title,
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one
with the Income T ax Law , 1954 (hereinafter referred to mencement.
as the principal Law ) and shall be deemed to have come mm.69 0*
into operation on the 1st day o f January, 1955.
2— Section 6 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
the follow ing respects—
%
(a) by the deletion o f the first proviso to subsection (1) L»wo f the section and the substitution therefor o f the
follow ing proviso—
“ Provided that in respect o f income arising
from emoluments (as specified in paragraph (c)

2
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The In com e Tax

(A m en d m en t) L aw , 1955

o f section 5 o f this Law) the statutory income
shall be the income o f that person fo r the year
o f assessment:” ;
(b)

by the insertion in paragraph (a) o f subsection (4)
o f the section, next after the w ord “ than” where
that word first appears, o f the words “ dividends
and any” .

JAMAICA

No. 12— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955

A L A W to provide for the protection o f specified trees,
the w ood o f which is used in the manufacture o f
matches and match boxes, and for purposes incidental
thereto or connected therewith.
[6 th 'June, 1955]
E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—

This L aw may be cited as the Specified Trees
(Protection) (M atch Industry) L aw , 1955.

short title.

2— In this Law —
Interpret.“ the M inister” means the member o f Executive ti,D
Council charged for the time being with
responsibility for the subject o f industrial
developm ent;

2

Schedule.

Prohibition
of use of
wood from
specified
trees except
for purposes
of match
industry—■
penalty
therefor.

[No. 12] The Specified T rees ( P rotection ) (M atch Industry) Law , 1955

“ specified tree” means any tree specified in the
Schedule to this Law.
3—
(i) Subject to the provisions o f section 9 o f this
Law , no person shall—
(a) saw the w ood of any specified tree into boards or
planks; or

(b)

cut any specified tree for the purpose o f sawing
the w ood o f such tree into boards o r planks; or

(c)

use the w ood of any specified tree for any
purpose other than the manufacture or pro
duction o f matches or match boxes in a factory
that is being operated under and in accordance
with the terms o f a licence granted under the
Safeguarding o f L oca l Industries Law .

Cap. 298.

(2) A n y person who contravenes any o f the pro
visions o f subsection (1) of this section shall on summary
conviction before a Resident M agistrate be liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment
with hard labour for a term not exceeding twelve months.
Power to
enter and
inspect
premises.

Power to
require
production
of books,
accounts, etc.

4—
A ny person duly authorised in w riting by the Minister
may enter and inspect any part o f any premises where—
(a)

the business o f sawing the w ood o f any tree into
boards or planks is carried on ; or

(b)

the trade or business o f m anufacturing or p ro 
ducing any articles from w ood is carried o n ; or

(c)

he has reasonable grounds fo r believing that any
such trade or business is carried on.

5—
Every person who carries on, or is employed in con 
nection with, the trade or business o f—
(a)

cutting trees fo r the purpose o f sawing the wood
into boards or planks; or

(b)

sawing the wood o f any tree into boards or planks;
or

(c)

manufacturing or producing any articles from

wood,

The Specified Trees ( P rotection ) (M atch Industry) L aw ,
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shall at the request o f any person duly authorised in w riting
by the M inister produce or cause to be produced to such
person all or any o f the books, accounts, receipts or other
documents relating to such trade or business.
6—
A n y person authorised under section 4 o f this Law
Power to
seize wood.
to enter and inspect premises may seize any board, plank
or article, or any w ood, found thereon, in respect of which
he has reasonable ground to believe that a contravention o f
any o f the provisions o f this Law has been committed, and
any board, plank, article or wood so seized may be detained
by such person fo r a period o f fourteen days from the date
o f such seizure, or i f w ithin that period proceedings are
commenced fo r a contravention o f any o f the provisions o f
this Law in relation to such board, plank, article or wood,
then until the final determination o f such proceedings.
7— A n y person who—
(a)

assaults or obstructs any person
under section 4 o f this L aw to
any premises while such person
execution o f his duty under this

duly authorised
enter or inspect
is acting in the
L a w ; or

(b)

refuses, neglects or fails to com ply forthwith
w ith any request made under section 5 of this
L aw by a person duly authorised thereunder by
the Minister,

Penalty for
assault and
obstruction.

shall on summary conviction before a Resident M agistrate
be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to im prison
ment with hard labour for a term not exceeding six months.
Possession
8—
In a prosecution for a contravention o f any o f the
of wood of
provisions o f this L aw any w ood from any specified tree specified tree
to
found in any place or on any premises shall be deemed to presumed
be for a
be for use for a purpose other than the lawful manufacture prohibited
purpose until
or production of matches or match boxes until the con the contrary
is proved.
trary is proved.

Power to
9—
The Minister may, by instrument in w riting, grant
exempt.
permission to any person to use the w ood of any specified
tree for any purpose stated in the instrument.

4
Proof of
Minister's

authorisation.

Power to
amend
Schedule.

[No. 12] The Specified Trees (P rotection ) (M atch Industry) Law , 1955

10—
A n y document issued under the provisions of this
L aw and purporting to be signed by or on behalf o f the
M inister shall be received as prim a facie evidence of the
facts therein stated, in any legal proceeding, without
p roof being given o f the authenticity of such document or
o f the signature thereon.
11—
The M inister may by order amend the Schedule to
this Law .
SCHEDULE
Bitter Damsel
Bumose
Pepper Leaf Sweetwood

(Section 8)

JAMAICA

No. 13— 1955

I assent,

(L.S.J
H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955
A

LAW

to

Am end

the Advertisements
L aw , 1947

Regulation

[6£7i ‘J une, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Advertisements short title
Regulation (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read struoidon.
and construed as one with the Advertisements Regulation Law w of
Law, 1947 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Law ) 1947‘
and all amendments thereto.

2— Section 2 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
by the insertion immediately after the definition o f of principal
“ hoarding” o f the follow ing definition—
Law'

“ “ the M in iste r” means the member of Executive
Council fo r the time being charged w ith
responsibility for the subject of communica
tions ;”

2
Amendment
of section 7
of principal

Law.

[No. 13] The A d vertisem en ts R egulation (A m end m ent) Law , 1955

3— Section 7 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended by
the deletion o f the words “ Governor in Executive Council”
wherever they appear in the section, and the substitution
therefor o f the w ord “ M inister” in each case.

JAMAICA

No. 14— 1955

I assent.

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955
A L A W to make provision fo r refund o f entertainment
duty in certain cases for the purpose o f encouraging the
employment o f local performers during the Tercentenary
Tear, 1955.
[6 th 'June, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Entertainment Duty short title
(Tercentenary Year) Law , 1955, and shall be read and tion.
construed as one with the Entertainment Duty Law , 1938 Law 21 of
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Law) and all 19 '
amendments thereto.
2— In this Law
“ duty” means entertainment duty chargeable under the
principal L aw ,

Interpreta
tion.

[No. 14]

Cap. 291.
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“ exhibition” means any exhibition by means o f mutoscope, cinematograph2 including sound-films, or
similar apparatus, conducted, presented or given
w ith the permission o f the A uthority constituted
under the Cinematograph L aw ;
“ performance” means any theatrical performance,
variety entertainment or conjurers entertainment;
“ perform er” means a person ordinarily resident in
this Island who is paid remuneration fo r taking
part in a perform ance;
“ production” means an entertainment consisting o f
one or more performances held in conjunction with
one or more exhibitions.

Refund of
duty.

Total amount
that may be
refunded.

Statement in
the form in
the Schedule
to accoir^aoy
cla im .'

Conditions of
refund.

3—
W here duty has been paid in respect o f a production
which took place after the commencement o f this Law the
proprietor o f the production shall be entitled, subject to the
provisions o f this Law, to a refund o f an amount equal to
the total sum paid by him to performers as remuneration
for taking part in the performance which form ed part o f
the production.
4—
The total amount that may be refunded under this
Law to the proprietor o f a production shall not exceed the
total amount o f duty paid in respect o f the production or
ten pounds whichever is the less.

5—
A claim for a refund o f duty shall be made to the
Collector and shall be accompanied by a statement sup
ported by a declaration on oath and verification by a Justice
o f the Peace in the form set out in the Schedule to this Law.
6—
The Collector shall not refund any duty unless he is
satisfied that—
(a)

the form referred to in section 5 o f this Law has
been duly completed and signed;

(b)

every person in respect o f whom the refund is
claimed is a bona fide perform er;

The E n tertainm en t D u ty ( T ercen ten ary Year) L aw ,
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(c)

the duration o f any performances form ing part o f
the production did not exceed in the aggregate onethird o f the duration o f the production;

(d)

thie remuneration paid is not unduly generous,
having regard to current rates o f remuneration
paid to perform ers; and

(e)

the claim is made not later than twenty-one days
after the date on which the production took place.

7—
A n y person aggrieved by a decision o f the Collector
Appeal to
Collector
under section 6 o f this L aw may, w ithin seven days o f a Qeneral.
refusal to refund the duty, appeal in w riting to the
Collector General whose decision shall be final and not
subject to any further right o f appeal.
8—
This Law shall remain in operation until and Duration.
in 
cluding the thirty-first day o f December, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-five and shall then expire without preju 
dice to claims fo r refunds o f duty paid in respect o f
productions which took place on or before that date.
SCHEDULE
The

(Section 5)

E ntertainment D o t y ( T e r c e n t e n a r y Y e a r ) L a w , 1955

Statement accompanying claim for refund.
Name of Proprietor!
of the Production/...................................................................................
Residential Postal 1
Address
/ ...................................................................................
Name of Place of !
Entertainment ( f ...................................................................................
Address of Place oft
Entertainment
/ ...................................................................................
Payments
Name o f
Performer

Date o f
Performance

Nature o f
Performance

Duration o f
Performance

Duration of
Production

Total remuneration paid

Bemnneration
paid

£

a.

d.

3

4
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Declaration
I declare on oath that the performers listed above are bona fide
performers and that the particulars stated in respect of each performer
and the duration of the performance's) and the production are correct.

Signature of Proprietor
Verification
I ................................................................................. Justice of the Peace
for the parish of.............................................................hereby verify that
the proprietor whose name appears hereon and whose signature above
was affixed in my presence has declared to me on oath that the particu
lars set out above are correct and that the payments listed to the
total of.................................................................... were truly made to the
persons mentioned for performances at the said place of entertainment
on the.......... ...........day of............ !.......................................1955.

Justice of the Peace
N.B.— T h i s F o b m together with original receipts signed by the perform
ers listed is to be presented to the Collector of Taxes when a
refund of entertainment duty is claimed.

JAMAICA

No. 15— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955

A L A W to provide fo r the grant o f a pension to Frederick
Henry Robertson in respect o f his services as Chairman
o f the Tourist Trade Development Board.
|~The date o f any Proclamation issued by the~|
- Governor bring the Law into operation.

W hereas Frederick Henry Robertson served as Chair
man o f the Tourist Trade Development Board from the 30th
day o f October, 1936, to the 31st day o f March, 1955, both
inclusive:
A nd whereas the said Frederick Henry Robertson
served as Chairman o f the said Board from the 30th day o f
October, 1936, to the 31st day o f M arch, 1938, without
rem uneration:
A nd whereas the said Frederick H enry Robertson is not
eligible for a pension in respect o f his services as Chairman
o f the said Board :

[No. 15] The Special P ension (F red erick H en ry R obertson ) Law , 1955

A nd whereas it is deemed right and just that the said
Frederick Henry Robertson should be granted a pension
out o f the General Revenues o f this Island in respect o f his
services as Chairman o f the said Board :
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Short title
and com
mencement.

1—
This L aw may be cited as the Special Pension
(Frederick Henry Robertson) Law , 1955, and shall come
into operation on a day to be appointed by the Governor by
Proclamation published in the Gazette.

Grant of
penaion.

2—
(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any
Law, as from the 1st day o f A p ril, 1955, there shall be paid
to Frederick H enry Robertson out o f the General Revenues
o f this Island a pension at the rate o f three hundred and
thirty-one pounds ten shillings per annum.

Law 27 of
1947.

(2)
The pension hereby granted shall be deemed to be
a pension granted under the Pensions Law, 1947, or any
law amending or substituted fo r the same and shall be
subject, save as herein provided, to the provisions o f the
said Law and the Regulations made thereunder.

JAMAICA

No. 16— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.J

H

F oot,

ugh

Governor
3rd June, 1955
A L A W to Amend the Banana Board Law , 1953.
[6fA 'June, 1955]
E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Banana Board (Amend- short title
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one section!
with the Banana Board Law, 1953, hereinafter referred Law 24 of
to as the principal Law.
2— Section 33 o f the principal Law is hereby amended Amendment
•
in
e 11
■
'
1
of section 89
in the follow ing respects—
of principal
Law.

(a)

by renumbering subsection (3) as subsection (4);

(b)

by inserting therein next after subsection (2) the
follow ing subsection as subsection (3)—
“ (3) Notwithstanding anything to the con
trary contained in any Law, in any case in

2
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The Banana Board

(A m en d m en t ) L aw , 1955

which an agreement fo r a loan fo r use in
developing any banana cultivation was entered
into between the Commissioner o f Commerce
and Industries and any other person, the Board
shall be deemed to be a party to the agreement
and to have all the rights and obligations
granted to or imposed on the Commissioner o f
Commerce and Industries by such agreement,
and may sue or be sued in respect thereof, and
any instrument or duplicate thereof purporting
to contain the terms and conditions o f any such
agreement and purporting to be signed by or
on behalf o f any borrower shall be received as
prima facie evidence o f the facts therein
stated and o f such terms and conditions, in any
legal proceeding, without p roof being given o f
the authenticity o f such instrument or duplicate
or o f any signature thereon.” .

JAMAICA

No. 17— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955

A L A W to Am end the Fatal Accidents Law.
\§th 'June, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Fatal A ccidents Short title
(Amendment) L aw , 1955, and shall be read and oonstrued “ rac'tton.
as one w ith the Fatal A ccidents L aw (hereinafter referred
to as the principal L aw ) and all amendments thereto.
2— Section 4 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended in Amendment
the follow ing respects—
.
Ltw.

(a)

by re-numbering the existing section as subsection (1) o f the section;

2
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The F atal A cciden ts

(A m en d m en t) Law , 1955

by inserting the follow ing subsection as sub
section (2) o f the section—
“ (2) In any such action damages may be
awarded in respect o f the funeral expenses of
the deceased person if such expenses have been
incurred by the parties for whose benefit the
action is brought.” .

JAMAICA

No. 18— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955

A Law further to postpone the holding o f a General
Election under the K ingston and St. A ndrew Corporation
Law and fo r purposes connected therewith and related
thereto.
[6£A 'June, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— T his Law may be cited as the Kingston and St. short title
Andrew Corporation General Election (Postponement) Son.00”8
Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one with
the Kingston and St. A ndrew Corporation Law (hereinafter Cap. n .
referred to as the principal Law) and all amendments
thereto.

2

Modification
of principal
Law .

[No. 18] The K ingston and S t. A ndrew Corporation General E lection
(.P ostp on em en t ) L aw , 1955

2—
D uring the continuance in force o f this Law the
principal L aw shall be read and construed as if there
were substituted for subsection (1) o f section 15 the
follow ing subsection—
“ (1) A general election o f members to serve
on the Council o f the K ingston and St. Andrew
Corporation shall be held in the Corporate Area
on such day or days before the 1st day o f A pril,
1956, as the Governor in Council may in his
absolute discretion by proclam ation appoint.” .

Repeal of
Law 13 of
1954.

3—
The K ingston and St. A ndrew Corporation General
Election (Postponement) Law, 1954 is hereby repealed.

Duration of
Law .

4—
This Law shall continue in force until the 1st day o f
A p ril, 1956, and shall then expire.

JAMAICA

No. 19— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955
A L A W to postpone further the holding o f a General
Election under the Parochial Boards L aw and fo r pur
poses connected therewith and related thereto.
[6 th 'June, 1955]
E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1 — This L aw may be cited as the Parochial Boards short title.
General Election (Postponement) Law , 1955, and shall be struction.
read and construed as one w ith the Parochial Boards Law cap. as.
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Law ) and all
amendments thereto.
-

««

2__D uring the continuance in force o f this Law the p n n - Modification
cipal Law shall be read and construed as if there were i*,,£rmcip'1
substituted for subsection (1) o f section 6 the follow ing
subsection—
“ (1) A general election o f members to serve
on the Parochial Board fo r each parish shall be

TNo 191
L *

The Parochial Boards G eneral E lection
L aw , 1955

( P ostp on em en t )

held In such parish on such day or days before
the 1st day o f A p ril, 1956, as the Governor in
Council may in his absolute discretion by
proclam ation a ppoin t.” .
3—
(1) F or the avoidance o f doubt it is hereby declared
that notwithstanding any provision to the contrary
in the principal L aw , the powers and duties o f the
P arochial B oard o f Trelawny shall continue to be
exercised and perform ed by such person or persons as the
Governor may from time to time appoint in that behalf
until a new Board shall have been elected at the general
election next after the 1st day o f June, 1955.

Parochial
Board of
Trelawny.

(2) This section shall be deemed to have come into
operation on the 1st day o f J u ly, 1954.
4—
The P arochial Boards General Election (Postpone
ment) Law , 1954 is hereby repealed.5

Repeal of
L aw 14 of
1954.
Duration
Law .

of

5— This L aw shall continue in force until the 1st day o f
A p ril, 1956, and shall then expire.

JAMAICA

No. 20— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
3rd June, 1955

A L A W to Am end the L aw as to the Effect o f Death in
relation to Causes o f A ction and as to the awarding o f
interest in Civil Proceedings.
[6£/ a 'June, 1955]

E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Law , 1955.2
*

the

L aw

R eform

short title.

2— (1) Subject to the provisions o f this section, on the Effect of
death of any person after the commencement o f this Law JSS™
all causes o f action subsisting against or vested in him
shall survive against, or, as the case may be, for the
benefit o f, his estate: P rovided that this subsection shall
not apply to causes o f action for defamation or seduction

2

[No. 20]

Cap. 443.

or for inducing one spouse to leave or remain apart from
the other or to claims under section 31 o f the D ivorce Law
for damages on the ground o f adultery.

The Law Reform, (M iscellaneous Provisions) Law ,

1955

(2) W here a cause o f action survives as aforesaid for
the benefit o f the estate o f a deceased person, the damages
recoverable for the benefit o f the estate o f that person—
(a)

shall not include any exem plary dam ages;

(b)

in the case o f a breach o f promise to marry shall
be lim ited to such damage, if any, to the estate
o f that person as flows from the breach o f promise
to m a rry;

' (c)

where the death o f that person has been caused
by the act or omission which gives rise to the
cause o f action, shall be calculated without
reference to any loss o r gain to his estate
consequent on his death, except that a sum in
respect o f funeral expenses may be included.

(3) No proceedings shall be maintainable in respect
o f a cause o f action in tort which by virtue o f this section
has survived against the estate o f a deceased person,
unless either—
(a)

proceedings against him in respect o f that cause
o f action were pending at the date o f his death;
or

(b)

the cause o f action arose not earlier than six
months before his death and proceedings are
taken in respect thereof not later than six months
after his personal representative took out
representation.4

(4) W here damage has been suffered by reason of
any act or omission in respect o f which a capse o f action
would have subsisted against any person if that person
had not died before or at the same time as the damage was
suffered, there shall be deemed, for the purposes o f this
Law , to have been subsisting against him before his death
such cause o f action in respect o f that act or omission as
would have subsisted if he had died after the damage was
suffered.

The Law R eform ( M iscellaneous Provisions) Law ,

1955

[No. 20]

(5) The rights conferred by this L aw for the benefit
of the estates o f deceased persons shall be in addition to
and not in derogation o f any rights conferred on the
dependants o f deceased persons by the Fatal Accidents
Law or the Carriage by A ir A ct, 1932, o f the Im perial
Parliam ent, as applied to Jam aica by the Carriage by A ir
(Colonies, Protectorates and M andated Territories)
Order, 1953, and the Carriage by A ir (Non-international
Carriage) (Colonies, Protectorates and Trust Territories)
Order, 1953, and so much o f this L aw as relates to causes
of action against the estates o f deceased persons shall
apply in relation to causes o f action under the aforesaid
Law and aforesaid A c t as it applies in relation to other
causes o f action not expressly excepted from the operation
of subsection (1) o f this section.

3

Cap. 407.
22 and 23
Geo. V c.
36.

(6) In the event o f the insolvency o f an estate
against which proceedings are maintainable by virtue o f
this section, any liability in respect o f the cause o f action
in respect o f which the proceedings are maintainable shall
be deemed to be a debt provable in the administration o f
the estate, notwithstanding that it is a demand in the
nature o f unliquidated damages arising otherwise than
by a contract, promise or breach o f trust.
3— In any proceedings tried in any Court o f Record for
the recovery o f any debt or damages, the Court may, if it
thinks fit, order that there shall be included in the sum
for which judgm ent is given interest at such rate as it
thinks fit on the whole or any part o f the debt or damage
for the whole or any part o f the period between the date
when the cause o f action arose and the date o f the
judgm ent:
Provided that nothing in this section —
(a)

shall authorise
interest; or

the

giving

of

interest

upon

(b)

shall apply in relation to any debt upon which
interest is payable as o f right whether by virtue
o f any agreement or otherw ise; or

(c)

shall affect the damages recoverable for the
dishonour o f a bill o f exchange.

Power of
Courts of
Record to
award
interest on
dclits and
damages.

JAMAICA

No. 21— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
5th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Towns and Communities Law .
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Towns and Com- short title
inunities (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and “tnruC£”“‘
construed as one w ith the Towns and Communities Law , Cap ^
hereinafter referred to as the principal Law.
2—
Section 16 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended by Amendment
deleting the fu ll stop at the end thereof and inserting °J B“ t“ ° a113
*6
instead a comma and the words ‘ ‘or prohibit the opening on
Sunday o f the shops w ithin the terminal buildings at the
Montego Bay and the Palisadoes A irp orts.”
3— Section 17 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
r
_*
.
.
, .
.
of section 17
by deleting the fu ll stop at the end thereof and inserting 0f principal
instead a comma and the words “ or on Sunday, o f any Law'
goods, wares or merchandize at the shops w ithin the
terminal buildings at the Montego Bay and the Palisadoes
A irports.” .

JAMAICA

No. 22— 1955

I assent.

[I.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
5th September, 1955.

A L A W to Amend the Pensions (Teachers) Law
[ 8 th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Pensions (Teachers) Short title
(Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed construction,
as one with the Pensions (Teachers) Law, hereinafter
m
referred to as the principal Law.2
2— Section 13 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
.
.
.
.
.
.
o f section 13
the follow ing respects
of principal
Law.

(a)

by deleting from subsection (1) the words “ nine
months’ salary o f such teacher’ ’ and inserting
instead “ either nine months’ salary o f such teacher

2

[N o. 22]

The Pensions

( T eachers ) (A m en d m en t ) Law, 1955

or his oommuted pension gratuity, i f any, which
ever is the greater.” ;
(b)

by inserting the follow ing subsection as subsection

(3 )“ (3) For .the purpose o f this section
“ commuted pension gratuity” means the
gratuity, i f any, which might have been
granted to the teacher under regulation 22
o f the Regulations contained in the
Schedule to this Law , i f he had retired at
the date o f his death in the circumstances
described in paragraph (iii) o f subsection
(1) o f section 6 o f this Law and had elected
to receive a gratuity and reduced pension.” .

JAMAICA

No. 23— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
5th September, 1955.
A L A W to enable bodies corporate to acquire and hold
property in join t tenancy.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Bodies Corporate (Joint short title.
Tenancy) Law, 1955.2
2— (1) A body corporate shall be capable o f acquiring ?°wer of
and holding any real or personal property in join t tenancy to'hoid °ns
in the same manner as i f it were an individual; and where as°^t
a body corporate and an individual, or tw o or more bodies tenantscorporate, become entitled to any such property under cir
cumstances or by virtue o f any instrument which would, if
the body corporate had been an individual, have created a
joint tenancy, they shall be entitled to the property as join t
tenants:

2

[No. 231

The B odies Corporate (Joint T enancy) Law ,

1955

Provided that the acquisition and holding o f property
by a body corporate in join t tenancy shall be subject to the
like conditions and restrictions as attach to the acquisition
and holding o f property by a body corporate in severalty.
(2) W here a body corporate is join t tenant o f any
property, then on its dissolution the property shall devolve
on the other join t tenant.

JAMAICA

No. 24— 1955

I assent,

[LSI
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
5th September, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Coinage Offences Law.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Coinage Offences Short
(Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed itroetkm.
as one with the Coinage Offences Law, hereinafter referred Cbp- 6Sto as the principal Law. 2
2— Section 2 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended in Amendment
P u
.
,
of section
the follow ing respects—
2 0f prin
,i

cipal Law.

(a)

by deleting from subsection (1) o f the section the
definition o f “ H er M ajesty’ s dominions’ ’ and
inserting instead the follow ing definition—
“ H er M ajesty’ s dominions” in the fore
going definitions includes any British
protectorate or protected state, and

title

2
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c
(b)

The Coinage O ffences

165

(A m en d m en t ) L aw , 1955

any mandated territory or trust ter
ritory as respectively defined in subsection (1) o f section 61 o f the Inter
pretation L a w .” ;

by inserting next after subsection (1) o f the section
the follow ing subsection as subsection (1a)—
“

o *io oeo.
6 c. 7*.

(1 a) A ll references to silver coin in this
L aw shall include a reference to coin o f
cupro-nickel and to coin o f any other metal
or mixture o f metals specified in any
proclamation made under the power con
ferred by paragraph (c) o f section 3 o f the
Coinage A ct, 1946 o f the U nited Kingdom,
and accordingly such coin shall be excluded
from the definition o f “ copper coin” in sub
section (1) o f this section.” .

JAMAICA

No. 25— 1955

I assent.

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Excise Duty Law
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Excise Duty (Amend- short title
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one *^n.con,trnc'
with the Excise Duty Law (hereinafter referred to as the Cap. 119.
principal Law) and all amendments thereto.2
2— Section 2 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
.
r
r
of section 2
the follow ing respects—
of principal
Law.

(a)

by the deletion from the definition o f “ alcohol”
appearing in the section o f the figures “ 155” and
the substitution therefor o f the figures “ 165” ;

(b) by the deletion from the definition o f “ rum”
appearing in the section o f the figures “ 155” and
the substitution therefor o f the figures “ 165” .

JAMAICA

No. 26— 1955

I assent.

[LSI

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.

A L A W to Amend the S pirit Licence Law.

[ 8th September, 1955 ]

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the S pirit Licence (Amend- short title
ment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed as one ‘traction,
with the S pirit Licence Law (hereinafter referred to as c«p. 3m .
the principal Law ) and all amendments thereto.2
2— Subsection (3) o f section 12 o f the principal Law is Amendment
hereby amended by the deletion therefrom o f the words «f principal
“ preside at all meetings in the absence o f ness” and the 'L*w'
substitution therefor o f the words “ form a quorum fo r the
transaction o f business” .

v

• /

*■'

JAMAICA

No. 27— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Jury Law.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and oonsent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Jury (Amendment) short title
Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one with the “traction.
Jury Law, hereinafter referred to as the principal Law. Cap. i86.
2—
Section 3 o f the principal Law is hereby repealed Repeal and
and the follow ing section substituted therefor—
^sectionT*
3 of prill-

“Aliens.
n * 12
®“ '62
*6

3— No person who is not a British subject clpal Lawwithin the meaning o f the British Nationality A ct, 1948 o f the United K ingdom , or any
A ot for the time being in force defining
British nationality, shall be qualified to serve
on ju ries.” .

JAMAICA

No. 28— 1955

[L.S.]
I assent,

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Judicature (Resident Magistrates)
Law .
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the Judicature (Resident 8hort *»**•
*
. '
and ConMagistrates) (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read etruction.
and construed as one w ith the Judicature (Resident CBp- 179
Magistrates) Law hereinafter referred to as the principal
Law.
2— Section 108 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
by deleting the words “ three hundred” and inserting in- ipsT/prinstead the words “ one thousand” .
Clpal
3— Section 116 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
by deleting the words “ three hundred” and inserting in- ii6“ f°prinstead the words “ one thousand” .
0,91,1 L*w’

2
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The Judicature (Resident Magistrates) (Amendment)
Law, 1955

Legal proseedings
pending.

4— The enactment o f this L aw shall not affect any legal
proceeding which has been instituted or commenced before
the commencement o f this Law , or any remedy in respect
o f any such legal proceeding to enforce or establish any
right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, accrued
or incurred before that date and any such legal proceeding
or remedy may be continued or enforced as i f this Law had
not been enacted.

JAMAICA

No. 29— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Pensions (Civil Service W idow s and
Orphans) Law.
[ ls£ January, 1951 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Pensions (Civil Service short title.
W idows and Orphans) (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall “ “ l011
be read and construed as one w ith the Pensions (C ivil “ “ cement.
Service W idow s and Orphans) Law, hereinafter referred
p‘
to as the principal L aw and shall be deemed to have come
into operation on the 1st day o f January, 1951.
2—
In this Law the expression “ appointed day” means
the day on which this Law is enacted.

interpre-

2

[No. 29] The Pensions ( Civil S ervice W idow s and Orphans)
(A m en d m en t) L aw , 1955

Amendment
of section 5
of principal

3—
Section 5 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in
the follow ing respects—

Law.

(a)

by inserting immediately after paragraph (d) o f
subsection (2) the follow ing paragraph as
paragraph (dd)—
“ (dd)

(b)

contributors to the Oversea Super
annuation Scheme fo r so long as they are
required to contribute thereto, unless
already contributing under this Law ,” ;

by inserting immediately after subsection (2) the
follow ing subsection as subsection (3)— .
“ (3) A n y officer who has claimed exemption
from the obligation to become a contributor
under this Law by virtue o f subsection (1) of
section 5a o f this L aw and who subsequently
becomes ineligible to continue as a contributor
to the Oversea Superannuation Scheme, shall
become a contributor under the provisions o f this
Law from the date on which he ceases to be a
contributor in the said scheme, unless he is
otherwise ineligible or not liable to do so.” .

Insertion of
new section
5a in prin
cipal Law.

4—
The principal Law is hereby amended by inserting
immediately after section 5 thereof the follow ing section as
section 5a—

“Exemptions.

5a— (1) A n y officer who is or becomes a
contributor to the Oversea Superannuation
Scheme may claim exemption from the
obligation to continue to be a contributor
under this Law, provided that every such
claim shall be made in w riting and shall be
received by the Comptroller within three
months from the date upon which such officer
first became a contributor to the said Scheme
or not later than three months after the
appointed day, whichever shall be the later.
(2) Every such claim fo r exemption
shall take effect from the date upon which

The Pensions ( Civil S ervice W idow s and Orphans)
(.A m end m ent) L aw , 1955

*
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the officer first became a contributor to the
said Oversea Superannuation Scheme and
the amount o f any contributions which he
shall have made under this Law since that
date shall be refunded to him without
interest.
(3) A s from the date upon which any
such claim to exemption shall take effect, the
officer by whom the claim was made shall be
deemed, in respect o f all rights arising from
his contributions made under this Law prior
to that date, to be subject to the provisions
o f section 9 o f this Law to the same extent
as i f he had le ft the service o f the Island on
that date.” .

3

JAMAICA

No. 30— 1955

I assent,

IL.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955
A L A W to A llow and Confirm Certain Expenditure
incurred in the Financial Year 1953-54.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
W hereas o f the amount o f One M illion One Hundred Preamble,
and F ifty Thousand and Tw o H undred and Eighty-Six
Pounds and Twopence H alf-P enny necessarily incurred
during the financial year 1953-54 on certain services (not Law 35 0i
provided by the A ppropriation Law , 1953) F orty-four 195SThousand and Seven H undred and Twenty-Two Pounds
Nine Shillings and Fourpence has been provided fo r by
Law, and it is now requisite to make a further provision
for One M illion One Hundred and Five Thousand Five
Hundred and Sixty-Three Pounds Ten Shillings and
Tenpence H a lf-P e n n y :
A nd w h e r e a s the amount o f Eighty-One Thousand and
Four Hundred and Eighty-Tw o Pounds Ten Shillings was
necessarily incurred during the said financial year by the
General Manager o f the Jamaica Government Railway for

2

Law 35 of
1953.

[No. 30]

The S u pplem entary Appropriation

(1953-54) L aw , 1955

defraying the several charges and expenses o f the said
R ailw ay (not provided by the A ppropriation Law , 1953)
and it is now requisite to make a further provision fo r
Eighty-One Thousand and Four Hundred and Eighty-Two
Pounds Ten S hillings:
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

Short title.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Supplementary A p p ro
priation (1953-54) Law , 1955.

Amount
authorised
for the
financial year
1953-54

2—
The expenditure during the financial year 1953-54 to
the amount o f One M illion One H undred and Five
Thousand Five H undred and Sixty-Three Pounds Ten
Shillings and Tenpence H alf-penny on certain services
set forth in the F irst Schedule to this Law and not
provided fo r or not fu lly provided fo r by the A ppropria
tion Law, 1953, or any other Law is hereby allowed and

First
Schedule.
L aw 35 of
1953.

Amount
authorised
for the
Jamaica
Government
Railway for
the financial
year 1953-54.
Second
Schedule.
L aw 35 of
1953.

confirmed.
3—
The expenditure o f the Jamaica Government R a il
way during the financial year 1953-54 to the amount o f
Eighty-One Thousand Four H undred and Eighty-Two
Pounds and Ten Shillings on the several charges and
expenses set forth in the Second Schedule to this Law and
not provided fo r or not fully provided fo r by the A ppro
priation Law , 1953, is hereby allowed and confirmed.

The Supplem entary Appropriation

(1953-54) Law , 1955

[No. 30]

FIBST SCHEDULE
Head
p His Excellency the Governor and Staff ...
3. Chief Minister and Ministry of Local
Government
4. Colonial Secretary’s Office
5. Audit
8. Printing Office
10. Administrator General
13. Besident Magistrates’ Courts ...
14. Supreme Court
16. Accountant General
19. Central Bureau of Statistics ...
21. Defence (Finance) Board
22. Miscellaneous
23. Pensions
26. Subventions
27. Special Funds
28. Loans and Long Term Advances
29. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
30. Department of Agriculture
35. Lands ...
36. Registration of Titles
44. Registrar General’s Department and
Island Record Office
46. Ministry of Education and Social Welfare
48. Child Care and Protection
50. Social Welfare Services
55. Ministry of Communications and Works ...
56. Civil Aviation Department
57. Harbours
58. Post and Telegraphs
60. Traffic Authority ...
61. Public Works Department
62. Public Works Recurrent
Total

...

£
307

B. d.
9 10

73,656
8,960
2,718
14,204
2,023
11,932
2,524
1,161
33,849
343
96,770
25,575
12,093
504,664
15,686
2,605
1,131
16,902
591

1
17
7
8
13
15
19
14
18
4
6
3
15
11
12
14
16
4
14

9
11
8
6
6
8
7
0
11
6
0
9
5
6
4
5
5
0
3

423
6,785
400
14,748
21,195
4,170
630
58,226
295
161,764
9,216

18
7
16
4
12
3
13
6
1
16
19

4
7
5
11
4
6
10
11$
5
8
5

£1,105,563 10 10$

SECOND SCHEDULE
£
s. d.
5,886 0 1
38,105 15 11

Abstract
B
Miscellaneous
E
Traffic Branch
F
Special Expenditure
G
Renewals Expenditure
H
Interest Charges ...
I
Wharves

6,120 12 10

11,023 13 11
1,983 15 10
18,362 11 5
Total
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JAMAICA

No. 31— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Provide fo r the Preparation and Publication
o f a Supplement to the Revised E dition o f the Laws o f
Jamaica.
[ 8th Septem ber, 1955 ]
W h e r e a s in accordance w ith the provisions o f the Revised
Edition (Laws o f Jamaica) Law , 1952, a revised edition o f
the Laws o f Jamaica in force on the 1st day o f June, 1953,
was prepared and brought into force on the 1st day o f July,
1955:
A nd whereas it is expedient to make provision fo r the
preparation and publication o f a supplement to the said
revised e d ition :
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

Preamble.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Revised Edition (Laws short title,
o f Jamaica) (Supplement) Law , 1955.
2— In this Law —
“ revised edition’ ’ means the revised edition o f the Laws interpretsnon.
o f Jamaica prepared under the authority o f the
Revised Edition (Laws o f Jamaica) Law, 1952;
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( Supplem ent )

“ Supplement” means the supplement to the revised
edition to be prepared under the authority o f this
Law .
Appointment
of Com
missioners.

3—
(1) The Governor may appoint one or more fit and
proper persons (in this L aw referred to as “ the Commis
sioners” ) to prepare a supplement to the revised edition,
containing the Laws enacted or which came into operation
between the 2nd day of June, 1953, and the 30th day of
June, 1955, inclusive.
(2) In case any o f the Commissioners shall from any
cause be unable fully t.o discharge his commission under
this Law, the Governor may appoint some other fit and
proper person to be a Commissioner in his stead.

Powers o f
Commis
sioners.

4—
In the preparation o f the Supplement the Commis
sioners shall have mutatis mutandis the powers conferred
by section 4 and section 5 (subject to the limitations set out
therein) o f the Revised E dition (Laws o f Jamaica) Law.
1952, upon the Commissioners appointed under that Law.

Laws may
be omitted,
but shall
continue in
force.

5—
(1) I t shall not be necessary fo r the Commissioners
to include in the Supplement—
(a) the Laws specified in the Schedule to this I a w ;
(b) any current financial appropriation L aw ;
(c) any Law containing only special provision in
relation to the pension o f any person named
therein:
Provided, however, that the said Laws shall remain in
force until the same shall have been expressly repealed or
shall have expired or become spent or had their effect.
(2) The Governor in Executive Council may by Order
published in the Gazette vary or add to the Schedule to this
Law.

Bringing the
Supplement
into
operation.

6—
(1) A s soon as the Supplement is completed the
Governor shall lay a copy thereof before the Legislative
Council and the House o f Representatives.
(2) Upon the passing o f a Resolution o f the Legis
lative Council and House o f Representatives authorising
him so to do, the Governor may, by Proclamation, order
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that the Supplement shall come into force from such date
to be named in such Proclamation as he may think fit.
Authority of
7—
Subject to the provisions o f section 5 o f this Law, the
Supplement.
Supplement, from the date named in the Proclam ation,
mentioned in section 6 o f this Law shall be without any
question whatever in all Courts o f Justice and fo r all pur
poses whatsoever, the sole and only edition o f the Laws o f
Jamaica enacted or which came into operation between the
2nd day o f June, 1953, and the 30th day o f June, 1955,
inclusive:

Provided that nothing in this section shall affect the
operation o f any Law which before the date named in such
Proclamation may be passed repealing, altering or amending
any earlier Law, although such earlier Law has been
already included in the Supplement.
Saving of
8—
A ll Regulations, Proclamations or Orders o f the
existing
Governor, or the Governor in P rivy C ouncilor the Governor subsidiary
legislation,
in Executive Council, or Statements prepared by any Officer
o f the Government, or Rules, Orders, Regulations or B y
laws, or Forms, made under any Law included in the
Supplement and in force at the date when such Supplement
shall come into force, shall continue in force until otherwise
provided; and references in any such Regulation, Proclama
tion or Order o f the Governor, or the Governor in P rivy
Council or the Governor in Executive Council, or Statement
prepared by any Officer o f the Government, or Rule, Order,
Regulation or By-law, or Form, to the Law under which
it was made or to any other Law , shall, where necessary
and practicable, be deemed to apply to the corresponding
enactment in the Supplement.

9—

Wherever in any A ct or Law or in any document Reference
of

whatever kind reference is made to any A ct or Law
repealed, omitted or otherwise affected by the operation o f
this Law, such reference shall, where necessary and practi
cable be deemed to extend and apply to the corresponding
law in the Supplement.

to any Law
repealed to
be to Supple
ment.
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Distribution
of copies.

10—
(1) Copies o f the Supplement shall be distributed
among such persons, officers, departments and institutions
as the Governor may direct.
(2) Such number o f copies, and at such a price as the
Governor may direct, shall be offered fo r sale to the general

T he R evised E dition ( Law s o f Jamaica)
L aw , 1955

(Supplem ent )

public.
Expenses.

11—
The expenses o f and incidental to the preparation
and publication o f the Supplement shall be paid from such
moneys as may be provided by the House o f Representatives
fo r that purpose.
SCHEDULE

(Seotion •)

Law

Title or Subject Matter

Law 27 of 1953

The Revised Edition (Laws of Jamaica) (Amend
ment) Law, 1953.
The Loans (General Development) Law, 1953.
The Emanuel Apostolic United Church of Christ
Incorporation and Vesting Law, 1954.
The Sisters of Mercy of Jamaica, British West
Indies Incorporation and Vesting Law, 1954.
The Vere Irrigation (Milk River and Cockpit
Schemes) (Winding up) Law, 1954.
The Loan Law, 1954.
The Lawson Gifford Will (Variation) Law, 1954.
The Holiness Church Incorporation and Vesting
Law, 1954.
The Jamaican Faith Mission Incorporation and
Vesting Law, 1954.
The Church of God in Christ Jesus (Apostolic}
of Jamaica Incorporation Law, 1954.

Law 52 of 1953
Law 11 of 1954
Law 12 of 1954
Law 19 of 1954
Law 26 of 1954
Law 27 of 1954
Law 38 of 1954
Law 39 of 1954
Law 41 of 1954

JAMAICA

No. 32— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W Relating to the establishment and enforcement o f
standards fo r processed food intended fo r export and
to the control o f the exportation o f such food and for
purposes incidental to or connected w ith the foregoing
purposes.
f The date o f any Proclamation issued by the
L Governor bringing the L aw into operation.

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Prelim inary
1—
This Law may be cited as the Processed Food Law, short title
1955, and shall come into operation on a day to be appointed
by the Governor by Proclamation published in the Gazette.
2— (1) In this Law —
T.
“ analyst” means an analyst appointed under section 9 tation.
o f this L a w ;
“ article to which this Law applies” includes—
(a) any prescribed food ;
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(b)

anything used for the manufacture, prepara
tion, processing, packing, storing or keeping of
any such fo o d ; and

(c)

any labelling or advertising material;

“ can” means any hermetically sealed container and
“ canned” shall be construed accordingly;
“ container” includes any can or other receptacle used
fo r packing any prescribed food or containing
such fo o d ;
“ establishment” means any place in which any pre
scribed food is manufactured, processed or stored
fo r export;
“ fo o d ” includes every article used for food or drink
by man and every ingredient intended fo r mixing
w ith the food or drink o f man fo r any purpose;
“ insanitary conditions” means such conditions or cir
cumstances as might contaminate a food with dirt
or filth or render the same injurious to health;
“ inspector” means an inspector appointed under
section 9 o f this L aw ;
“ label” , with its grammatical variations and cognate
expressions, includes any legend, word or mark
attached to, included in, belonging to, or accom
panying any prescribed food or the container o f
such food ;
“ the M inister” means the member of Executive
Council charged for the time being with
responsibility for overseas trade;
“ pack ” means to put into a container;
“ prescribed food ” means any food that is manufac
tured or processed for export and for which
grades or standards have been prescribed under
section 13 o f this L a w ;
“ processed”
means preheated, cooked, canned,
preserved, condensed, evaporated, fermented, dis
tilled, carbonated, dehydrated, milled, frozen or
otherwise processed;
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“ registered” means registered under this Law and
“ registration” shall be construed accordingly,
“ regulations” means regulations made under section
13 o f this Law.
(2)
W here in this L aw the expression “ this L a w ”
is used it shall be deemed to include references to
regulations made under this Law .
General requirements in relation to Processed Food
3— (1) No person shall operate an establishment unless it Registration
is registered in such manner and subject to such require- meats*
ments and conditions as shall be prescribed.
(2)
The requirements and conditions that shall be
prescribed in relation to the registration o f establishments
shall include requirements and conditions w ith respect to—
(a) the construction and layout o f buildings and
structures and plant and equipment in such
establishments;
(b)

the cleanliness, lighting and ventilation o f such
establishments;

(c)

the provision o f adequate supplies o f water o f safe
and sanitary quality in such establishments;

(d)

the screening o f the doors, windows and other
openings o f such establishments to prevent the
entry o f insects, birds and anim als;

(e)

the provision o f adequate lavatory, washing and
dressing room facilities fo r the employees o f such
establishments;

(f)

the provision o f adequate facilities fo r the prompt
disposal o f refuse from such establishments;

(g)

the provision o f adequate drainage facilities for
such establishments and any land immediately
adjacent thereto;

(h)

the proper location of lavatories, sinks and cess
pools so as not to perm it odours and fumes there
from to pervade any room or other place where
food is prepared, stored or k e p t;

4
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(i)

the provision of adequate facilities for the
thorough cleaning o f plant, equipment and
utensils in such establishments;

(j)

the fees (if any) to be paid for the registration of
such establishments; and

(k)

such other matters as may be incidental to or
connected w ith the foregoing.

inspection
4— (1) Inspectors shall be assigned to all registered
eLlb?ish8red establishments and all such establishments and all plant,
mentB.
equipment and utensils therein, and all articles o f food
and containers therein shall be subject to regular
inspection.
(2) A ll registered establishments shall be operated
subject to such requirements and conditions as shall be
prescribed.
(3) The requirements and conditions that shall be
prescribed in relation to the operation of registered
establishments shall include requirements and conditions
with respect to—
(a)

the observance of sanitary and cleanly conditions
and practices in such establishments;

(b)

the maintenance and cleanliness of all plant,
equipment and utensils in such establishments;

(c)

the cleanliness and use o f containers;

(d)

the supervision and control of the preparation
and packing o f processed fo o d ;

(e)

the cleanliness and sanitary condition o f the
lavatories, dressing rooms and washrooms of such
establishments;

(f)

the cleanliness and sanitary condition of all
yards, out-houses and other premises of, and all
approaches to, such establishments;

(g)

the (maintenance o f lavatories, sinks and cess
pools so as not to permit any odours or fumes
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therefrom to pervade any room or other place
where food is prepared, stored or k ep t;
(h)

the prevention o f contamination o f food through
contact w ith any substance that may have a
deleterious effect on the quality thereof;

(i)

the health, cleanliness and sanitary habits of
employees in and about such establishments and
the medical examination o f such em ployees;

(j)

the exclusion o f insects, birds and animals from
such establishments;

(k)

the prohibition of spitting and smoking in any
room or other place where food is prepared,
stored or k ep t;

(l)

the adequacy, design, construction and manufac
ture o f plant, equipment and utensils in such
establishments, and the materials used in the
construction or manufacture o f such plant, equip
ment and utensils;

(m) the cleanliness of the clothing worn by the
employees in such establishments, and the pro
vision o f suitable overalls and proper hair cover
ing for such em ployees;
(n)

the designation of the persons in such establish
ments who are responsible for maintaining the
sanitary requirements therein; and

(o)

such other matters as may be incidental to or
connected with the foregoing.

5— (1) N o person shall—
(a)

have in his possession in an establishment for use
therein, or use therein, in the manufacture,
preparation or processing of any prescribed food,
any food that is unwholesome; or

(b)

manufacture, prepare, process, store or keep
any prescribed food under insanitary conditions;
or

(c)

export or have in his possession for export or
attempt to export any prescribed food that is
unwholesome.

Food used
or produced
in an eatab
iishmeut
to be whole
some.
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(2) F ood shall be deemed to be unwholesome if it—

Prescribed
food to be
packed in
prescribed
containers.

Prescribed
food to be
correctly
labelled
and packed.

(a)

has in or upon it any poisonous or harmful
substance;

(b)

consists in whole or in part o f any filthy, putrid,
disgusting, rotten, decomposed or diseased
substance;

(c)

is adulterated contrary to the regulations;

(d)

is unfit for human consum ption; or

(e)

was manufactured, prepared, processed, packed,
stored or kept under insanitary conditions.

6—
No person shall pack any prescribed food in any con
tainer that does not—
(a)

comply w ith the provisions o f this L a w ; or

(b)

contain the quality, quantity, weight or other
property prescribed in relation to the food con
tained therein.

7—
(1) No person shall label or pack a prescribed food or
the container thereof in a manner that is false, misleading
or deceptive or is likely to create an erroneous impression
regarding the character, contents, value, quantity, weight,
composition, grade, merit, purity or the date o f packing o f
such food.

(2)
W here a standard has been prescribed for a food
no person shall label, pack or otherwise deal with any
article in such a manner that it is likely to be mistaken for
such food unless the article complies w ith the prescribed
standard.
Prescribed
food to be
certified as
being fit
before being
exported.

8—
(1) A n inspector shall, in the course o f his duties
under this Law and in such manner as may be prescribed—
(a)

issue in respect o f any prescribed food a certificate
to the effect that the provisions o f this Law have
been complied with and that such food is fit for
export, whenever he is satisfied that it is proper
to do so ; or
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tag the containers o f any prescribed food when
ever he is not satisfied that the provisions o f this
Law have been complied w ith in respect o f such
food.

(2) No person shall export or attempt to export—
(a)

any prescribed food, unless a certificate has been
issued in respect o f such food in accordance with
paragraph (a) o f subsection (1) o f this section; or

(b)

any prescribed food that is packed in containers
that are tagged in accordance w ith paragraph (b)
o f the said subsection.
Adm inistration and Enforcement

9—

Appointment
(1) The Governor may from time to time appoint such

officers, including inspectors and analysts, as he may deem
necessary or expedient for carrying out the provisions o f

of officers—
administra^
tion expenses.

this Law.
(2)

There shall be defrayed out o f sums provided for

the purpose in the Annual Estimates o f Revenue and
Expenditure o f .the Island all expenses properly incurred
in the administration o f this Law.
10— (1) A n inspector may at any reasonable time—
(a)

enter any place where he reasonably believes any
article to which this Law applies is manufactured,
prepared, processed, packed, stored or kept for
export, examine such article and take "samples
thereof free o f charge and examine anything that
he reasonably believes is used or is capable o f being
used for the manufacture, preparation, process
ing, packing, storing or keeping o f such a rticle;

(b)

open and examine any container that he reasonably
believes contains any article to which this Law
/ applies;

Powers and
duties of
inspectors.
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(c)

examine any books, documents or other records
found in any place mentioned in paragraph (a) o f
this subsection, which he reasonably believes con
tain any inform ation that may assist in the
enforcement o f this L aw and make copies thereof
or extracts therefrom ;

(d)

inspect, certify or tag in accordance w ith this
Law any articles o f food that are manufactured,
prepared, processed, stored or kept for export;

(e)

seize and detain fo r such time as may be prescribed
and subject to such conditions as may be prescribed
any article by means o f or in relation to which he
reasonably believes any provision o f this Law has
been contravened.

(2) A n inspector shall not certify as being fit for
export any articles in an establishment where the sanitary
conditions do not comply w ith the provisions o f this Law.
(3) A ny food that—
(a)

is manufactured, prepared, processed or found in
an establishment; and

(b)

is unwholesome in the opinion o f an inspector,

shall be condemned by him and shall be confiscated and
destroyed or otherwise disposed o f as the Minister may
direct.
(4) A n y prescribed food that does not comply with
the provisions o f this Law , may be condemned by an
inspector and such food shall, unless confiscated and
destroyed under subsection (3) o f this section, be forfeited
to the Crown and shall be disposed o f as the Minister may
direct.
(5) A n inspector shall be furnished with a certificate
o f appointment in the prescribed form and on entering any
place pursuant to subsection (1) o f this section he shall, if
required to do so, produce the certificate to the person in
charge o f the place.
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(6) The owner or person in charge o f a place entered
by an inspector pursuant to subsection (1) o f this section
and every person found therein shall give the inspector all
reasonable assistance in their power and shall furnish him
with such inform ation as he may reasonably require.
(7) A n y article seized under this Law may at the
option o f an inspector be stored or kept in the building or
place where it was seized or may on his direction be removed
to any other place which he considers satisfactory for the
purpose.
(8) A n inspector may release any article seized by
him under this Law i f he is satisfied that all the provisions
o f this Law with respect thereto have been complied with.
11—
(1) A n inspector may examine or analyse any article
Aaalysia
seized by him or any sample therefrom or any sample taken and report.
by him or submit such article or sample to an analyst for
examination or analysis.
(2)
W here an inspector or analyst has made an
examination or analysis he may issue a certificate or report
setting out the result o f his examination or analysis.
Powers of
12—
W here the provisions o f this Law or the lawful
Minister.
directions o f an inspector are not being complied with in
an establishment the M inister may—

(a)

withdraw the inspector therefrom ;

(b) withhold the certification fo r
articles prepared-therein; and
(c)

export

of

any

order the owner or person in charge o f the estab
lishment to cease forthw ith the manufacture,
preparation or processing o f any prescribed fo o d ,

for such period as the Minister may consider necessary.
Power of
13—
(1) The Governor in Council may make regulations
Governor in
not inconsistent w ith the provisions o f this Law for carrying Council to
make
the purposes and provisions o f this Law into effect and in regulations.

9
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particular but w ithout prejudice to the generality o f the
foregoin g may make regulations—
(a)

declaring that any prescribed food is adulterated
i f any prescribed substance is present therein or
has been added thereto or extracted or omitted
therefrom ;

(b)

with respect to—
(i) the use o f any substance as an ingredient
in any prescribed fo o d ;
(ii) the size, dimensions, fill and other specifica
tions o f containers o f any prescribed food ;
and
(iii) the labelling and
prescribed food,

advertising

of

any

to prevent the consumer or purchaser thereof from
being deceived or misled as to the character, con
tents, value, quantity, weight, composition, grade,
merit or purity o f any prescribed food or to prevent
injury to the health o f the consumer or purchaser
thereof;
(c)

prescribing grades and standards o f purity, com 
position, quality, quantity, w eight or other
property in respect o f any food to be manu
factured, prepared or processed fo r export;

(d)

w ith respect to the method o f manufacture, pre
paration, processing, packing, storing, keeping,
- examination and testing o f any prescribed food,
in the interest o f, or fo r the prevention o f injury
to the health o f, the consumer or purchaser thereof;

(e)

requiring persons who export any prescribed food
or who manufacture, prepare, process, pack, store
or keep such food for export to maintain such
books and records as the Governor in Council may
consider necessary for the proper administration
and enforcement o f this L aw ;

(f)

with respect to the powers and duties o f in 
spectors, analysts and other officers appointed
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under this Law, the taking o f samples, the con
demnation, seizure, detention, confiscation, fo r
feiture, disposition and destruction o f articles;
(g)

providing fo r the exemption o f any establishment
from all or any o f the provisions o f this L aw for
a specified period and prescribing the conditions
o f such exem ption;

(h)

prescribing forms fo r the purposes o f this L a w ;

(i)

w ith respect to the exportation o f any prescribed
food and the manner in which and the conditions
under which the control o f such exportation shall
be exercised;

(j)

prescribing anything required to be prescribed
under this Law.

(2)
W here any authority is empowered under any
Law for the time being in force to regulate or control the
manufacture, production, processing, distribution, market
ing or sale o f any prescribed food no regulations affecting
such food shall be made under this section unless the pro
posed regulations have been referred to such authority for
its recommendations thereon.
14— (1) A draft o f all regulations proposed to be made
under paragraphs (b), (c) and (j) o f section 13 o f this Law
shall be published in the G azette so as to permit representa
tions to be made to the M inister by any person concerning
any provision o f the regulations to which that person
objects.
(2) The Minister shall consider every such objection
if made in w riting w ithin thirty days o f the date o f publi
cation -of the draft regulations and shall make such recom
mendations in relation thereto as he considers proper to the
Governor in Council.
(3) The Governor in Council shall consider the
recommendations o f the Minister when making the regula
tions and the regulations shall, after being made, be pub
lished in the Gazette and shall come into operation on a day
to be appointed by the Minister by notice published in the

Procedure
with respect
to regula
tions relating
to standards
for processed
food for
export.
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Offences, Penalties and Jurisdiction
Offences.

15— Every person who—
(a)

without law ful authority w ilfully uses or imitates
any tag or certificate placed on or attached
or issued in relation to any article in accordance
w ith the provisions o f this Law or without lawful
authority w ilfu lly removes, alters, defaces or
obliterates or causes to be removed, altered, defaced
or obliterated wholly or partially any such tag or
certificate;

(b)

moves or causes or allows to be moved any article
in contravention o f the provisions o f this L a w ;

(c)

assaults or obstructs any officer appointed under
this L aw acting in the execution o f his duty under
this L aw ;

(d)

bribes or attempts to bribe a-ny inspector, analyst
or other officer or employee in connection with any
matter arising in the exercise or performance o f
his powers or duties under this L a w ;

(e)

being an inspector, analyst or other officer or
employee accepts any bribe in connection w ith any
matter arising in the exercise or performance o f
his powers or duties under this L a w ;

(f)

contravenes the provisions o f section 3, 5, 6 or 7 or
o f subsection (2) o f section 8 o f this L aw ; or

(g)

refuses, neglects or fails to comply with an order
given by the Minister under paragraph (c) o f
section 12 o f this Law,

shall on summary conviction before a Resident Magistrate
be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not
exceeding twelve months.
Attorney
General's
fiat.

16—
A prosecution fo r an offence under paragraph (d) or
(e) o f section 15 o f this Law shall not be instituted without
the sanction o f the Attorney General.
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17— Notwithstanding the provisions o f section 26 o f the
Interpretation Law regulations made under section
13 o f this Law may prescribe greater penalties than those
specified in the said section 26 so, however, that the
maximum penalty that may be imposed by any such regula
tions shall be a fine o f one hundred pounds or imprisonment
with or without hard labour fo r a term o f twelve months.

13
Penalties in
regulations.
Cap. 165.

Evidence
18—
In a prosecution fo r an offence against this Law
,
Unwhole
some food
any unwholesome food found in an establishment shall be deemed to
be for use
deemed to be for use therein in the course o f manufacture, or
for export
preparation or processing for export, or to be for export until the
contrary is
until the contrary is proved.
proved.
Possession of
19—
W here a person is prosecuted under this Law for
adulterating
an offence involving the adulteration o f a prescribed food substances.
and it is established that—

(a)

such food has by regulation been declared to be
adulterated if any prescribed substance has been
added thereto; and

(b)

such person had in his possession or on his
premises any such prescribed substance,
the onus o f proving that such food was not adulterated by
the addition o f such substance shall lie on the accused.
20—
P ro o f that a container having in it any article Name
to of
manu
which this Law applies bore a name or address purporting facturer.
to be the name or address o f the person by whom it was
manufactured, prepared, processed, packed, stored or
kept shall be 'primd facie proof in a prosecution fo r a
contravention o f this L aw that the article was manu
factured, prepared, processed, packed, stored or kept (as
the case may be) by the person whose name or address
appeared on the container.
21—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) Certificates
of
of analysis.
this section, the certificate o f an inspector or analyst
stating that he has examined or analysed an article or
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sample for the purposes o f this L aw and stating the result
o f his examination shall be admissible in evidence in a
prosecution for a contravention o f this L aw and shall be
primd facie p roof o f the statements contained in the
certificate but the party against whom it is produced may
require the attendance o f the inspector or analyst for the
purpose o f cross-examining him.
(2) A certificate under subsection (1) o f 'this
section shall not be admissible in evidence unless the party
intending to produce it has before the trial given to the
party against whom it is intended to produce it reasonable
notice o f such intention and a copy o f the certificate.
Copies of
records.

22— In a prosecution fo r an offence against this Law
a copy o f a record or an extract therefrom certified to be
a true copy by the inspector who made it pursuant to
paragraph (c) o f subsection (1) o f section 10 o f this Law
shall be admissible in evidence and. shall be primd facie
proof of the contents thereof.
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I assent.

[L.S.]
H

ugh

F

oot,

Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the A gricultural Small Holdings Law.
[ 1st July, 1955 ]
by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
E nacted

1—
This Law may be cited as the Agricultural Small short
Holdings (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and “ ”[steom-on
construed as one w ith the Agricultural Small Holdings menoement.
Law (hereinafter referred to as the principal Law ) and
shall be deemed to have come into operation on the 1st day
o f July, 1955.

title.

2—
Subsection (1) o f section 18 o f the principal Law is Amendment
hereby amended by the deletion therefrom o f the words $ B^ S Pa?
“ such term has been given by either the” where such words Lawappear fo r the first time in the subsection and the sub
stitution therefor o f the words “ the term for which it was
granted unless six” .
3— Subsection (1) o f section 47 o f the principal Law is Amendment
' '
x
_
j
c< _o °* section 47
hereby amended by the deletion therefrom o f the words ox of principal
paragraph (b) o f the proviso to section 7 o f this Law and” . Law'

JAMAICA

No. 34— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Statistics Law .
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Statistics (Amend- short title
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one ‘ action,
with the Statistics L aw , hereinafter referred to as the cap. 86a.
principal Law .
2—
Section 2 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended by Amendthe deletion o f the words “ “ Bureau” means the Central S L ? 2 of
Bureau o f Statistics” and the substitution therefor o f the £ ^ >rincipal
words “
“ Department” means the Department o f
Statistics” .
3— Section 3 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended by Amendthe deletion o f the words “ Central Bureau o f Statistics” S m °3 of
and the substitution therefor o f the word “ Department’ ’ . ^ wprincipal
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Amend
ment of
principal
L aw by
deletion and
substitution
o f words.

4— The principal L aw is hereby amended by the deletion
o f the words “ Island Statistician” and the word “ Bureau”
wherever the same respectively appear therein and the sub
stitution therefor respectively o f the words “ Director o f
Statistics” and the w ord “ Department” .

JAMAICA

No. 35— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H

ugh

F

oot,

Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the M errick’ s Charity L aw and to
V alidate acts done by the Trustees appointed under that
Law in purported exercise o f powers conferred by the
said L aw and the Regulations made thereunder.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the M errick’ s Charity ;§ g g | p
(Amendment and V alidation) L aw , 1955, and shall be read etruction.
and construed as one w ith the M errick’ s Charity L aw , Cap. nso.
hereinafter referred to as the principal Law .
2—
The principal Law is hereby amended by the insertion |g|a||||
therein next after section 1, o f the follow ing section as i* in prfncipal Law .

section 1a—
"Interpre-

tation.

1a----- In this Law --“ M inister’ ’ means the member o f E xecu
tive Council charged fo r the time
being w ith responsibility for the
subject o f education.” .

2
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Amendment
of section 4
of principal
L aw .

3—
Subsection (2) o f section 4 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended in the follow ing respects—
(a) by the deletion o f the words “ Governor in P rivy
Council” and the substitution therefor o f the word
“ M inister” ;
(b) by the deletion o f the words “ No amendment o f
any regulation shall affect any scholarship already
awarded, nor shall any amendment come into force
until twelve months from the date o f publication
thereof in the G azette.” .

Validation
of acts of
Trustees.

The M errick's Charity (A m en d m en t and Validation )
L a w , 1955

4—
A ll acts done in good fa ith between the 1st day of
September, 1947, and the commencement o f this L aw by
the Trustees appointed under the principal Law , or any of
them, in purported exercise o f powers and authorities con
ferred by the principal L aw or the regulations made there
under with regard to the provision o f scholarships shall be
deemed to have been law fully done and are hereby
confirmed as from the time o f the performance of such
acts.

JAMAICA

No. 36— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H

ugh

F

oot,

Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Pensions Law
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
by the Governor of Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
E nacted

1—
This L aw may be cited as the Pensions (Amendment) short
Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed as one with struction.
the Pensions Law (hereinafter referred to as the principal Cap‘ 285
Law) and all amendments thereto.

title

2— Section 16 of ther principal
L aw is hereby
amendedDf A
mendment
.
r
J
sectio n y j
m the follow in g respects—
of principal
(a) by deleting from paragraph (a) of subsection (1) Lawthe w ords “ one year’ s pensionable emoluments of
such officer” and inserting instead the words
“ either one year’ s pensionable emoluments of
such officer or his commuted pension gratuity, if
any, whichever is the greater” ;
(b) by deleting from paragraph (b) o f subsection (1)
the words “ nine m onths’ emoluments of such
officer” and inserting instead the words “ either

2
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nine months’ emoluments of such officer or his
commuted m onthly allow ance gratuity, if any,
whichever is the greater” ;
(c) by deleting the fu ll stop at the end of paragraph
(b) of subsection (3) and inserting instead a
sem i-colon;
(d) by adding immediately after paragraph (b) o f
subsection (3) the follow in g paragraphs as
. paragraphs (c) and (d) respectively—
“ (c) “ commuted pension gratuity” means
the gratuity, if any, which might
have been granted to the officer under
regulation 27 o f the Regulations con
tained in the Schedule to this L aw if
his public service had been w holly in
this Island, and if he had retired at
the date of his death in the circum
stances described in paragraph (v) of
subsection (1) of section 6 o f this Law
and had elected to receive a gratuity
and reduced pension;
(d) “ commuted monthly allowance gra
tuity” means the gratuity, i f any,
which might have been, granted to the
officer under paragraph (4) o f regula
tion 28 o f the Regulations contained
in the Schedule to this Law i f he had
retired at the date o f his death in the
circumstances described in paragraph
(v) o f subsection (1) o f section 6 o f this
L aw and had elected to receive a
gratuity
and
reduced
monthly
allowance.” ;
(e) by adding immediately after subsection (3) the
follow ing subsection as subsection (4)—
“ (4) The provisions o f this section shall not
apply in the case o f the death o f any officer where
benefits corresponding to the benefits which may
be granted under this section are payable under
the Oversea Superannuation Scheme in respect o f
such death.” .

JAMAICA

No. 37— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H

ugh

F

oot,

Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to facilitate proof o f and to perfect title to land
in cases o f loans made to small farmers and other persons
on security thereof and to protect such security w ith a
view to encouraging agricultural and other development
and for purposes incidental thereto or connected there
with.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and- consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Preliminary
1—

This Law may be cited as the Facilities for Title Law,

Short title.

1955.
2— In this Law, unless the context otherwise requires— interpret*“ agency” means an approved lending agency nominated ,on'
in accordance w ith section 40 o f this L a w ;
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“ agricultural purpose” includes any purpose fo r the
encouragement or promotion o f agricultural, horti
cultural or pastoral activities, afforestation,
apiculture, fishculture or the keeping or breeding
o f livestock or poultry;
“ compensation” means compensation from the Com
pensation F und;
“ Compensation Fund” means the Compensation Fund
established under section 28 o f this L a w ;
“ the date o f deprivation” means the date on which
the land in relation to which the expression is
used vests under the provisions o f this Law in an
agency as m ortgagee;
“ land” means land in respect o f which a loan or an
application fo r a loan is made in accordance with
the provisions o f this L a w ;
“ the M inister” means the member o f Executive Council
charged fo r the time being w ith responsibility for
the subject o f agriculture;
“ mortgage” means any document operating as a mort
gage and expressed to be made in reliance on the
provisions o f this Law , whether or not the same
incorporates any other agreement or type of
security;
“ the necessary form alities” means the formalities
prescribed by sections 4, 5, 6, 9 and 11 o f this
L aw ;
“ predecessors in title” includes all persons from or
through whom an applicant fo r a loan derives
legal or equitable title to the estate which he claims
in the land;
‘ Resident M agistrate” means Resident Magistrate
for the parish in which the land is wholly or in
part situate;

The Facilities for Title L aw ,
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“ Resident M agistrate’ s Court”
means Resident
M agistrate’s Court fo r the parish in which the
land is wholly or in part situate.
A pplication fo r loan and procedure thereafter
3—
W here a person applying to an agency fo r a loan fo
r
Procedure
to
be followed
an agricultural purpose or fo r a purpose declared under with respect
section 40 o f this Law to be an approved purpose is unable to loans.
to show title under the Registration o f Titles Law or a Cap. 340.
title at common law which satisfies the agency he may adopt
the procedure hereinafter prescribed.
Documents
4—
The person applying fo r the loan shall submit to the
and parti
agency—
culars to be
submitted.

(a)

(b)

(c)

an application in the appropriate form set out in
the First Schedule to this Law, the particulars o f
which shall be verified by a statutory declaration
made by the applicant; and
certificates in the appropriate form set out in the
First Schedule to this Law from at least two
persons o f any one or more o f the classes mentioned
in the Second Schedule to this Law to the effect
that within their personal knowledge the applicant
for the loan is the reputed owner o f an estate in fee
simple in the land in respect o f which the applica
tion is made and has been in continuous and
undisturbed possession o f the land by himself, his
agents or tenants fo r a period o f at least seven
years or fo r a period which when added to any
period or periods o f continuous and undisturbed
possession o f the land by his predecessors in title
as reputed owners in fee simple amounts to at least
seven years and is in possession o f the land on the
date o f the application;
receipts or a certificate from an officer duly
authorised to issue the same showing payment o f
quit rents, property tax, rates and assessments on
the land, by the applicant or by the applicant
and his predecessors in title for the period o f

First
Schedule.

First
Schedule.
Second
Schedule.
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possession stated in the certificates mentioned in
paragraph (b) o f this section or where different
periods are stated, fo r the longer o f those periods;
(d)

Publication
of notice of
application.
First

Schedule.

all deeds and other documents in his possession
relating to the title to the land.

5—
(1) I f the agency is in favour o f making a loan the
agency shall cause notice o f the application in the appro
priate form set out in the First Schedule to this Law to be
published in two consecutive ordinary issues o f the Gazette
and, as soon as may be convenient after the receipt o f the
application but not later than the date o f first publication
in the Gazette, the agency shall—
(a)

put up a copy o f the notice in some conspicuous
place on the land and in two other places at least
in the vicinity o f the land; and

(b)

send a copy o f the notice by registered post to every
person (other than the applicant) stated in the
application to be an occupier o f the land or to be
an occupier or owner o f any land contiguous
thereto.

(2) The Government Printer may, in order to save
expense, combine in one notice in such manner as may be
convenient any number o f notices received by him for publi
cation in the Gazette under this section, so, however, that
all the particulars required to be inserted in the notice in
respect o f each application are clearly and accurately stated.

Representa
tive of
agency to
attend on
land and note
objections—
acknowledg
ment o f
objections.

6—
(1) On the date and at the hour mentioned in the notice
o f application, which date shall be not earlier than the first
publication o f the notice in the Gazette nor less than ten
nor more than twenty-eight clear days after copies o f the
notice have been sent by registered post as provided by
section 5 o f this Law, the agency shall cause a representa
tive duly authorised to act on its behalf, to attend on the
land, view the same, check the boundaries thereof and note
any objection or information pertaining to the title or
boundaries that may be stated or given by any person.

t h e P a cilities for t i t l e L aw ,
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5

(2) W here from any cause beyond the control o f the
agency or its representative the latter is unable to attend
on the land on the date mentioned in the notice o f applica
tion the same or any other representative o f the agency may
subsequently attend on the land w ithin three months o f the
first publication o f the notice o f application in the Gazette
for the purposes specified in subsection (1) o f this section,
if notice o f his intention so to do on a specified date and at
a specified hour be sent at least ten clear days before the
date o f attendance by registered post, addressed to the
persons to whom copies o f the notice o f application are
required to be sent by registered post under subsection (1)
o f section 5 o f this Law .
(3) A representative shall on the occasion o f his
attendance on the land for the purposes specified in sub
section (1) of this section give to any person stating any
objection pertaining to the title or boundaries o f the land
a written acknowledgement o f the objection with the par
ticulars thereof.
7— (1) N o person shall notify to an agency or to any
representative of an agency, or to any director, manager,
agent or officer thereof, any objection to the acceptance
of a m ortgage (whether as to title, boundaries or any other
matter) without having reasonable grounds for so doing.
(2) A n y person who notifies any such objection as
aforesaid, without having reasonable grounds for so doing,
shall be liable to the applicant affected as for a tort.
(3) I f the applicant succeeds in any action instituted
under subsection (2) of this section the agency may, on
receipt of a certificate disclosing the issues determined
and the result thereof and signed by the Clerk of the
Resident M agistrate’ s Court (whose duty it shall be to
issue the same at the request of the applicant) disregard
the objection and accept a mortgage from the applicant
in accordance with the provisions o f subsection (1) of
section 9 o f this Law .
(4) In any subsequent application by the same
applicant the agency shall disregard the objection or any
renewal thereof.

Prohibit ion
of and
procedure
with respect
to frivolous
objections.

e
Duty of
officers and
representa
tives of
agency to
disclose
knowledge of
objections.
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8—
(1) Every representative of an agency and every
director, manager, agent or officer thereof shall inform
the agency in w riting o f any objection (whether as to title,
boundaries or any other matter) which is made or communi
cated to him and o f any knowledge which he may have that
any person is entitled to or claims an estate or interest in the
land or a boundary adverse to the title of an applicant for
a loan.
(2) The duty to inform the agency imposed by sub
section (1) of this section shall be sufficiently discharged
if such representative, manager, agent, o r officer com
municates all matters of or concerning which he is required
under the said subsection to inform the agency to the body
responsible for m anaging the affairs of the agency.
(3) U ntil so informed the agency shall be deemed not
to have notice of any such objection or knowledge of any
such adverse right' or claim.

Circum
stances in
which a
mortgage
may or may
not be
accepted by
an agency.

9—
(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this
section, an agency may accept a mortgage if it is executed
after the expiration of thirty days and before the expiration
of six months from the second publication of the notice
of application in the Gazette in accordance with section
5 of this L aw or from the date on which a representative
of the agency attends on the land in accordance with
section 6 o f this Law , whichever event be the later.
(2) A n agency shall not accept a mortgage in any

First
Schedule.

case where—
(a) an objection as to title or boundaries has been
notified to it, unless the objection has been with
drawn in w riting in the appropriate form set out
in the First Schedule to this L a w ; or
(b) it has knowledge o f an unsatisfied previous
incumbrance affecting the land, unless the previous
incumbrancer consents and the amount thereof is
fully satisfied out o f the proceeds o f the mortgage
accepted by the agency; or
(c) it has knowledge that any person is entitled to
or claims an estate or interest in the land or
a boundary adverse to the title of the applicant.

The Facilities for Title L aw ,
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Effect of
10—
(1) A m ortgage executed after compliance with the
mortgage.
necessary form alities shall be valid for all purposes and
shall, subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) o f this
section, vest indefeasibly in the agency the estate in fee
simple in the land, as mortgagee, and thereupon there
shall be vested indefeasibly in the m ortgagor the equity
of redemption in the estate in fee simple in the land.

(2) T he estate and interest of the m ortgagor and the
mortgagee shall be subject to all public rights of way, and
to all easements acquired by enjoyment or user, or subsist
ing over or upon or affecting the land at the date o f the
m ortgage and to all quit rents, taxes, rates and assess
ments unpaid at that date.
Mortgage
11—
Every m ortgage made in reliance on the provisions
under this
of this L aw shall be expressed to have been so made, as a Law to
indicate that
condition to enjoying the benefits and protection of this fact.
Law and operating as herein provided.

Title may
12—
For the avoidance o f doubt it is hereby expressly
registered.
declared that the title to the land shall, after execution
of a mortgage, be capable o f being registered under the
Registration o f Titles Law and for the purpose o f such Cap. 340.
registration the certificate provided for in section 13 hereof
shall be accepted as p roof o f the title to the land therein
described.

be

Certificate
13—
A certificate in the appropriate form set out in the
o f com
First Schedule to this L aw signed by an officer of the pliance with
necessary
agency duly authorised by the agency in that behalf to the
formalities.
the effect that a mortgage has been duly executed and that First
the necessary form alities have been complied with in Schedule.
respect o f that mortgage shall fo r all purposes including
the bringing o f the land under the operation o f the Regis
tration o f Titles L aw and in all legal proceedings be prima
facie p roof o f the fact o f the mortgage and that it relates
to the land described in the certificate and the mortgage
and that the necessary formalities have been complied with
and every such certificate shall be signed in the presence
o f and witnessed by a Justice o f the Peace for the Island.
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Registration
of Titles Law
to prevail
over this
Law.

14—
W here a m ortgage is made in respect of land which
is subject to the provisions o f the Registration o f Titles
Law the operation o f that L aw shall not be affected by the
provisions of this Law .

Mortgage to
leoure farther
or future ad
vances or to
operate as
continuing
security.

15—
A m ortgage may be executed under this L aw for
the purpose o f securing further or future advances or so
as to operate as a continuing security.

Searches
by agency.

16—
N othing in this L aw shall relieve any agency of the
responsibility of m aking any necessary or prudent searches
and enquiries in the R ecord Office and in the office of the
R egistrar of Titles.

Agency not
under
obligation to
make a loan
in reliance
on the
provisions
o f this L aw .

17—
A n agency shall not be under any obligation to make
a loan in reliance on the provisions o f this Law to any
person.

Clctims by 'persons deprived o f land and procedure
thereafter
Person
deprived of
land may
bring action
for damages.

18— (1) A ny person deprived o f land or o f an estate or
interest in land in consequence o f the provisions o f this
Law may bring and prosecute an action for the recovery of
damages against the person who, as mortgagor, executed
the mortgage which resulted in his being so deprived.
(2) I f the mortgagor is dead or has been adjudged
bankrupt or cannot be found within the Island, or i f the
bailiff o f the court in which judgment is entered certifies
that the mortgagor is unable to pay the full amount awarded
against him, the damages or the portion thereof which the
bailiff fails to recover from the mortgagor, together with
the costs o f the action, may be recovered from the Compen
sation Fund by action against the Minister as nominal
defendant.

( 3 ) ! A n y damages awarded against a mortgagor not
guilty o f fraud in making his application for a loan or in
executing a mortgage and any damages recoverable out o f
the Compensation Fund shall be limited to the value o f the
land at the date o f deprivation.
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(4)
A mortgagor who is a defendant in an action
brought under subsection (1) o f this section may claim
damages or an indemnity against a third party as in any
other action.
19—
(1) A n y person entitled to bring an action under
Application to
Minister for
section 18 o f this Law to recover damages shall before com compensation
may. be made
com
mencing proceedings apply in w riting to the Minister for before
mencement of
action—pro
compensation (stating the amount claimed by him) and the cedure there
after.
application shall be supported by affidavits or statutory
declarations in proof o f the claim.
(2) The Minister may, with the consent o f the
Attorney General, admit the claim or any part thereof, so
long as the amount admitted does not exceed the value o f
the land at the date o f deprivation and thereupon the
amount claimed or admitted and accepted by the claimant
shall be paid to him by the Accountant General, on the order
o f the Minister, out o f the Compensation Fund.
(3) W here any payment is made out o f the Compen
sation Fund the Minister may proceed under section 18 o f
this Law as i f he were the person deprived o f the land or
o f an estate or interest therein (as the case may be) against
any person who may be sued under the said section, and any
amount recovered from any such person shall be paid to the
Accountant General to be lodged to the credit o f the Com
pensation Fund.
(4) Any person to whom an amount has been paid out
o f the Compensation Fund shall not thereby be deprived o f
the right to bring an action against the mortgagor for any
additional damages to which he may be entitled where the
mortgagor has been guilty o f fraud in making his applica
tion for a loan or in executing a mortgage.
Paynlent of
20—
W here the Minister, after consultation with the
additional
Attorney General, considers that it would be just and compensation
to avoid
equitable, because o f exceptional circumstances, to pay to hardship.
a claimant compensation exceeding the sum that would, but
for this section, be recoverable or payable out o f the
Compensation Fund (whether pursuant to subsection (2) o f
section 18 or subsection (2) o f section 19 o f this Law ) the
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M inister may, w ith the consent o f the Attorney General,
approve payment to the claimant, out o f the Compensation
Fund, o f an additional sum not exceeding twenty-five per
centum o f the sum that would otherwise be recoverable or
payable out o f the Compensation Fund.
Notice o f
action to be
served on the
Minister.

Court to
certify
amount o f
damages and
costs.

21—
W here any person wishes to bring an action for the
recovery of damages against the M inister, as nominal
defendant, such person shall serve notice in w riting o f the
action and o f the cause thereof upon the Minister at least
one month before the commencement o f the action, and if
judgm ent is given in favour of the M inister, or the plaintiff
discontinues the action or is non-suited, the plaintiff
shall be liable to pay the full costs of defending the action
and the costs, after being taxed, shall be recovered in the
name of the M inister in the same manner as costs awarded
in any other action.
22—
(1) I f in any action under this Law a plaintiff is
awarded final judgm ent against the Minister, then the
Judge or Resident M agistrate before whom the action is
tried, or the Court of A p p ea l in the case o f an appeal,
shall certify the fa ct o f such judgment and the amount o f
damages and costs awarded.
(2) The amount of any damages and costs certified
as provided by subsection (1) o f this section shall be paid
by the Accountant General out o f the Compensation Fund
to “the person to whom the damages and costs have been
awarded.

lim itation
of actions

23—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) o f this
section no action for the recovery o f damages sustained
through deprivation of land, or o f any estate or interest
in land, shall lie or be maintained against the Minister
as nominal defendant or against the Compensation Fund
or against the m ortgagor in consequence o f whose mortgage
the deprivation was suffered, unless such action is com
menced within the period of six years from the date of such
deprivation.
(2) A ny person who has been under the disability of
infancy or unsoundness o f mind may bring an action for
deprivation o f land or o f any estate or interest therein
laon
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within six years after the date on w hich the disability
ceased, but not later than thirty years after the date of
such deprivation.
24— No compensation shall be paid to any person claim - Limitation
ing in respect o f an estate or interest in land which is °“mrig^ ato
barred as a result o f the operation o f the Lim itation o f ti0DActions Law .
Uap' 232'
25—
The plaintiff shall in any action for the recovery Non-aait
o f land or’o f any estate or interest therein or fo r damages in “ fraud or
any action (whether brought under section 18 o f this L aw ne81,eenceor otherwise) for deprivation o f such! land or estate or
interest therein be non-suited in any case in which the
deprivation or w rong complained o f has occurred as a
result o f the operation o f this L aw if the Judge or the
Resident M agistrate before whom the action is tried is
satisfied that the plaintiff or the persons through or under
whom he claims title had know ledge that an application
had been made fo r a loan, and had fraudulently, w ilfu lly
or negligently om itted to notify the agency concerned of
his right or claim or that the plaintiff had know ledge that
a loan had been made and w as guilty o f undue delay in
making his claim known to the agency concerned.
26— (1) W henever any amount has been paid out o f the
Compensation Fund on account o f any person who is dead estates of
the amount may be recovered from the estate o f that person persons,
by action or suit in the name o f the M inister against the j^ k^ pt0an3
personal representatives o f that person.
bo°found01
(2) Whenever any amount has been paid out o f the
Compensation Fund on account o f a person who has been
adjudged bankrupt the amount shall be considered to be
a debt due from the estate o f the bankrupt and a certificate
stating that the amount has been paid out o f the Com
pensation Fund signed by the Accountant 'General and
delivered to the trustee shall be sufficient p roof o f the debt.
(3'. Whenever any amount has been paid out o f the
Compensation Fund on account o f any person who has
absconded or who cannot be found w ithin the Island and
who has left any real or personal estate w ithin the Island it
shall be law ful for a Judge of the Supreme Court upon

12
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application by or on behalf o f the M inister or upon the
production o f a certificate signed by the Accountant
General that the amount has been paid in satisfaction of
a judgment against the M inister as nominal defendant, to
allow the Minister to sign judgment against that person
forthw ith fo r the amount so paid out o f the Compensation
Fund together with the costs o f the application.
(4) A n y judgm ent signed under subsection (3) of this
section shall be final, and shall be signed in like manner
as a final judgm ent by confession or default in an action
and execution shall issue immediately in respect thereof.
(5) W here a person against whom judgment has been
signed under subsection (3) of this section has left no real
or personal estate w ithin the Island sufficient to satisfy
the amount for which execution has been issued, it shall
be lawful for the Minister to recover the amount, or the
unrecovered balance thereof, by action against that person
at any time, i f he is found w ithin the Island.
Agency to
exercise
power o f
sale where
compensation
paid during
subsistence
of mortgage.

27— (1) W here a person deprived o f land or of an estate
or interest in land receives compensation from the Com
pensation Fund and the mortgage in respect o f the land
is still subsisting the agency shall exercise the power of
sale vested in it by the m ortgage and the residue of the
sale money (after deduction and payment of all moneys
w hich may properly be deducted and paid under the
m ortgage or by L aw ) shall be paid into the Compensation
Fund.
(2) W here the amount received from the Com
pensation Fund by a person deprived of land or of an estate
or interest in land is more than the amount paid into the
Fund under subsection (1) o f this section in respect of the
land the Minister may bring an action to recover the
difference as i f he were a person deprived o f the land
under section 18 of this L aw against any person who may
be sued under the said section and any amount so recovered
by the Minister shall be paid into the Compensation Fund.
(3) W here the amount received from the Com
pensation Fund by a person deprived of land or of an estate
or interest in land is less than the amount paid into the
Fund under subsection (1) of this section, the borrower
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shall be entitled to the difference, which shall be paid to
him from the Fund, unless he has been guilty o f fraud in
making his application for a loan or in executing a
mortgage.
Establishment o f Compensation Fund and
incidental provisions
28— (1) A n y agency m aking a loan shall deduct there Compensa
from the amount prescribed under section 40 of this Law tion Fund
as the contribution to be made to the Compensation Fund,
and such contribution shall be paid to the Accountant
General who shall place it to the credit of an account to
be called “ the Facilities for T itle (Compensation Fund)
A ccount” and shall from time to time invest the same
together with all dividends and profits accruing thereon
in Jam aica Government securities or otherwise as the
Governor in Council may direct to constitute a Com
pensation Fund for the purposes of this Law .
(2)
The Governor in Council may, from time to time,
make advances free o f interest to the Compensation Fund
out o f the funds o f the Island, and grants out o f sums p ro
vided in the estimates o f the Island for the purpose and
approved by the H ouse o f Representatives.
(3)
The Accountant General shall pay out o f the
Compensation Fund at such times and in such manner as
the Governor in Council may direct such sums as may be
so directed in or towards repayment o f advances made to
the Compensation Fund under this section.
29—
A n y compensation received under this Law by any
Recovery of
compensation
person not legally entitled thereto may be recovered by the paid by
Minister from such person as a simple contract debt and mistake.
any moneys so recovered shall be paid into, the Compensa
tion Fund.
Minister
30—
W here any amount is paid out o f the Compensation
may recover
Fund in consequence o f the fraud or negligence o f any from agenc\
case of
officer o f the agency in accepting an application fo r a loan in
fraud or
negligence
or a mortgage the Minister may recover the amount from
o f officer
the agency by action and any amount so recovered shall be of agency.
lodged to the credit o f the Compensation Fund.

14
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C ivil proceedings— Jurisdiction
Designation
of Minister
for purposes
of litigation.

31—
In any action, suit or proceeding by this Law
authorised to be instituted by or against the Minister it
shall be sufficient to designate him as “ the Minister for
Agriculture and Lands” or by such other title as the
M inister may fo r the time being be officially known and no
such action, suit or proceeding shall abate or be affected
by any change in the person holding the office o f Minister,
nor shall the M inister be personally liable under any judg
ment or order made therein or otherwise in respect thereof.

Costs
awarded
against
Minister to
be paid out
of Compensa
tion Fund.

32—
A n y costs fo r which the M inister may become liable
as plaintiff or nominal defendant in any action, suit or
proceeding in pursuance o f this Law shall be paid out o f
the Compensation Fund.

Jurisdiction
in civil cases.

33—
Subject to the provisions o f subsection (3) o f section
26 o f this Law , any action, suit or other legal proceeding
which may be brought under this Law, may be brought in
the Resident M agistrate’ s Court where the amount o f the
claim does not exceed five hundred pounds, in conformity
with the procedure (including entry o f judgment) appro
priate to that Court, and where the amount o f the claim
exceeds five hundred pounds, in the H igh Court.
Exem ption from duties and fees— Recording

Exemption
from duties
and fees.

First
Schedule.

34—
(1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con
tained in any Law , where a loan is made by an agency in
accordance w ith the provisions o f this L aw no stamp duty
or recording or registration fees shall be charged, demanded
or paid in respect o f any deed, instrument, w riting or
receipt prepared or executed under or fo r the purposes o f
this Law.
(2) U pon every deed, instrument, w riting or receipt
exempted under the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this
section from the payment o f any duties or fees in respect
thereof a certificate in the appropriate form set out in the
First Schedule to this L aw shall be subscribed and endorsed
by a duly authorised officer o f the agency.
(3) The exemption from duties and fees for which
provision is made by subsection (1) o f this section shall in
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no case be deemed to prejudice or affect the operation o f
any deed, instrument, w riting or receipt to which such
exemption applies or any preferential charge created
thereby.
35— (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con
tained in any Law, it shall not be necessary to record or to
enter satisfaction in the margin o f the record o f any
mortgage executed between a borrower and an agency in
respect o f a loan made in accordance w ith the provisions
o f this Law unless and until it is deemed advisable to
enforce it but instead o f such recording it shall be notice
to all the w orld o f the existence o f the mortgage i f a
memorandum in the appropriate form set out in the First
Schedule to this X a w and signed by the parties to the
mortgage is filed in the Record Office w ithin three months
o f the execution o f the mortgage. I t shall be the duty o f
every agency making a loan under the provisions o f this
Law to file in the Record Office the memorandum in the
appropriate form set out in the first Schedule to this Law
and signed by the parties to the mortgage w ithin three
months o f the execution o f the mortgage.
(2) Every mortgage in respect o f which a memo
randum is filed in accordance w ith the provisions o f sub
section (1) o f this section shall have the same force and effect
as i f it has been fu lly recorded.
(3) Every person interested in any land affected by
any such mortgage shall be entitled to have access to the
original fo r all proper purposes and at all reasonable times.

Memorandum
of mortgage
to be filed.

First
Schedule.

Offences, 'penalties, jurisdiction
36— A n y person who—
(a) obtains a loan under the provisions o f this Law
by means o f any false representation; or
(b) receives any money under the provisions o f this
Law knowing he is not entitled thereto; or
(c) purports to act under the authority o f this Law
in the case o f a loan which is not fo r an agricul
tural purpose or for a purpose declared under
section 40 o f this Law to be an approved purpose;
or

Offences.
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being the representative o f any agency refuses,
fails or neglects to give an acknowledgment in
accordance with subsection (3) o f section 6 o f this
L a w ; or

(e)

contravenes the provisions o f subsection (1) o f
section 7 or o f subsection (1) o f section 8 o f this
L a w ; or

(f)

prepares, executes, or . is in any way concerned in
the preparation or execution o f a mortgage, or
accepts a mortgage on behalf o f an agency,
knowing that the mortgagor has made a false
statement in his application or has failed to make
therein a statement material to the validity o f his
title, or knowing that the mortgagor is not the
true owner in fee simple o f the la n d ; or

(g)

w ilfully and falsely endorses or subscribes on any
deed, instrument, w riting or receipt, the certifi
cate provided fo r by subsection (2) o f section 34
o f this Law ,

shall be guilty o f an offence against this Law.
Trial of
offences.

37— A n y person who commits an offence against this Law
shall be liable on summary conviction therefor before a
Eesident Magistrate to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment w ith hard labour fo r a term not
exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and imprison
ment.

Forms in
Schedules
deemed to
be documents
for purposes
of Perjury
Law .
Cap. 289.

38— The forms prescribed in the First Schedule to this
Law and all additions thereto or substitutions therefor shall
when completed in pursuance o f this Law be deemed to be
documents fo r the purposes o f paragraph (b) o f section 8
o f the P erjury Law.
Delegation o f \powers

Delegation
by Minister.

39— The Minister may, with the approval o f the Governor
in Council, delegate to any person in w riting the authority
to exercise all or any o f the powers, rights and duties vested
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in and imposed on him by this Law and he may w ith the
like approval cancel such authority: Provided that
nothing herein shall permit any person other than the
Minister to be plaintiff or nominal defendant in any action,
suit or proceeding authorised by this Law to be instituted
by or against the Minister.
40— The Governor in Council may by order—
(a)

declare any purpose to be an approved purpose to
which section 3 o f this L aw applies;

(b)

nominate approved lending
purposes o f this L aw ;

(c)

lim it the application o f this Law to holdings o f
a specified maximum or minimum value;

(d)

specify the maximum amount which an agency
may lend to any person;

(e)

specify the amount o f the contribution to be made
to the Compensation Fund by a borrower so,
however, that such rate shall in no case exceed
five per centum o f the loa n ;

(f)

amend the forms in the First Schedule to this Law
in any manner whatever;

(g)

substitute new forms
Schedule;

(h)

add new forms to such Schedule; and

(i)

amend the list o f persons in the Second Schedule
to this Law by adding thereto, deleting therefrom
or making substitutions therein.

agencies

fo r the

fo r

Powers of
Governor in
Council.

the

First
Schedule.

forms in such

Second
Schedule.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
Tub F

a c il it ie s f o b

T it l e L

aw

F obm A

,

1955
(Section 4 (a ) )

Application for Loan
No.
Application for a loan from an approved lending agency by the
owner in fee simple in possession of......................................... situate at
............................................. in the parish of.............................................
1. Name of applicant.............................................................................
( p b in t

i s b l o c s c a p it a l s in f u l l )

2. Address in full.'...................................................................................
3. Amount of loan applied for...............................................................
4. Full description of the land proposed to be mortgaged, stating
the area and boundaries thereof....................................................

5.

State the full names and postal addresses (with districts) of all
owners and occupiers of land adjacent to the land described in
(4) above:
North

Postal Address

Owner(s)..........................................................................................................
Oooupier(s)........................................................

.....................................

East
Owner(s)..........................................................................................................
Occupier(s)................................................. .'....

.....................................

South
Owner(s)............................................................

.....................................

Oocupier(s)........................................................

.....................................

West
Owner(s)............................................................

................................—

Oceupier(s)......................................................................................................
6. Are you the owner in fee simple in possession of the land
described by you in No. 4 above (hereinafter called “ the said
land” )?
7. How long have you been in undisturbed possession of the said
land?
8. How long was your predecessor in title in possession of the said
land as reputed owner in fee simple?
9. Name of person now in occupation of the said land.
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10. Do you know of any claim made or professed, by any person
whomsoever, concerning the said land, which is adverse to your
claim of—
(a) ownership?
(b) possession?
If so, give particulars.
11. Nature and particulars of your title.
12. Full particulars of the evidence in support of your title.
13. Mortgages or other incumbrances (if any) on the said land.
14. Buildings.

Give short particulars.

15. Particulars of any insurance on buildings on the said land.
16. Details of purposes for which the loan is required.
17. Amount already owed to any approved lending agency.
Dated at
this

in the parish of
day of

19
Signature of applicant

N.B.— The approved lending agency may add to this form any questions eliciting
further information required by it.
This application must be verified by a statutory declaration.

T h e F a c il it ie s f o b T it l e L a w ,

Fobh B

1955

(Section 4 (b) )

Certificate (to be obtained from at least two persons of any one
or more of the classes mentioned in the Second Schedule)
I
(here insert name of J.P. or
other person) of
(here insert postal
address and occupation, profession or calling) do hereby certify that
within my personal knowledge (here insert name of applicant for
loan) is the reputed owner of an estate in fee simple in all that
parcel of land situate at.............................................in the parish of
(continue to describe land by area and boundaries on north, east,
south and west)
and that he has been in continuous and undisturbed possession of
the land above described, by himself, his agents, or tenants
(a) for-a period of at least seven years, that is to say, a period
of.

.years

19

20
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(b) for a period which when added to the period of continuous
and undisturbed possession of the land by his predecessors in

or

title........................................ •.....................'....................................
(names)
as reputed owners in fee simple, amounts to at least seven
years, that is to say............................years and I do hereby
further certify that the applicant is now in possession of
the said land.

Dated at
this

in the parish of
day of

19
Justice of the Peace
(or other duly qualified person)

T he F acilities fob T itle L aw , 1955

T ake N otice

F orm 0
(Section 6)
Notice of Application for Loan
that....................................................................................
(here insert name of applicant for loan)

of........................................................................... claims to be the owner
(here insert address of applicant)
in fee simple in possession of the land described below and has applied

on the......................................................................................19....... to the
(here insert date on which application received by agency)

...................................................................................................... for a loan
(here insert name and address of agency)
on security of a mortgage of the said land and that it is proposed to
accept such mortgage in reliance on the provisions of the abovementioned Law.
A nd F urther T ake Notice that a representative of the agency will

attend on the said land at.......................................................................
(here insert time of day)
on the .................................................... 19....... for the purpose of viewing
(here insert date)
the land, checking the boundaries thereof and noting any objection
or information pertaining to the title or boundaries that may be stated
by any person.
N.B.— Objections may also be notified in writing to the agency or
by personal attendance at the office of the agency.
Description of land

Dated this

day of

19

Signature and designation of offioer of agency

1955
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F orm D

(Section 9 (2 ))
Withdrawal of Objection
I ...................................... .......’. . o
£
...........................:............
(address and occupation)
that having notified t

now make known

o

.

.

.......

(agency or representative of agency)
my objection to the acceptance of a mortgage in reliance on the pro
visions of the abovementioned Law from.................................................
(applicant)
in respect of the land described below, I do hereby
my said objection.

wholly withdraw

Description of Land

Signed by

the

abovenamed

at...........................r...........in the
Objeotor

parish of........................................
the................... day of....................
19..... in the presence of:

Justice of the Peace
T he F

a c il it ie s

for T i t l e L

aw

, 1955

E
, (Section 13)
Certificate of Complidnce with the necessary formalities
T h i s i s t o C e r t i f y that the necessary formalities have been
complied with in respect of a mortgage dated the....................................
1 9 ...... made and given by................................................................
(name of mortgagor, address and description)
F

orm

in the favour of............................................................ affecting
(agency)
parcel

all that

of land..............................................................................................
(description of land as in mortgage)

Dated at
this

in the parish of
day of

19
Signature and designation of duly
authorised officer of agency

21

22
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F orm F
(Section 34 (2 ))
Certificate of Exemption from Duties and Fees
I hereby certify that this loan was made in accordance with the
provisions of the Facilities for Title Law, 1955.

Signature and designation of duly
authorised officer of agenoy

T he F acilities for T itle L a w ,
F

orm

G

1955

(Section

3 5 (1 ) )

Memorandum of Mortgage
Date of mortgage..... <...... *................................................ ....................
Name of mortgagor.......................................................................................
Name of agency............................................................................................
Consideration........................ .........................................................................
Description of premises...............................................................................
Signature of parties executing...................................................................

Signature of witness.

SECOND SCHEDULE
Classes of persons authorised to give certificates under section 4 (b).
Justices of the Peace
Clerks of the Courts
Officers of the Jamaica Constabulary Force and Sub-Officers there
of not below the rank of Sergeant
Collectors of Taxes
Assistant Collectors of Taxes
Solicitors of the Supreme Court
Ministers of Religion who are marriage officers
Headmasters and Headmistresses of Public Elementary Schools
within the meaning of the Education Law (Cap. 106)
District Officers in the service of the Jamaica Social Welfare
C o m m i ssio n

Managers, Attorneys and Overseers of estates or properties of not
less than 500 acres
Runners in the Collector General’s Department for whose re
muneration separate provision is made in the Annual Estimates
of this Island.

JAMAICA

No. 38— 1955

I assent.

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Pensions (Parochial Officers) Law
[ 8tli September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor of Jam aica with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1— This Law mav be cited as the Pensions (Parochial short title
J
and construeOfficers) (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and tion.
construed as one w ith the Pensions (Parochial Officers) Oap. 287.
Law, hereinafter referred to as the principal Law. 2
2—
Section 17 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
,
„
.
of section IT
the follow ing respects—
of principal
(a)

by deleting subsection (1) and inserting instead
the follow ing subsection—

-Gratuity

oBmt

in »?“

dies

(1) W here an officer holding a pensionable
or non-pensionable office in which he has been
confirmed, dies while in the parochial service.

2
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it shall be law ful fo r the Governor in Council
to grant to the legal personal representative
o f such officer—

(b)

(a)

in the case o f an officer who held a
pensionable office, or a non-pensionable office to which he had been
transferred from a pensionable
office in which he had been con
firmed, a gratuity o f an amount not
exceeding either one year’ s pension
able emoluments o f such officer or
his commuted pension gratuity, if
any, whichever is the greater;

(b)

in the case o f an officer who held a
non-pensionable office during the
entire period o f the five years
immediately preceding his death, a
gratuity o f an amount not exceeding
either nine months’ emoluments o f
such officer or his commuted monthly
allowance gratuity, i f any, which
ever is the greater.” ;

by deleting the fu ll stop at the end o f paragraph
(b) o f subsection (3) and inserting instead a semi
colon;

(c)

by adding immediately after paragraph (b) o f sub
section (3) the follow ing paragraphs as paragraphs
(c) and (d) respectively—
“ (c)

‘ ‘ commuted pension gratuity” means the
gratuity, i f any, which might have been
granted to the officer under regulation 22
o f the Regulations contained in the
Schedule to this Law i f he had retired at
the date o f his death in the circumstances
described in paragraph (i) (d) o f sub
section (1) o f section 7 o f this Law and
had elected to receive a gratuity and
reduced pension;

The Pensions ( Parochial Officers)

(d)
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“ commuted monthly allowance gratuity”
means the gratuity, i f any, which might
have been granted to the officer under
paragraph (4) o f regulation 23 o f the
Regulations contained in the Schedule to
this Law i f he had retired at the date o f
his death in the circumstances described
in paragraph (i) (d) o f subsection (1) o f
section 7 o f this L aw and had elected to
receive a gratuity and a reduced monthly
allowance.” .

3

/

JA M A IC A

No. 39— 1955

I assent,

lL.S.1

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.

A LAW

to Am end the P ublic Passenger Transport
(Corporate Area) Law.
[ 8th September, 1955 ]

E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.

1 — This L aw may be cited as the P ublic Passenger short title
Transport (Corporate Area) (Amendment) L aw , 1955,
and shall be read and construed as one with t h e Public
Passenger Transport (Corporate Area) Law (hereinafter Cap- m referred to as the principal Law) and all amendments
thereto.

2
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Amendment

2—
Section 2 o f the principal L aw (as amended by the
P ublic Passenger Transport (Corporate Area) (Amend
ment) Law , 1953) is hereby amended by inserting in sub
section (1) next after the definition of “ market service
licence” the follow ing definition—

of section 2
of principal
Law.
L aw 21 of
1953.

The Public P assenger Transport ( Corporate Area)
(A m end m ent) Law , 1955

“ “ the M inister” means the member o f Executive
Council charged fo r the time being w ith respon
sibility for the subject o f communications;” .

Amendment
o f section 3
of principal
Law.
Law 21 of
1953.

3—

Section 3 o f the principal L aw (as amended by the

P u blic Passenger Transport (Corporate Area) (Amend
ment) Law , 1953) is hereby amended by deleting the full
stop at the end o f subsection

(2 b )

and adding thereto the

words “ unless the licensee has consented in writing to the
taking up and setting down o f passengers as aforesaid
on such service and for the avoidance o f doubt it is
expressly declared that any consent given by the licensee
for the purposes o f this paragraph may be given subject
to such conditions as the licensee may think fit.” .
Amendment
of section 6
of principal
Ldw.
Law 21 of
1953.

4—
Section 6 o f the principal L aw (as amended by the
P ublic Passenger Transport (Corporate Area) (Amend
ment) Law, 1953) is hereby amended by deleting subsection
(5) and inserting instead the follow ing subsection—
l p i S rary
“ lve8o!nd

(5) The Minister may—
( a ) appoint any person to act in the

mJSb«»°f

place o f the chairman or any
other member o f the Board in
case o f the absence or inability to
act o f the chairman or such other
member; and
(b)

upon the application of any
member (including the chairman)
o f the Board, grant to such
member leave o f absence for
any period not exceeding six
months.” .

The Public Passenger Transport (Corporate Area)
(.A m end m ent ) Law , 1955

[No. 39]

5— Section 9 of the principal L aw (as re-enacted by
the P ublic Passenger Transport (Corporate Area)
(Amendment) Law , 1953) is hereby amended in the
follow ing respects—
(a) by inserting in subsection (2) next after
paragraph (a) thereof, the follow ing paragraph
as paragraph (aa)—
“ (aa) the B oard may make regulations—
(i) prohibiting the driving o f vehicles
used on the aforesaid services except
by the holders of licences issued in
that behalf by the B oa rd ; and
(ii) providing for the issue, suspension
and cancellation o f such licences and
prescribing the conditions subject to
which the same may be granted and
h e ld ;” ;
(b) by inserting the follow ing subsection as subsection
(3) o f the section—
“ (3) Notwithstanding anything to the
contrary regulations made by the Board
under paragraphs (aa) and (b) o f subsection
(2) of this section shall not come into force
until approved by the Governor in Executive
Council, and may at any time be amended,
varied or revoked by the Governor in
Executive Council.” .

Amendment
of section 9
of principal
La tv.
Law 21 of
1958.

JA M A IC A

No. 40— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
'

A L A W to Am end the Irrigation Law.
[ls£ July, 1955]

E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the Irrigation (Amendment)Short title,
construction
Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one with the and com
mencement.
Irrigation Law (hereinafter referred to as the principal
Cap. 168.
Law) and shall be deemed to have come into operation on
the 1st day o f July, 1955.
2—
Paragraph (c) o f section 44 o f the principal LawAmendment
is
of section 44
hereby amended by the deletion o f the words “ based upon of principal
the volume o f water actually supplied’ ’ and the substitution Law.
therefor o f the words “ in respect o f the water supplied or
agreed to be supplied” .3
3— Section 46 o f the principal Law is hereby amended byAmendment
of section 46
the insertion therein next after the word “ irrigation” of principal
Law.
where that word first appears o f the words “ dues or” .

-

I
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No. 41— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.

A L A W to Provide fo r the Better Regulation o f Quarries.
[" The date o f any Proclamation issued by the "1
L Governor bringing the L aw into operation.

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the Quarries Law , 1955, short title
and shall come into operation on a date to be appointed mencement
by the Governor by Proclamation published in the Gazette. 2
2--- (1) In this Law--'

'

Interpreta-

tion.

“ Commissioner” means the Commissioner o f Mines
appointed by the Governor under subsection (1)
o f section 5 o f the M ining L aw ;
Cap. 253
“ M edical Officer” means any person appointed as
such by the Director o f M edical Services fo r the
purposes o f the M ining L aw ;

2
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“ the M inister” means the member o f Executive
Council charged fo r the time being w ith respon
sibility fo r the subject o f lands;
“ quarry” means any place (not being a mine) in which
persons work in getting stone, sand, marl, gravel
or clay, and in which the total vertical height o f
the w orking face exceeds six feet.
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary the
Commissioner may, wi.th respect to any area outside the
Corporate A rea o f K ingston and St. Andrew, with
the approval o f the Minister authorise any person to
exercise or perform on his behalf, subject to such appeal
to the Minister as may by this Law be prescribed, all or
any o f the powers or duties conferred or imposed upon the
Commissioner under this L a w ; and, subject as aforesaid,
any act or thing done by any person so authorised, shall be
as valid and effective as i f done by the Commissioner and
shall for all the purposes o f this Law be deemed to have
been done by the Commissioner.

Power of
Commissioner
to grant or re
fuse approval
with right of
appeal.

3— (1) Every person who proposes to operate a quarry
shall give notice thereof to the Commissioner and shall seek
his approval in w ritin g ; and the Commissioner may, at his
discretion, sign ify approval accordingly or refuse to do so.
Provided that the Commissioner may in any particular
case signify approval subject to such restrictions and upon
such conditions to ensure safety as he may consider
necessary:
Provided further that any person to whom approval has
been refused, or to whom approval has been granted subject
to restrictions or conditions aforesaid, may appeal to the
Minister who may direct the Commissioner to signify his
approval, or as the case may be, to waive or vary all or
any o f the restrictions or conditions imposed.2
(2) Every notice given under subsection (1) o f this
section shall be in the prescribed form and shall be
accompanied by the prescribed fee.
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(3) The approval o f the Commissioner shall unless
previously withdrawn remain in force fo r a period o f five
years from the date on which it is granted; and thereafter
may, i f the Commissioner thinks fit, be renewed annually on
payment o f the prescribed fee.

Duration of
operation.

(4) Every person who operates a quarry without the
prior approval o f the Commissioner in w riting, or who
operates or continues to operate such quarry after such
approval has been withdrawn, shall be guilty o f an offence
against this Law and liable on summary conviction before
a Resident Magistrate to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment w ith hard labour for a term not
exceeding six months.

Operating
quarry u n 
lawfully.

4— (1) Subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) o f this
section the Commissioner may, in writing, withdraw his
approval—

Withdrawal
o f approval.

(a) where he is satisfied that such approval has been
obtained as a result o f any misleading, false or
fraudulent representation, or in consequence o f
any incorrect information (whether such inform a
tion be supplied w ilfu lly or otherw ise);
(b)

where there has been a contravention o f the
provisions o f this L aw or o f any regulation made
thereunder by the person operating the quarry or
by his servant or agent;

(c)

where there has been a breach o f any o f the restric
tions or conditions imposed by h im :

Provided that where the Commissioner withdraws his
approval in any particular case, the person operating the
quarry may w ithin fourteen days o f the publication in the
Gazette o f the notice mentioned in subsection (2) o f this
section appeal to the M inister who shall, upon the determin
ation o f the appeal, give to the Commissioner such
directions as he may deem fit.
(2)
P rior to the withdrawal o f such approval in any
particular case, the Commissioner shall call upon the
person operating the quarry to show cause w ithin a
specified time why such approval should not be w ithdraw n;
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and i f he fails to comply w ith such order within the time
specified or i f the cause shown is inadequate in the opinion
o f the Commissioner such approval may thereupon be
withdrawn by the Commissioner and notice o f the fact
published in the G azette, and a copy o f such notice shall be
sent to the holder by registered post at his last known
address.

General in
spections.

Power to
remedy dan
gerous prac
tice, etc.

5— The Commissioner, a M edical Officer or any person
appointed by the Commissioner, at all reasonable times by
day or night but so as not unreasonably to impede or
obstruct the work in progress, may—
(i)

enter, inspect and examine any land on which a
quarry is being operated;

(ii)

examine into and make enquiry respecting the
condition o f any quarry and all matters relating
to the safety, w elfare and health o f the persons
employed therein;

(iii)

inspect and examine the condition o f the external
parts o f any machine used upon such quarry;

(iv)

inspect the storage o f explosives on any quarry
and direct in what manner they shall be stored;

(v)

exercise all powers necessary for carrying this
Law into effect.

6— (1) I f any officer specified in section 5 o f this Law
finds in any respect any quarry to be operated in a
dangerous or defective manner so as in his opinion to
threaten or tend to bodily injury, or to be detrimental to
the welfare or health o f any person, or to the injury o f
stock, he shall give notice in w riting thereof to the person
operating such quarry and shall state in such notice the
particulars in which he considers such quarry to be
dangerous or defective, and shall require it to be remedied
either forthwith or w ithin such time as he may specify, and
he may order work to be suspended until the danger is
removed to his satisfaction.
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(2) On receipt o f such notice the person operating
such quarry shall comply therewith, or, i f such notice was
given by an officer other than the Commissioner and he
objects thereto, he shall immediately state his objection in
writing to the Commissioner.
(3) W here the person operating such quarry, states
his objection to the Commissioner under subsection (2) o f
this section he shall cease to operate the quarry and shall
withdraw all men from the danger indicated by such officer
until such time as the matter is determined by the
Commissioner:
Provided that i f, in the opinion o f the officer giving such
notice, there is no immediate danger, such officer may allow
work to proceed during the time the matter is being
determined, under such restrictions and upon such
conditions to ensure safety as he may consider necessary
and may specify in w riting.
(4)
~For the purposes o f this section and o f section 7
o f this Law the expression “ person operating such
quarry’ ’ includes any person immediately in charge o f such
quarry.
7—
I f the person operating such quarry fails to comply
Penalty on
to
with the requisition o f any notice given under section 6, or failure
comply with
notice.
with the decision o f the Commissioner when an objection
has been determined he shall be guilty o f an offence against
this Law and liable on summary conviction before a
Eesident Magistrate to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds or to imprisonment with hard labour for a term
not exceeding six months.
No action
8—
No action or other legal proceedings whatsoever,
against
civil or criminal, shall be instituted in any court o f law officer for
done in
against the Commissioner or other officer or any person acts
execntion of
acting under his authority for or on account o f or in duties.
respect o f anything done or purported to be done in good
faith in the execution o f his duty under this Law.
False or mis*
9—
Any person who in connection w ith any return, state
leading in
formation.
ment or document in respect o f which information is or may
be required to be given under this Law w ilfully or recklessly
gives false or misleading information or makes a false or
misleading statement, whether oral or in w riting, shall be

6
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guilty o f an offence against this Law, and liable on
summary conviction before a Resident Magistrate to a fine
not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment w ith hard
labour fo r a term not exceeding three months or both such
fine and imprisonment.
Regulations.

10— (l ) The Governor in Council may make regulations
generally fo r giving effect to the provisions o f this Law.
(2) W ithout prejudice to the generality o f the
power conferred by subsection (1) o f this section, regula
tions made under that subsection may provide fo r —
(a) the forms o f notice and other documents to be
used fo r the purposes o f this Law and other like
matters o f procedure;
(b) the fees to be p a id ;
(c) the safety, w elfare and health o f persons employed
in quarries;
(d) the restriction or prohibition o f the employment
o f children in the operation o f quarries;
(e) the furnishing by persons engaged in the operation
o f quarries o f any information required by the
Commissioner.
(3) A ny person who acts in contravention o f any
regulation made under this L aw shall be guilty o f an
offence against this Law , and shall be liable on summary
conviction thereof before a Resident Magistrate to a fine
not exceeding twenty-five pounds fo r each offence, and in
default o f payment thereof to be imprisoned with hard
labour for a term not exceeding three months.

JAM AIC A

No. 42— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor.
6th September, 1955.
A L A W to regulate the holding o f land in this Island by
or in trust fo r or fo r the benefit o f the governments o f
foreign countries.
[ 8tli September, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Foreign Governments short title.
(Landholding) Law, 1955.2
*
2— In this Law “ foreign country” means a country other interpratathan the United Kingdom, a Colony, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, the Union o f South A frica , Newfoundland,
India, Pakistan, Southern Rhodesia, Ceylon, Eire, a pro
tectorate, a protected state, a mandated territory and a
trust territory, within the meaning o f the British n & 12
Nationality A ct, 1948, o f the United Kingdom.

2
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Foreign
governments
prohibited
from holding
land without
licence.

3—
(1) From and after the commencement o f this Law no
land in this Island shall be held by, or by any person in
trust fo r or fo r the benefit of, the government o f any foreign
country, w ithout a licence from the Governor in Council.
(2)
A n y land held in contravention o f the provisions
o f subsection (1) o f this section shall be forfeited to Her
M ajesty.

Power of
Governor in
Council to
grant
licence!.

4—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f section 5 o f this Law,
the Governor in Council may, i f he thinks fit, grant to the
government o f any foreign country or to any person on
behalf o f such government, a licence to hold land in this
Island.
(2) Every licence granted under this section—
(a)

Cap. 310.

shall be in such form as the Governor in Council
may require;
(b) shall be subject to such conditions (if any) as the
Governor in Council may impose;
(c) shall be operative only as to the land described and
as to the estate or interest specified therein; and
(d) shall be o f no force or effect until registered in the
Record-Office, or in the case o f land subject to the
Registration o f Titles Law, in the office o f the
Registrar o f Titles.

(3)
U pon the breach o f any condition in a licen
granted under this section the estate or interest held by
virtue o f the licence shall be forfeited to H er Majesty.5
Absolute
prohibition
against
conveyance
or transfer
of land to
foreign
governments
in certain

cases.

5— (1) No person who is dependent on financial support
from , or who is in any way obligated to, the government
o f a foreign country, shall convey or transfer any land in
this Island to that government and any land so conveyed
or transferred shall be forfeited to H er Majesty.
(2)
A certificate signed by the Governor to the effect
that a person was dependent on financial support from,
or was obligated to, the government o f a foreign country
at the time o f the execution o f any deed or other instrument
conveying or transferring to that government any land in
this Island shall, in any legal proceedings, be conclusive
evidence o f the facts therein stated.
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E ffect o f
6—
(1) A n y land forfeited under this Law shall not vest
forfeiture.
in H er M ajesty unless and until a judgment is obtained
declaring the forfeiture, but, on such judgment being
obtained, the title o f H er M ajesty shall relate back to and
be deemed to have commenced from the date o f the execution
o f the deed or other instrument conveying or transferring
such land in contravention o f this Law.

(2) A judgm ent declaring a forfeiture o f land shall
operate to vest in H er M ajesty all the estate and interest
therein declared to be forfeited.
Procedure.
7—
For the purpose o f establishing a forfeiture under
this Law , the Attorney General may, on behalf o f H er
Majesty, apply ex parte to the Supreme Court fo r a declara
tion that any right, title or interest sought to be affected
is forfeited to H er M ajesty.

Exemption
8—
Every licence granted under this Law shall be exempt
from stamp
from stamp duty.9
duty.

9— Nothing in this L aw shall affect any estate or interest
Saving.
in land in this Island held by the government o f any foreign
country at the commencement o f this Law.

JA M A IC A

No. 43— 1955

I assent,

IL.S.I
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
29th September,. 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Settled Land Law.
[ 3rd October, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
—
This Law may be cited as the Settled Land (Amend- short title,
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one ronetruction.
with the Settled Land Law (hereinafter referred to as the cap. 356.
principal Law ).
1

2— Subsection (10) o f section 2 o f the principal Law is Amendment
hereby amended by inserting in the subsection next after (io)°0f see
the definition o f “ Securities” the follow ing definition—
pXfpaf
“ “ Trust corporation” means a corporation Law
declared to be a trust corporation for
cap. 182.
the purposes o f the Judicature (Trust
Corporations) L a w .” .
3—
Subsection (1) o f section 47 o f the principal Law is Amendment
x .
.
*
i
j c «
., i
of subsection
hereby amended by inserting next alter tne words settle- (i) 0f section
ment by one trustee” the w ords “ or unless the trustee is a ^pa°ifLaw.'
trust corporation” .

2
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Repeal and
replacement
of section 48
of principal
Law.

4 — Section 48 o f the principal L aw is hereby repealed
and the follow ing section substituted therefor—

The S ettled Land ([A m endm ent ) Law ,

••Trustees’
receipts.
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48— The receipt or direction in w riting o f
Qr
trustees o f the settlement, or
where one trustee is empowered to act,
o f or by that trustee, or o f or by .the personal
representatives o f the last surviving or con
tinuing trustee, fo r or relating to any money
or securities, paid or transferred to or by
the direction o f the trustees, trustee, or rep
resentatives, as the case may be, effectu
ally discharges the payer or transferor
therefrom, and from being bound to see to
the application or being answerable for any
loss or m isapplication thereof, and, in case
o f a mortgagee or other person advancing
money, from being concerned to see that any
money advanced by him is wanted for any
purpose o f this Law , or that no more than
is wanted is raised.” .

JA M A IC A

No. 44— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor.
1st October, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Representation o f the People Law.
[ 3rd October, 1955 ]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Short title
1—
This Law may be cited as the Representation o f the
and con
People (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and con struction.
strued as one with the Representation o f the People Law Cap. 342.
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Law) and all
amendments thereto.2

2— The principal Law is hereby amended by the insertion insertion of
immediately after section 21 o f the follow ing section as ““ principal
section 2 1 a —
Law“ investiga2 1 a — (1) I f at any time between the
tion to'pre- publication o f the preliminary list fo r any
jimmary
polling division in accordance with the pro
visions o f section 14 o f this Law and the

2
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three months next after the. commencement
o f the revision o f such list under section 22
o f this Law , the Chief Electoral Officer
suspects that such list is for any reason likely
to be subtantially inaccurate, he may by
notice in w riting direct an investigator to
carry out an investigation so as to verify the
accuracy or otherwise o f the relevant parti
culars.
(2) U pon the receipt o f any notice
under subsection (1) o f this section the in
vestigator shall where so directed by .the
Chief Electoral Officer enter upon any pre
mises situate within the polling division to
which the preliminary list relates and make
such enquiries as he may think necessary to
enable him to report to the Chief Electoral
Officer as to the accuracy or otherwise o f the
relevant particulars.
(3) So soon as may be after the com
pletion o f any investigation under this
section the investigator shall make a report
to the Chief Electoral Officer as to the
accuracy or otherwise o f the relevant parti
culars.
(4) The provisions o f subsections (3),
(4), (7) and (8) o f section 18 o f this Law shall
apply to an investigator under this section
as they apply to a special investigator, sub
ject to the follow ing modifications—
(a) that for references to section 18
there shall be substituted references
to this section; and
(b)

that the word “ special” wherever
it appears in the subsections afore
said shall be deemed to be deleted.

(5) In this section—
“ investigator” means a person appoint
ed by the Chief Electoral Officer to

The R epresentation o f the P eople

(A m end m ent ) Law , 1955 [No. 44]

make any investigation under this
section;
“ relevant particulars” means parti
culars relating to the names,
addresses or occupations o f the
persons specified in the preliminary
list concerned.” .
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I assent,

[LS.l
H ugh F oot,
Governor,
15th October, 1955.
A L A W to Am end the Sugar Industry Control Law.
[Y lth October, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.1
3
2
1—
This Law may be cited as the Sugar Industry Control short title
(Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed straction,
as one with the Sugar Industry Control Law (hereinafter Cap 372
referred to as the principal Law ) and all amendments
thereto.

2— Section 2 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by Amendment
inserting immediately after the word “ but” in the definition °[ principal
o f “ cane farm er” the words “ unless the context otherwise Lawrequires,” .
3— The principal Law is hereby amended by inserting inaertion of
therein next after section 21 the follow ing section as section
21a—

La'v‘
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of Hanover
cane farmers,

Amendment
of section 22
of principal
Law.

1955.

21a— Notwithstanding anything to the
I
«
• ,i
• *
contrary every cane farmer m the parish o f
Hanover who, not being registered under
section 21 o f this Law , delivered sugar canes
to Barnetts Factory or Frome Central Factory
during the period o f twelve months com
mencing on the 1st December, 1953, shall as
from the commencement o f that period be
deemed to have become a registered cane
farmer in respect o f the factory to which he
delivered sugar canes as aforesaid.” .

4—
Subsection (1) o f section 22 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended by inserting therein immediately after the
word “ B oard” where that w ord appears fo r the first time,
the words “ or by virtue o f the provisions o f section 21 a
o f this L a w ” .

Amendment
of section 24
of principal

5—

Section 24 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in

the follow ing respects—

Law.

(a)

by adding to subsection (1) the follow ing pa ra 
graph—
“ For the purposes o f this section the expression
“ cane farm er” includes a manufacturer who cul
tivates sugar canes on his own land.” ;

(b)

by inserting in subsection (3) immediately after
the words “ Registered Cane Farmer” the words
“ or, as the case may be, each manufacturer who
cultivates sugar canes on his own land,” ;

(c)

by re-numbering subsections (6) and (7) as sub
sections (7) and (8) respectively;

(d)

by deleting subsections (4) and (5) and inserting
instead the follow ing subsections as subsections
(4), (5) and (6) respectively—
“ (4) (a) The cane farm er’ s licence issued under
subsection (3) o f this section shall—
(i) be in the prescribed form ;
(ii) authorize delivery o f sugar canes only to
the factory specified in the licence;
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(iii) fix the quantity (hereinafter referred to as
“ the basic quantity” ) o f sugar canes which
may be delivered under the Licence during
a quota period; and
(iv) be subject to such conditions as may be
prescribed.
(b) The Board before issuing a cane
farm er’s licence may refer the application to the
Sugar M anufacturers’ Association (of Jamaica)
Lim ited, or any association or organization repre
sentative o f cane farmers fo r the advice o f the
association thereon, but the Board shall not be
bound by any advice tendered by any such
association.
(c) U pon the application o f a cane farmer
to whom a licence has been issued under the provi
sions o f this section, the Board may in the pre
scribed manner and subject to such conditions and
restrictions as may be prescribed, cancel, vary,
amend or transfer such licence.
(d)
. For the purposes o f this section the
conditions and restrictions mentioned in para
graph (c) o f this subsection may—
(i) specify the mode o f transfer, cancellation
or variation o f any cane farm er’s licence;
(ii) restrict the transfer o f any cane farm er’s
licence to any class or category o f registered
cane farm ers;
(iii) specify the manner o f distribution or appor
tionment o f the relevant basic quantity or
part thereof (including the priority to be
enjoyed by any class or category o f regis
tered cane farmers) upon the cancellation or
variation o f a cane farm er’ s licence.
(5) In the case o f—
(a) a registered cane farmer, the basic quan
tity shall—
(i) be equivalent to the quantity o f sugar
canes delivered by him during the

4
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basic quota period to the factory in
respect o f which he is (or had then
been) registered, where the quantity
o f sugar canes so delivered is not in
excess o f the fixed minimum quan
tity;
(ii) where the quantity o f sugar canes so
delivered is in excess o f the fixed
minimum quantity, be equivalent to
the statutory percentage o f such
quantity o f sugar canes or the fixed
minimum quantity whichever may be
greater;
(b) a manufacturer who cultivates sugar cane,
the basic quantity shall be equivalent to
the statutory percentage o f the quantity
o f sugar cane cultivated by him or on his
behalf and delivered to his factory during
the basic quota period, unless the Board
determines that by reason o f any basic
quantity allotted to a registered cane
farmer in accordance with the proviso to
this subsection the basic quantity o f the
manufacturer shall be reduced by such
amount as the Board may think just and
proper, so, however, that the basic
quantity o f the manufacturer shall not be
reduced in any case where paragraph (ii)
o f the said proviso applies:
P rovided that if the Board is satisfied that a
registered cane farmer delivered sugar canes for
the first time during the quota period immediately
follow ing the basic quota period (hereinafter
called the “ specified quota period” ) or would
experience hardship if the basic quantity allotted
to him is not greater than that specified in
paragraph (a) o f this subsection by reason of
(i) the extension during the specified quota
period o f his cultivation with the con
sent o f the manufacturer in respect of
whose factory he is registered; or

The Sugar Industry Control (A m end m ent ) Law ,
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the destruction of his cultivation or
damage thereto during the basic quota
period by fire, drought, disease or any
other vis major or act o f God,

the basic quantity in the case o f such a cane
farmer may in the discretion o f the B oard be
fixed at the amount he would be entitled to under
paragraph (a) of this subsection if for the
references therein to the basic quota period there
were substituted references to the specified quota
period; in which event the manufacturer thereby
affected as well as the registered cane farmer
shall have a right o f appeal under section 26 of
this Law .
(6)
F or the purposes o f subsection (5) o f this
section—
(a)

the statutory percentage shall be the
percentage declared as such from time
to time by order made by the Governor
in Council after consultation with the
Board, and published in the Gazette:
P rovided that any order varying any
statutory percentage shall not be made
to take effect—
(i)

before the expiration o f twelve
months after the publication of
such ord er; and

(ii)

at any date other than the date o f
the commencement o f a quota
p erio d ;

(b)

the fixed minimum quantity shall be
one hundred tons: Provided that the
Governor in Council may from time to
time by notice vary the fixed minimum
quantity;

(c)

the basic quota period shall be such
period as the Governor in Council shall
declare.” .
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I assent,

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor,
15th October, 1955.
A L A W to Amend the Judicature (Supreme Court) Law
[V7th October, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Judicature (Supreme short
Court) (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and “taction,
construed as one with the Judicature (Supreme Court) Law, cap. iso.
hereinafter referred to as the principal Law.2
*

title

2—
Section 6 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
the follow ing respects—
% ^-mSpd
Law.

(a) by deleting from subsection (2) o f the section the
word “ three” and inserting instead the word
“ five” ;
(b) by deleting from the proviso to subsection (2) o f
the section the word “ fou r” and inserting instead
the word “ six” .

2
Amendment
of section 7
o f principal

Law.
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3—
Section 7 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by
deleting paragraph (e) o f the section and inserting instead
the follow ing paragraph—
“ (e) shall be paid salaries at the follow ing rates, that
is to say—
to the C hief Justice, not less than £3,000 per
annum;
to the Senior Puisne Judge, not less than
£2,300 per annum;
to every other Puisne Judge, not less than
£2,200 per annum.” .4

Amendment
of subsection
(1) o f section
10 of princi
pal Law .

4— Subsection (1) o f section 10 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended by deleting from the ninth line o f the sub
section the words “ two hundred” and inserting instead the
words “ seven hundred” .

JAMAICA

No. 47— 1955

I assent,

ILSI

H ug® F oot,
Governor,
15th October, 1955.

A L A W to Amend the Country Fires Law.
\Y1th October, 1955]
E n a c te d b y the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Country Fires (Amend- short title
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed structiwi.
as one with the Country Fires Law, hereinafter referred to cap. si.
as the principal Law.2
2—
Section 2 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by Amendment
inserting immediately after the definition o f “ occupier” aof^inSpai
the follow ing definitions—
■
LswCap. 134.

“ forest officer” means any forest officer
appointed under the Forest L aw ;
“ agricultural officer” means any agri
cultural officer appointed for the
purposes o f section 7 o f this Law by

2
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the D irector o f Agriculture by
notice published in the Gazette, and
includes any agricultural extension
officer employed by any Land
Authority established under the
Land Authorities L a w ;

cap. 205.

“ the M inister” means the member o f
Executive Council charged for the
time being w ith responsibility for
the subject o f agriculture.” .
Amendment
3— Section 4 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended in
A
4 of principal the follow ing respects—
of section
Law.

(a)

by inserting in paragraph (a) o f subsection (1)
immediately after the words “ serves on” the words
“ the officer or sub-officer in charge o f the nearest
P olice Station and” ;

(b)

by inserting in paragraph (a) o f subsection (1)
immediately after the word “ lands” the words
“ the nearest boundaries o f which lie within half
a mile o f the place where it is intended to set
fire to such trash,” ;

(c)

by deleting from subsection (2) all the words
appearing after the word “ notice” where that
word occurs fo r the second time and inserting
instead the follow ing—
‘ ‘Every such notice may be served—
(a) in the case o f an adjoining occupier,
either personally or by leaving it at the
residence o f the adjoining occupier with
some person actually residing therein or,
i f no such person can be found, by affixing
the notice on some open and conspicuous
place on the adjoining land; and
(b)

in the case o f an officer or sub-officer of
police, either personally or by leaving it
at the Police Station with any constable
stationed there.” .

The Country Fires

4—

(A m end m ent) Law , 1955

[No. 47]

Repeal
Section 6 o f the principal Law is hereby repealed and

the follow ing section substituted therefor—
•■Power of
proMbiTt0
totrafh6' 6

5—

6— The Minister may by order from time
to time prohibit, within such parts o f the
Island and fo r such period as may be specified
in such order, the setting o f fire to any trash
without a perm it.” .

and
replacement
of section 6
of principal
L aw .

Section 7 o f the principal Law is hereby amendedAmendment
in

the follow ing respects—
(a)

3

of section 7
of principal
Law.

by deleting paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), ( f ) ,
(g) and (h) o f subsection (1) and inserting instead
the follow ing paragraphs—
“ (a)

an agricultural officer; or

(b)

a forest officer; or

(c)

such other person as the Minister may by
order appoint.” ;

(b)

by inserting immediately after subsection (1) the
follow ing subsection as subsection (1a)—
‘ ‘ (1 a) For the purposes o f this section the
D irector o f A griculture may from time to time
by notice in the Gazette appoint such officers o f
his department, as he may think fit, to be agri
cultural officers. ’ ’ ;

(c)

by deleting the fu ll stop at the end o f subsection
(3) and adding the words “ and the person issuing
such permit shall send a copy thereof to the officer
or sub-officer in charge o f the nearest Police
Station.” .

6— Form 1 in the Schedule to the principal Law is hereby
amended by inserting immediately after the word “ notice
the words “ on the officer (or sub-officer) in charge o f the
Police Station at.................................and” .

Amendment
of Schedule
to principal
Law .

JAMAICA

No. 48— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
1st November, 1955
A L A W to make provision for the satisfaction o f the whole
or any part o f the purchase money or o f the compensa
tion payable by the Government o f Jamaica in respect
o f the purchase or in certain specified cases o f the com
pulsory acquisition of any land by the issue o f bonds,
and for the issue, negotiability and redemption o f such
bonds, and the payment of interest thereon and for
matters incidental to or connected with any o f the fore
going purposes.
r The date o f any Proclamation issued by the 1
Governor bringing the L aw into operation. -*

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited a s the Land Bonds Law, short title
1955, and shall come into operation on a date to be mencement
appointed by the Governor by Proclamation published in
the Gazette.

o
Interpre
tation.

[No. 48]
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2— In this Law —
“ acquisition” with its grammatical variations and
cognate expressions means acquisition in the
exercise o f powers conferred by any Law fo r the
time being in force in relation to the compulsory
acquisition o f land;
“ bonded estate” means any parcel o f land the con
sideration money in respect o f the purchase or the
acquisition o f which by the Government was
paid in whole or in part by the issue o f land
bonds;
“ consideration money” includes, in relation to land
which is purchased, the purchase price o f such
land and, in relation to any land which is acquired,
any sum which is payable by Government to any
vendor in respect o f the compensation awarded to
such vendor by reason o f the acquisition o f his
interest in such la n d ;
“ land bonds” means bonds issued in accordance with
the provisions o f this L a w ;

Schedule.

“ scheduled land” means land o f a category specified
in the Schedule to this L aw ;
‘ ‘vendor” means any person to whom any consideration
money is payable in respect o f the purchase or
acquisition o f any land.

Payment in
land bonds
with consent
of vendor.

3—
W here any land is purchased or acquired by Govern
ment the consideration money payable to any vendor in
respect o f the purchase or acquisition o f such land may, by
agreement between such vendor and Government, be paid
either in whole or in part by the issue to such vendor of
land bonds to a nominal amount equivalent to the whole of
the consideration money or to the part o f the consideration
money which it is agreed may be so paid, as the case may
be.

The Land Bond's Law , 195S
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4— (1) W here any scheduled land is acquired by Govern
ment for resale or for any other public purpose the
consideration money payable to any vendor in respect o f
the acquisition o f such scheduled land may in the absolute
discretion o f the Governor in Council be paid either in
whole or in part by the issue to such vendor of land bonds
to a nominal amount equivalent to the whole of the
consideration money or the part o f the consideration money
determined by the Governor in Council, as the case may b e :

3
Payment in
land bonds
for scheduled
land com
pulsorily
acquired.

P rovided that no mortgagee shall be required to accept
payment o f consideration money in land bonds in respect
o f the whole or any part o f the mortgage debt unless:—
(a)

the Governor in Council first appoints, by notice
published in the Gazette, a Commission o f one or
more persons, which Commission the Governor in
Council is hereby empowered to appoint, to deter
mine whether or not the mortgage was executed by
the mortgagor in contemplation o f proceedings
being taken to acquire the land the subject o f the
mortgage or in contemplation o f the enactment o f
this Law and that the mortgagee knew or had
reason to suspect at the time o f the execution o f
the mortgage that such was the case and to report
to the Governor in Council in relation thereto, and

(b)

such Commission reports to the Governor in
Council that the mortgage was executed by the
mortgagor in contemplation o f proceedings being
taken to acquire the land the subject o f the
mortgage or in contemplation o f the enactment o f
this Law and that the mortgagee knew or had
reason to suspect at the time o f the execution o f
the mortgage that such was the case.

(2)
Every Commission appointed under the provisions
of this section shall have all the powers, privileges, duties
and obligations o f, and shall for all purposes be deemed to
be, a Commission appointed under the Commissions o f
Enquiry Law.

Cap. 68.

4

4
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(3)
A n y person whose interests are or may be,
prejudicially affected, shall be entitled to be beard by him
self or Counsel or Solicitor before any such Commission.
Issue of
land bonds.

5—
(1) For the purpose o f paying any consideration
money which may under section 3 or section 4 o f this Law
be paid by the issue of land bonds, the Accountant General
shall, subject to the provisions o f this section, create and
issue when and as required land bonds in such form and o f
such denominations as may be prescribed.
(2)
There shall not be outstanding at any one time
land bonds to a nominal value in excess o f £2,000,000.

Land Bond
Fnnd.

6—
(1) For the purpose o f the redemption o f land bonds
and o f the payment o f interest upon land bonds there is
hereby constituted a fund to be known as the Land Bond
Fund.
(2) A ll interest payable on land bonds shall be paid
out of the Land Bond Fund and if such Fund shall be in
sufficient shall be charged upon and paid out o f the general
revenues o f this Island.
(3) A ll moneys required for the redemption of land
bonds in accordance with the provisions o f this L aw shall
be paid out of the Land Bond Fund and if such Fund shall
be insufficient shall be charged upon and paid out o f the
general revenues o f this Island.

Interest- on
land bonds.

Cap Cap. 229.

7—
(1) A ll land bonds shall bear interest at such rate as
may be prescribed by the regulations under which they are
issued provided that no bonds shall be issued at a rate
less than the rate at which the last issue o f stock issued
under the L ocal Registered Stock L aw was issued.
(2)
The interest on any land bonds shall be paid by
the Accountant General at such time and in such manner
as may be prescribed.

Redemption
of land
bonda.

8—
(1) A ll land bonds shall be redeemable at par together
with the payment o f all arrears o f interest thereon.

The Land Bonds Law ,

1955
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(2) The Accountant. General shall make arrange
ments for the redemption o f land bonds by means o f
periodical drawings at such time and in such manner as
may be prescribed provided that all land bonds shall be
redeemed w ithin 20 years from the date on which they are
issued.
(3) Regulations shall be made under this Law pro
viding fo r the immediate redemption at par o f land bonds—
(a)

surrendered to the Collector General in satis
faction o f any arrears o f taxes accrued due, in
relation to .the bonded estate in connection w ith
the purchase or acquisition o f which they
were issued, at the time o f such purchase or
acquisition; or .

(b)

surrendered to the Commissioner o f Estate Duties
in satisfaction o f any estate duty payable on the
death o f any person.

(4) Regulations may be made under this Law
providing fo r the immediate redemption o f land bonds sur
rendered to the Collector General in satisfaction o f any
taxes that may be prescribed.
(5) There shall be credited to the Land Bond Fund
such sums as may from time to time be provided fo r the
purpose o f redemption o f land bonds in the Estimates o f
Revenue and Expenditure o f the Island.
9— (1) The Accountant General shall keep in the pre
scribed form a register containing such particulars as may
be prescribed in relation to all land bonds issued under this
Law.
(2) No sum payable by way o f interest upon any
land bonds or upon the redemption o f any land bonds, shall
be paid to any person except a person fo r the time being
shown upon the register as the holder o f the bonds in
respect o f which the payment is made.
(3) A ll land bonds shall be capable o f being trans
ferred in such manner as may be prescribed.

Registration
and negotia
bility.

195§

6
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Moneys to

10—
(1) W here any moneys are received (whether in a
lump sum or by instalments) by the Government of
Jam aica in respect o f the sale or lease o f any bonded estate
or o f any land com prised in a bonded estate, the whole of the
moneys so received shall be credited to the Fund up to an
amount which together w ith the aggregate o f any amounts
previously so credited in respect o f such bonded estate is
equal to the bonded debt diminished by the amount o f any
interest paid out o f general revenue under subsection (2) o f
section 6 o f this L aw upon bonds issued in respect o f the
purchase or acquisition o f the bonded estate.

Ijo credited

to Land
Bond Fnnd.

The Land Bonds Law ,

(2) In this section—
“ bonded debt” means in relation to any bonded estate
or any land comprised in such estate an amount
equivalent to the aggregate o f the amounts o f the
nominal value o f land bonds issued in respect o f
the purchase or acquisition o f such estate and o f
the interest accrued due thereon.1
Power to de
clare land to
be scheduled
land.

11— (1) Subject to the provisions o f subsections (2) and
(3) o f this section, the Governor in Council may, after such
enquiry as he may deem sufficient, by order published in
the Gazette, declare any land to be within the category
specified in paragraph, (a) or in paragraph (b) o f the
Schedule to this L aw , and thereafter the provisions o f this
L aw relating to scheduled land shall have effect with
respect to the la n d :
Provided that every order declaring land to be within the
category specified in paragraph (b) o f the Schedule to this
L aw shall be laid upon the respective tables o f both
Chambers o f the Legislature and shall come into force
upon being approved by Resolutions o f each Chamber with
effect from the date o f the later o f such Resolutions.
(2) Subject to the provisions o f subsections (3) and (6)
o f this section, whenever the Governor in Council is satisfied
that any land would have fallen within the category specified
in paragraph (a) o f the Schedule to this Law but for action
taken since the 1st day o f January, 1955, or the day twelve
months before the date o f the publication o f the notice

The Land Bonds Law ,

1955
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referred to in subsection (3) o f this section, whichever be the
later day, by the owner or occupier o f the land, w ith a view
to terminating the tenancies o f persons renting the land,
he may, nevertheless, by order declare the land to be within
that category, and the provisions o f this Law relating to
scheduled land shall thereafter have effect w ith respect to
the land.
(3) Before making an order under subsection (2) o f
this section, the Governor in Council shall, by notice pub
lished in the Gazette, appoint a Commission o f one or more
persons to determine whether or not any action taken with
a view to terminating the tenancies o f persons renting any
land to be specified in the order was taken in good faith and
not in contemplation o f the enactment o f this Law or in
contemplation o f the acquisition o f the land, and to report
to him in relation thereto.
(4) Every such Commission shall have all the powers,
privileges, duties and obligations o f, and shall for all pur
poses be deemed to be, a Commission appointed under the
Commissions o f Enquiry Law .

Cap.

68.

(5) A n y person whose interests are, or may be, pre
judicially affected, shall be entitled to be heard by himself
or Counsel or Solicitor before any such Commission.
(6) I f the Commission reports to the Governor in
Council that the action taken by the owner or occupier o f
the land w ith a view to terminating the tenancies o f persons
renting the land was taken in good faith and not in con
templation o f the enactment o f this Law or in contemplation
o f the acquisition o f the land, the order shall not be made.
12— W here compensation is to be paid either in whole Basis of
or in part by the issue o f land bonds fo r any land acquired ra™cqnisi-10n
under the Land A cquisition Law and comprising the
whole or part o f an estate which has been declared by land. ^
the Governor in Council fo r the purposes o f this Law to be p
in his opinion substantially used by the owner or occupier
for the purpose o f renting to tenants fo r terms not
exceeding five years and in parcels not exceeding on the
average ten acres each, the amount o f such compensation

8
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shall be determined as i f there were substituted fo r subparagraph (a) o f paragraph (i) o f subsection (1) o f section
14 o f the Land A cquisition Law the follow ing subparagraph—
“ (a)

Basis of
compensation
on acquisi
tion o f land
in develop
ment area.
Cap. 204.

the market value at the date o f the service o f the
notice under subsection (3) o f section 9 o f this
L aw estimated on the basis that it is intended
to continue to use the land substantially fo r the
purpose o f renting to tenants for terms not
exceeding five years and in parcels not exceeding
on the average ten acres each;” .

13—
W here compensation is to be paid either in whole
or in part by the issue o f land bonds fo r any land acquired
under the L and A cquisition L aw and wholly within the
categories o f lands included in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d)
o f the Schedule to this L aw , the amount o f such compen
sation shall be determined as if there were added to
paragraph (ii) o f subsection (1) o f section 14 o f the Land
Acquisition L aw the follow ing sub-paragraph—
“ (h)

any increase to the value o f the land which is
attributable to works o f development undertaken
within six years immediately preceding the ser
vice o f the notice under subsection (3) o f section 9
o f this Law , or proposed by the Government or
by any statutory authority in the area in which
the land is situate where such area—
(i) has been declared to be a development area
for the purposes o f the Land Bonds Law,
1955, or

Cap. 205.

(ii) is an improvement area within the meaning o f the Land Authorities L a w ; or

168.

(iii) is an irrigation area within the meaning
o f the Irrigation Law. ’ ’ .1
4

Cap.

Regulations.

14— The Governor in Council may make such regula
tions for giving effect to the provisions o f this Law as he
may deem necessary or expedient.

The Land Bonds Law ,

1955
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9

A il regulations made under this L aw shall be laid as
soon as may be after the making thereof before the House
o f Representatives and the Legislative Council, and i f the
House o f Representatives or the Legislative Council, w ithin
twenty-one days from the day on whieh any such regulations
are laid as aforesaid* resolves that the regulations be
annulled, the regulations shall thereupon cease to have effect
but without prejudice to anything previously done there
under or to the making o f new regulations.
In reckoning any such period o f twenty-one days as afore
said, no account shall be taken o f any time during which
the House o f Representatives or the Legislative Council is
dissolved or prorogued or during which the House is
adjourned fo r more than four days or the Council fo r more
than six days.
15— The Land Acquisition Law is hereby amended in the
follow in g respects—
'
(a)

by the insertion next after subsection (4) o f section
5 o f the follow ing subsection as subsection (5)—
“ (5) For the purpose o f this section compen
sation which is to be paid by the issue o f land
bonds in accordance w ith the provisions o f the
Land Bonds L aw 1955, shall be deemed to be
compensation which is to be paid out o f loan
funds o f the Government o f this Island.”

(b)

by the substitution o f a semi-colon fo r the fullstop
at the end o f paragraph (i) o f subsection (1) o f
section 14 and the insertion next after that semi
colon o f the follow ing sub-paragraph as subparagraph (f)—
“ (f)

(c)

whether o r not compensation is to be paid
in whole or in part by the issue o f land
bonds in accordance with the provisions
o f the Land Bonds Law 1955.” ;

by the substitution o f a semi-colon fo r the fullstop
at the end o f subsection (1) o f section 18 and the

“ Amendment
of Gap. 204.

[No. 48]
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insertion next after that semi-colon o f the follow 
ing paragraph as paragraph (e)—
“ (e)

Bepeal of
L ?w 6 of
1948.

whether or not compensation is to be paid
by the issue o f land bonds in accordance
w ith the provisions o f the Land Bonds
Law 1955, and, i f it is to be so paid, the
extent o f the compensation which is to be
so paid and the terms and conditions under
which the bonds w ijl be issued/”

16— The Land Bonds Law , 1948, is hereby repealed.
SCHEDULE

(Section 2)

(a) Land in parcels of fifty acres and upwards comprising the whole
or part of an estate declared by the Governor in Council to be
in his opinion substantially used by the owner or occupier for
the purpose of renting to tenants for terms of not exceeding
five years and in parcels not exceeding on the average ten acres
each.
(b) Land wholly within an area declared by the Governor in
Council in accordance with the provisions of subsection (1)
of section 11 of this Law to be a development area.
Cap. 205.

(c) Land wholly within an improvement area within the mean,
ing of the Land Authorities Law.

Cap.

(d) Land wholly within an irrigation area within the meaning
of the Irrigation Law.

168.

JAMAICA

No. 49— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot,
Governor
1st November, 1955
A Law to Amend the Constabulary Force Law.
[3r<Z November, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Constabulary Force short title
(Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed “tractl™.
as one w ith the Constabulary Force Law (hereinafter cap, n.
referred to as the principal Law) and all amendments
thereto.
2— Section 3 o f the principal Law is hereby amended in Amendment
the follow ing respects—
If| S | S
Law.

(a)

by the insertion next after the word “ Force,” ,
where that word appears fo r .the fourth time in
subsection (1) o f the section, o f the words “ also

2
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tw o A ssista n t C om m issioners o f P olice w ho shall
be n ex t in order o f rank and command to the
D ep u ty Com m issioner o f P olice an d ” ;
(b)

Amendment
of section 4
of principal
Law.

3—

by the deletion from subsection (2) o f this
section o f
the w ord s
"C om m ission er and
D e p u ty C om m ission er”
and the substitution
th erefor o f the w ord s "C om m ission er, D eputy
C om m issioner, A ssistan t C om m issioner, Super
intendent and A ssista n t Superintendent” .

Section 4 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by

the insertion next after the words "D epu ty Commissioner,”
wherever those words appear in the section, o f the words
"A ssistan t Commissioner,” .

Amendment
of section 13
of principal

L^w.

4—

Section 13 o f the principal Law is hereby amended

by the insertion' next after the words “ One Deputy Com
missioner.” o f the words "T w o Assistant Commissioners.” .

Repeal
of section 20
of principal
Law.
Amendment
of section 30
of principal
Law.

5— Section 20 o f the principal L aw is hereby repealed.
6—

Section 30 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by

the insertion next after the words "D epu ty

Commis

sioner,” appearing in paragraph (f) o f the section, o f the
words “ Assistant Commissioners,” .
Amendment
o f section 81
of principal

Law.

7—

Section 31 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by

the insertion next after the words "D eputy Commissioner, ”
o f the words “ or an Assistant Commissioner,” .

Amendment
of section 32
of principal
Law.

8—

S ection 32 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by

the insertion next after item (g) o f subsection (2) o f the
section, o f the follow ing item as item (gg)—
"(g g ) In the case o f First Class Constables reduction
in rank to
Constable.” .

the

grade

of

Second

Class
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I assent,

[ L .S .J
H

ugh

F oot.

Governor
9th December, 1955
A L A W to Am end the Textile Industry (Encouragement)
Law
[15th December, 1955]
E n a c t e d by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.

1—
This Law may be cited as the Textile Industry short title
(Encouragement) (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be read ‘ traction,
and construed as one with the Textile Industry (Encourage- cap. 380.
ment) Law, hereinafter referred to as the principal Law.
2— Section 3 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by Amendment
•
.
,
.
.
.
.
. .
of section 3
inserting the follow ing subsection as subsection (3)—
of principal
“ (3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the Law'
Governor in Council may by Order authorise a recog
nised manufacturer at any factory in relation to which
he is a recognised manufacturer to produce yarn for

[No. 50]

The T extile In du stry (E n couragem en t ) (A m endm ent)
L a w , 1955

sale from other raw materials whether imported under
section 5 o f this L aw or otherwise, subject to such
conditions and restrictions as the Governor in Council
may in such Order im pose; and thereupon the provisions
o f subsections (1) and (2) o f section 8 o f this Law shall
apply to the yarn so produced in like manner as they
apply to textiles manufactured at such factory.” .
Amendment
of section 5
of principal

Law.

3— Subsection (4) o f section 5 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended by deleting the definition o f “ specified raw
material” and inserting instead the follow ing definition—
“ specified raw material” means—
(a)

raw cotton, cotton linters (not further
manufactured than ginned), waste wholly
o f cotton unfit fo r use without further
m anufacture;

(b)

synthetic filaments (continuous or cut for
use in the manufacture o f textiles);

(c)

dyes o f all kinds used in the manufacture
o f textiles;

(d)

yarns.” .

JA M A IC A

No. 51— 1955

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955
A L A W to V alidate and Confirm the Jury L is t settled
for the parish of K ingston for the year 1956.
[22nd Decem ber, 1955]
E n a c t e d by the G overn or o f J a m a ica w ith the advice
and consent o f the L eg isla tiv e C ou n cil a n d H ou se o f
R epresentatives.

1—
This L aw may be cited as the Jury L ist (Parish of short tuu.
Kingston) V alidation Law , 1955.
2—
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Jury Validation.
Law, the ju ry list settled for the parish o f K ingston on Cap' 188’
the 15th day o f September, 1955, by the Justices sitting in
Special P etty Session at the Court House at Kingston
is, notwithstanding any irregularities therein, hereby
validated and confirmed and such list shall for all purposes
be deemed to be the true and proper jury list for the
parish o f K ingston for the year 1956 and the special jurors
for such parish shall be the respective persons against

2

c»p. i86.
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whose names in such list there appear the words “ special
ju ro r” or the letters
notwithstanding that the
aggregate number o f such names upon such list is greater
than the number of names o f special jurors required by
section 12 o f the Jury L aw to be selected for the parish
o f K ingston, and every person against whose name such
words or letters appear shall for all purposes be deemed
to be law fully qualified and liable to serve as a special
ju ror and every other person on such list shall similarly be
deemed to be for all purposes law fully qualified and liable
to serve as a common juror.

JA M A IC A
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I assent.

[L.S.]

H

ugh

F oot.

Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Amend the Record Office Law.
[22nd December, 1955]
E

nacted

by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice

and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—

'

This L aw may be cited as the Record Office (Amend-

short title
and con-

ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one atruction.
with the Record Office Law , hereinafter referred to as the cap.

335 .

principal Law.

2— Section 16 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
in the follow ing respects—
of principal
Law.

(a)

by the deletion o f the words “ any such Supreme
Court as above mentioned” and the substitution
therefor o f the words “ the Supreme Court” ; and

2
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(b)

Amendment
of section 17
of principal
Law.

The R ecord Office

(A m en d m en t ) Law , 1955

by the deletion o f the words “ such records and
their custody in the same way as i f they” .

3— Section 17 o f the principal Law is hereby amended
by the insertion therein next after the words “ in relation
to ’ ’ o f the words “ such records and their custody in the
same way as i f they” .

JA M A IC A
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I assent,

[L.S.]

H

ugh

F oot.

Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Am end the P ublic Order Law.
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted

by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice

and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—

This L aw may be cited as the Public Order (Am end- short title

ment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed as one

struction.

with the P ublic Order Law , hereinafter referred to as the Cap’ 338‘
principal Law.
2—

Section 12 o f the principal Law is hereby amended Amendment

by the deletion therefrom o f the figures “ 1955” and the otprincjai
substitution therefor of the figures ‘ ‘ 1956’ ’ .
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I assent,

[L.S.]

H

ugh

F

oot.

Governor
20th December, 1955
A L A W to Provide fo r the establishment o f a Traffic Court
in the Corporate A rea and fo r purposes incidental thereto
or connected therewith.
F The date of any Proclamation issued by the *1
L Governor bringing the Law into operation. ^

by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
E nacted

1—
This Law may be cited as the Traffic Court Law, 1 9 5 5 , short title
and shall come into operation on a day to be appointed by mencement
the Governor by Proclamation published in the Gazette.

2—

In this Law—

“ Corporate A rea” means the combined area o f the
parishes o f K ingston and Saint A ndrew ;
‘ ‘ the Court’ ’ means the Traffic Court established under
this L a w ;

interpre-
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“ Resident M agistrate” means a person appointed to
be a Resident Magistrate or to act as such under
the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law ;
“ Clerk” , “ Deputy Clerk” and “ Assistant Clerk”
mean respectively a person appointed to be a Clerk
o f the Courts, a Deputy Clerk o f the Counts, or
an Assistant Clerk o f the Courts or to act in any
one o f those capacities (as the case may be) under
the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law.

Establish
ment of
Traffic Court.

Jurisdiction
of the Court.
Schedule.

Schedule.

3—

There shall be established in the Corporate Area a

Court o f Record to be called the Traffic Court.
4—
(1) I t shall be law ful fo r the Court to hear and
determine any o f the offences and contraventions mentioned
in the Schedule to this Law , i f committed in the parish o f
K ingston or in the parish o f Saint A ndrew or in any other
parish by any person residing in the parish o f Kingston
or in the parish o f Saint Andrew.
(2) The Judge o f the Court shall, when sitting therein
fo r the trial o f any ofEence mentioned in the Schedule to
this Law, be deemed to be exercising the special statutory
summary jurisdiction o f a Resident Magistrate, unless the
offence is triable on indictment and the offender is indic.ed
therefor.
(3) The Court shall have all ministerial powers,
duties and authorities incident to the jurisdiction vested
in it by subsection (1) of this section.

Cap. 179.
Cap. 188.

(4) The provisions o f the Judicature (Resident
Magistrates) Law and o f the Justices o f the Peace Jurisdic
tion Law shall apply to the Court in the exercise o f the
jurisdiction vested in it by this Law and to the process,
procedure and practice o f the Court (whether before, during
or after trial) as the said provisions apply to a Resident
M agistrate’ s Court in the exercise o f the jurisdiction vested
in it by the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law and to
the process, procedure and practice o f such Court.
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5—
The Chief Justice shall cause a seal to be provided seal
for the Court and all process issuing from the Court shall
be sealed or stamped w ith such seal.
6—
The Court shall ordinarily hold its sittings in K in g- where court
ston, but subject to Rules o f Court made under section 15 t0 be heia'
o f this Law, the Court may sit at any time and at any
place in the Corporate A rea fo r the trial o f any o f the
offences mentioned in the Schedule to this Law.
schedule.

7— ( 1 ) The Judge o f the Court shall be a Resident Judge of the
Magistrate or a person qualified to act as a Resident
Magistrate who shall be assigned to the Court by the Chief
Justice and who shall, in addition to being the Judge o f
the Court, have all the functions, duties, powers, ju risd ic
tion, immunities and privileges o f a Resident Magistrate,
as provided in the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law , CaP- 179in relation to the parishes o f Kingston and Saint Andrew.
(2)
The Judge o f the Court may, subject to the
approval o f the Chief Justice, sit at any time and at any
place in the Corporate A rea for the trial o f any matter
(whether criminal or civil) within the jurisdiction o f the
Resident M agistrate’ s Court for the parish of Kingston
.or the Resident M agistrate’ s Court for the parish o f Saint
Andrew.
8— It shall be law ful fo r any Resident Magistrate, upon Any Besident
°
.
r ,
Magistrate
the application o f the Judge o f the Court, to act fo r the may act for
Judge o f the Court on any particular occasion:
the udee'
Provided that a Resident M agistrate shall not act in
this manner for the Judge o f the Court for more than a
week at a time, without the consent o f the Governor.9
9— (1) There shall
Deputy Clerk and such
Governor may consider
out o f the provisions o f

be assigned to the Court a Clerk, a t^®“ cr*°£
number o f Assistant Clerks as the
necessary fo r the proper carrying
this Law.

(2)
The Clerk, the Deputy Clerk and the Assistant
Clerks so assigned shall, fo r the purpose o f discharging
the functions o f the Court w ithin their province, have
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respectively all the functions, duties, powers, immunities
and privileges o f any Clerk or Deputy Clerk or Assistant
Clerk (as the case may be) o f the Resident Magistrates
Courts fo r the parishes o f K ingston and Saint Andrew.
Enforcement
10— The attendance o f accused persons and witnesses
of accused1108 before the Court may be enforced by the same officers, by
the same process and in the same way, as the attendance
o f such persons before Justices may be enforced under the
cap. 188.
provisions o f the Justices o f the Peace Jurisdiction Law.
Power to

trial to

appropnau
schedule.

A n y Resident M agistrate having jurisdiction in
the matter before whom any case involving the trial o f any
0ffence mentioned in the Schedule to this Law and within
1 1 — (1 )

the jurisdiction o f the Traffic Court is brought shall,
unless he is o f the opinion that such a course w ill cause
unnecessary hardship or unnecessary inconvenience to
witnesses or accused persons, transfer such case for trial by
the Traffic Court and the record shall be endorsed
accordingly.
(2)
The Judge o f the Traffic Court shall, if he
satisfied that the requirements o f justice render it
expedient to do so or so as to avoid any unnecessary
hardship or unnecessary inconvenience to witnesses or
accused persons, transfer any case within the jurisdiction
o f the Traffic Court that may be brought before him for
trial by any Resident M agistrate’ s Court having juris
diction in the matter, as may be appropriate, and the
record shall be endorsed accordingly.

12— The foregoing provisions o f this Law shall not be
S^ut?ate» deemed to limit, prejudice or affect the powers and jurisdicK?ngston"and tion o f the Resident Magistrates Courts fo r the parishes
»nd ofASw8W Kingston and Saint Andrew or the powers o f the Clerks,
officer* there- Deputy Clerks and Assistant Clerks o f the Resident
affected.
Magistrates Courts fo r those parishes, in relation to the
schedule.
offences mentioned in the Schedule to this Law or in any
other manner.
Power* of

Appeal*.

13— A n appeal from any judgment o f the Judge o f the
Court in any case tried by him in virtue o f the jurisdiction
conferred on the Court by this Law shall lie to the Court o f
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b

Appeal, and the provisions o f sections 294 to 305 (inclusive)
o f the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law shall apply cap. 179
to such appeal as the said provisions apply to criminal
appeals under that Law.
14—
This Law shall have effect for the purposes o f any Proceeding!
proceedings begun after the commencement o f this Law,
whenever the offence was committed, but shall not affect any
proceedings begun before the commencement o f this Law,
and any proceedings begun before the commencement of
this L aw may be continued and the penalties consequent
thereon enforced as if this Law had not been enacted.
15—
(1) The Resident Magistrates named from time to Buie* of
time by the Governor fo r the purposes o f section 135 o f the
Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law, or a m ajority o f cap. 179.
them, may make, revoke and alter rules fo r the Court—
(a)

fo r the effectual execution o f this Law and o f the
objects thereof;

(b)

fo r the regulation o f the practice and proceedings
o f the Court;

(c)

fo r the registration o f all orders and judgments
and the keeping o f books by the Clerk o f the Court,
recording or relating to the proceedings o f the
Court;

(d)

for the settling o f the duties o f the officers o f the
Court.

(2) Rules fo r regulating the proceedings o f the Court
o f Appeal fo r the purposes o f this Law may be made by the
Judges o f the Supreme Court.
(3) Rules made under this section shall not come into
force until allowed by the Governor in Council, who shall
have power to allow, disallow, add to, or alter such rules.
(4) The provisions o f this section shall not extend to
the making o f rules relating to financial, accounting or
audit matters.

6
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(5) W here no other provision is expressly made by
this L aw or by rules under this section the procedure and
practice for the time being prescribed by rules for the
Resident M agistrates’ Courts shall apply to the Court,
so far as such rules may be appropriate and with such
variations as the circumstances may require.
(6) The w ord “ rules” in this section includes forms.
Power to
amend
Schedule.

16— The Governor in Council may by order amend the
Schedule to this Law.
SCHEDULE

(Sections 4, 6, 11, 12 and 16)

Offences under, and contraventions of, the Road Traffic Law (Cap.
346) and any Regulations made thereunder.
Offences against the Main Roads Law (Cap. 231).
Offences against the Parochial Roads Law (Cap. 277).

JA M A IC A

No. 55— 1955

I assent,

lL.S.1
H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955
A L A W Further to Am end the Judicature (Resident
Magistrates) L aw and to V alidate such appointments as
Clerk o f the Courts for the parish o f K ingston or as
A ctin g Clerk o f the Courts for the parish of Kingston
made between the 24th day o f August, 1952, and the
commencement o f this L aw as have not been validly
made.
[2 2 nd December , 1 9 5 5 ]

E nacted by the Governor of Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the Judicature (Resident Sh*?r^ tle
Magistrates) (Amendment and Validation) Law , 1 9 5 5 , atruction.
and shall be read and construed as one with the
Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Law (hereinafter cap . 179.
referred to as the principal Law ) and all amendments
thereto.

2

[No. 55]

The Judicature (Resident Magistrates) (Amendment and
Validation) Law, 1955

Amendment
of section
14 of prin
cipal Law .

2— (1) Section 14 o f the principal L aw is hereby
amended by deleting from the section the words “ eight
hundred pounds and not exceeding one thousand” and
inserting instead the words “ one thousand, seven
hundred” .
'
(2) Subsection (1) o f this section shall be deemed to
have come into operation on the 1st day o f A p ril, 1955.

Amendment
of section
17 of prin
cipal Law .

3—
Section 17 of the principal Law is hereby amended
in the follow ing respects—
(a)

by deleting from subsection (1) of the section the
words “ an additional Clerk” and inserting
instead the words “ additional Clerks” ;

(b)

by deleting from subsection (2) o f the section the
w ords “ a second” and inserting instead the word
“ another” .

Amendment
4— The m arginal note to section 20 o f the principal Law
not*togmal is hereby amended by deleting therefrom the comma and
principal°£ the words “ salary and allow ance” .
L aw .

5— N otwithstanding anything contained in the principal
Law , every person appointed between the 24th day of
AcSg°cierk A ugust, 1952, and the commencement o f this Law to be a
courts
Clerk of the Courts for the parish o f K ingston or to act as
Kingston
a Clerk o f the Courts for the parish o f K ingston shall be
August,1
deemed to have been validly appointed and to have had,
commence- while holding or acting or purporting to act during that
this Law
period in the office o f Clerk of the Courts for the parish of
K ingston, all the powers, privileges and immunities of a
Clerk of the Courts appointed under section 16 o f the
principal Law .

Validation of
menteas1
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I assent.

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Continue further the operation o f the Public
Meetings Law.
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor of Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—

This Law. may be cited as the P ublic Meetings short title
(Amendment) L aw , 1955, and shall be read and construed s”ruc^,n
as one w ith the P ublic Meetings L aw (hereinafter referred c»P. sai.
to as the principal Law ) and all amendments thereto.
2— Section 11 o f the principal Law (inserted therein by Amendment
the Public ^Jeetings (Amendment) Law ) is hereby re- 0f principal
pealed and the follow ing section substituted therefor—
Lftw
•'Duration of

Il*w'

11— This L aw shall remain in force until
the 31st day of December, 1956.” .

JA M A IC A

No. 57— 1955

I assent,

[ L .S .]
H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to A m end the Pioneer Industries
(Encouragement) Law.
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Short title
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Pioneer Industries
and con
(Encouragement) (Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be struction.
read and construed as one with the Pioneer Industries Cap. 294.
(Encouragement) Law (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Law ) and all amendments thereto.

2—
Subsection (1) o f section 4 o f the principal Law (as Amendment
amended by the Pioneer Industries (Encouragement) °{ principal
(Amendment) Law is hereby amended by deleting therefrom rjawthe figures “ 1955” and substituting the figures “ 1956” .

ADv V

JA M A IC A
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I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Amend the Hotels A id Law.
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica w ith the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Hotels A id (Amend- short
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one Btruction.
with the Hotels A id Law (hereinafter referred to as the cap. 152 .
principal Law) and all amendments thereto.

title

2—
Section 4 o f the principal Law (as repealed and Amendment
replaced by the H otels A id (Amendment) Law ) is of principal
hereby amended by deleting the figures “ 1955” wherever Law'
they appear in the section and inserting instead the figures
“ 1956” .

JA M A IC A

No. 59— 1955

I assent,

IL.S.1
H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Am end the Gambling Law.
[22 tmZ D ecem ber, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Gambling (Am end- short title
ment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed as one straction.
with the Gambling Law , hereinafter referred to as the Cap' 137'
principal Law.
2— Section 34 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended Amendment
, „ ,,
, r
of section 34
in the follow ing respects—
of principal
.

Law .

(a)

by inserting immediately after the word
“ Certified” appearing in subsection (1) the words
“ or A p p roved” ;

2
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(b)

1955

by inserting immediately after subsection (3) the
follow ing subsection as subsection (4)—
“ (4) F or the purposes o f subsection (1) of
this section “ A pproved A ccountant” means—

Cep. 169.

(a)

in relation to a lottery the gross receipts
o f which do not exceed two hundred and
fifty pounds, a person (not being con
nected with the conduct o f the lottery)
approved by the Commissioner o f P olice
for the purpose o f verifying the state
ment of account;

(b)

in relation to a lottery the gross receipts
of which exceed two hundred and( fifty
pounds, an approved auditor under
section 12 o f the Industrial and P rovident Societies L aw . ’ ’ .

JA M A IC A

No. 60— 1955

I assent.

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955
A L A W to Amend the Juveniles Law
\22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Juveniles (Amendment) short title
Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one w ith straction,
the Juveniles Law, hereinafter referred to as the principal cap. m

Law.
2—
Section 27 o f the principal Law is hereby amended Amendment
by inserting immediately after subsection (4) the follow ing 0f principal
subsection as subsection (5)—
“ (5) W here an order has been made under para
graph (f) o f subsection (1) o f this section in respect
o f an offender who is a young person, and the

2
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A uthority at any time during the period o f his deten
tion at an approved school, establish to the satisfac
tion o f a juvenile court that he is o f so recalcitrant a
character that it is not expedient that he should con
tinue his detention at such school, the court may, not
withstanding anything to the contrary, direct that the
offender be detained in such place (including a prison)
and fo r such time not exceeding the unexpired portion
o f the period during which he could have been retained
in the A pproved School under the authority o f the
said order, and on such conditions as the court may
deem fit.” .

JA M A IC A

No, 61— 1955

I assent,

ILSJ

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955

A L A W to Am end the K ingston and St. Andrew
Corporation Law
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1— This Law may be cited as the Kingston and St. short titi*
and

Andrew Corporation (Amendment) Law, 1955, and shall be construction,
read and construed as one w ith the Kingston and St. c»p.
Andrew Corporation Law (hereinafter referred to as the
principal Law) and all amendments thereto.

iw .

2

[No. 61]

Amendment
of section 187
of principal
Law.

2— Section 187 o f the principal L aw is hereby amended
by the addition immediately after paragraph (33) o f the
follow ing paragraph as paragraph (34)—

The K ingston and S t. Andrew Corporation
L a w , 1955

(A m end m ent )

“ (34) P rohibiting the removal o f sand and gravel
from gullies, watercourses and river-beds
except under and in accordance with the terms
o f a licence from the Council.” .

JA M A IC A

No. 62— 1955
\

I assent,

[L.S.]

H ugh F oot.
Governor
20th December, 1955
A L A W to Amend the Parochial Boards Law
[22nd December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Parochial Boards short title
(Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed construction,
as one w ith the Parochial Boards Law (hereinafter referred Cap
to as the principal Law) and all amendments thereto.
2— Section 110 o f the principal Law is hereby amended Amendment
.
.
,
. .
„
of section 110
by the addition immediately after paragraph (v) o f the of principal
follow ing paragraph as paragraph (w)—
“ (w)

Prohibiting the removal of sand and gravel
from gullies, watercourses and river-beds
except under and in accordance with the terms
o f a licence from the Parochial B oard.” .

\

JA M A IC A

No. 63— 1955

I assent,

[LSI

H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th December, 1955

A L A W relating to the floor o f the sea and to the foreshore
and beaches o f this Island, and to the establishment o f
a Beach Control A uthority fo r the purpose o f controlling
and regulating the use o f the floor o f the sea and o f the
foreshore and beaches o f this Island in the interests o f
the public and o f persons who have acquired rights there
in and fo r purposes incidental to or connected w ith the
matters aforesaid.
FTbe date o f any Proclamation issued by th e !
*- Governor bringing the Law into operation

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
Preliminary
1— This Law may be cited as the Beach Control Law,
1955, and shall come into operation on a day to be appointed
by the Governor by Proclamation published in the Gazette.

short title

[No. 63]
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Interpreta
tion.
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2— In this Law , unless the context otherwise requires—
“ adjoining land” means land adjoining the foreshore
o f this Island and extending not more than one
hundred yards beyond the landward lim it o f the
foreshore;
“ the A uthority” means the Beach Control Authority
established under section 9 o f this L aw ;
“ com m ercial enterprise” includes—
(a) the business o f carrying on a hotel or a
proprietary clu b ; and
(b) the com m ercial use o f a bathing beach to
which the public are admitted for bathing
or recreation upon payment of a fee; and
(c) the erection, construction or maintenance of
any dock, wharf, pier, jetty or other form
o f encroachm ent;
“ Commission” means any Commission appointed
under section 28 o f this L a w ;
“ Court” means the H igh Court;
“ the floor o f the sea” means the soil and subsoil of the
sea off the coast o f this Island between low water
mark and so fa r out to sea as is deemed by inter
national law to be w ithin the territorial
sovereignty o f the C row n;
“ fishing” includes purposes incident to fishing;
“ interested party” includes every person claiming an
interest in compensation to be paid on account o f
the compulsory acquisition o f any land under this
Law, but does not include a tenant by the month

Cap. 162.

or at w ill;
“ land” includes rights and interests o f any nature or
description whatever in or over la n d;
“ Local A uthority” means—
(a) in relation to the corporate area as defined in
the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Law,
the Council o f the Kingston and St. Andrew
Corporation; and
(b) in relation to the parishes not within the cor
porate area, the Parochial Boards o f such
parishes in their respective parishes;

The B each Control L aw ,

1955

[No. 63]

3

‘ ‘ the Minister ’ ’ means the member o f Executive Council
charged for the time being w ith responsibility for
Crown lands;
“ owner” means owner o f an estate in fee simple in the
land or beach in relation to which the expression
is used;
“ the public” includes any class o f the public.
R ights in the Foreshore and Floor o f the Sea
Foreshore
3—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f this section, all rights'
and floor of
in and over the foreshore o f this Island and the floor o f the the sea
declared to
sea are hereby declared to be vested in the Crown.
be vested in

(2) A ll rights in or over the foreshore o f this Island
or the floor o f the sea derived from , or acquired under or
by virtue o f the Registration o f Titles Law or any express
grant or licence from the Crown subsisting immediately
before the commencement o f this L aw are hereby
expressly preserved.

the Crown.

Cap. 340.

(3) Nothing in this Law contained shall be deemed to
affect—
(a)

any rights enjoyed by fishermen engaged in fishing
as a trade, where such rights existed immediately
before the commencement o f this Law, in or over
any beach or adjoining land; or

(b)

the enjoyment by such fishermen o f the use o f any
part o f the foreshore adjoining any beach or land
in or over which any rights have been enjoyed by
them up to the commencement o f this Law.

(4) No person shall be deemed to have any rights in or
over the foreshore o f this Island or the floor o f the sea save
such as are derived from or acquired or preserved under or
by virtue o f this Law.
4—
A n y person who is the owner or occupier o f any land
Use of fore
shore for
adjoining any part o f the foreshore and any member o f his private
domestic
family and any private guest o f his shall be entitled to use purposes.
that part o f the foreshore adjoining his land fo r private
domestic purposes, that is to say, for bathing fishing and
other like forms of recreation and as a means of access to
the sea for such purposes.

4
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Licences fo r use o f the Foreshore and Floor o f the Sea
Prohibition
of use o f the
foreshore or
the floor of
the sea with
out a licence.

5—
(1) From and after the commencement o f this Law,
no person shall encroach on or use, or permit any encroach
ment on or use o f, the foreshore or the floor o f the sea for
any public purpose or fo r or in connection w ith any trade
or business, or commercial enterprise, or in any other man
ner (whether similar to the foregoing or not) except as
provided by sections 3, 4 and 7 o f this Law, without a
licence granted under this Law.
(2) A n y person who contravenes the provisions o f
subsection (1) o f this section shall be liable on summary
conviction before a Resident Magistrate to imprisonment
w ith or without hard labour fo r a term not exceeding
twelve months, or to a fine for each day during which the
contravention continues not exceeding ten pounds fo r each
such day and in default o f payment o f any such fine to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not
exceeding three months, or to both such imprisonment and
fine.
(3) W here a company is guilty o f a contravention o f
the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this section, every
director, manager, agent and officer o f the company in this
Island who is knowingly a party to the contravention, shall
be liable to the penalty prescribed by subsection (2) o f this
section.

Application
for licence
by persons
using the
foreshore or
the floor of
the sea at
the com
mencement of
this Law.

6—
(1) W here at the commencement o f this Law any
person is encroaching on or using or permitting any en
croachment on or user o f the foreshore or the floor o f the sea
except as authorised by this Law, such person may continue
or may continue to permit such encroachment or user for a
period not exceeding six months after the commencement
o f this Law, but such person shall, i f he intends to continue
or to permit the continuance o f such encroachment or user
fo r any longer period, apply to the Authority for a licence
under this Law w ithin the aforesaid period o f six months.
(2) A ny person who applies fo r a licence pursuant to
subsection (1) o f this section shall not be deemed to be
acting in contravention o f subsection (1) o f section 5 o f this
Law, between the date o f application for the licence and
the date on which the application is finally disposed o f by

The B each C on trol L aw ,
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'

5

the grant o f the licence or otherwise, by reason only o f the
continuance o f any encroachment or user prohibited by sub
section (1) o f section 5 o f this Law.
Construction o f Docks, Wharves, P iers, Jetties, etc.
7—
Every patent, licence, permit and right expressly Patents,
granted by the Crown before the commencement o f this Law permits’ and
for taking up o f shoal water and for the erection, con- gfanted.lready
struction or maintenance of any dock, wharf, pier, jetty,
structure or other form o f encroachment (whether similar
to the foregoing or not) on the foreshore or the floor
o f the sea shall be deemed valid, and it shall not be neces
sary to obtain any licence therefor under the provisions o f
this L aw during the continuance o f such patent, licence,
permit or right or during the period o f any extension o f
such patent, licence, permit or right in accordance with the
provisions o f the original grant.
8—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f section 7 o f this Law, Future
no person shall erect, construct or maintain any dock, to be
w harf, pier or jetty on the foreshore o f the floor o f the sea,
or any structure, apparatus or equipment pertaining to any ‘he ropriate
dock, w harf, pier or jetty and encroaching on the foreshore Minister,
or the floor o f the sea, except under the authority o f a
licence granted by the Minister on behalf o f the Crown.
(2) The Minister may, i f he thinks fit, grant to any
person applying therefor, in such form and subject to such
conditions as he may think fit, a licence to erect, construct or maintain any dock, wharf, pier or jetty or any structure,
apparatus or equipment as aforesaid.
(3) The Minister may make regulations with respect
to—
(a) the form and manner o f application for licences
to be granted under this section;
(b) the fees to be paid in respect o f such licences;
(c) the grant or refusal o f such licences; and
(d) the terms, conditions and restrictions that may
be imposed upon the grant o f such licences.
(4) Notwithstanding the provisions o f section 26 o f
the Interpretation Law, regulations made under this cap. i66.
section may prescribe greater penalties than those specified
in the said section 26, so, however, that the maximum

en-
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penalty that may be imposed by any such regulations shall
be a fine o f one hundred pounds or imprisonment with or
without hard labour fo r a term o f twelve months.
(5) A ll regulations made under this section shall be
laid as soon as may be after the making thereof before the
House o f Representatives and the Legislative Council and
i f the House o f Representatives or the Legislative Council
w ithin twenty-one days o f the day on which any such
regulations are laid as aforesaid resolves that the regula
tions be annulled, the regulations shall thereupon cease to
have effect, but without prejudice to anything previously
done thereunder or to the making o f new regulations.
In reckoning any such period o f twenty-one days as afore
said, no account shall be taken o f any time during which
the House o f Representatives or the Legislative Council is
dissolved or prorogued or during which the House is
adjourned fo r more than four days or the Council for more
than six days.
(6) The decision o f the M inister to grant or refuse a
licence under this section shall be final and shall not be
questioned in any legal proceeding.
(7) Every grant or refusal o f a licence by the Minister
shall be published in the Gazette.
(8) In this section “ the M inister” means the member
o f Executive Council charged for the time being with
responsibility fo r harbours.
Establishment, Functions, Duties and Pow ers o f
A u th ority
Establish
ment of
Beach
Control
Authority.
Schedule.

Authority to
grant licences
for use o f
foreshore
or floor of
the sea—
publication
o f grant or
refusal.

9—
(1) There shall be established fo r the purposes o f this
Law a body to be called the Beach Control Authority.
(2) The provisions o f the Schedule to this Law shall
have effect as to the constitution o f the Authority and
otherwise in relation thereto.
10—

(1) Subject to the provisions o f sections 3, 4 and 8

o f this Law , and o f subsection (2) o f th.is section, the
Authority may, on application made in such manner as
m aybe prescribed under section 18 o f this Law, grant
licences (whether exclusive in character or not) for the use
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o f the foreshore or the floor o f the sea fo r any public
purpose, or in connection with any business or trade or for
any other purpose (whether similar to the foregoing or not)
to any person, upon such conditions (including the payment
o f an annual fee) and in such form as they may think fit.
(2) W here an application is made fo r a licence under
subsection (1) o f this section, the A uthority shall consider
what public interests in regard to fishing, bathing or recrea
tion or in regard to any future development o f the land
adjoining that part o f the foreshore-in respect o f which
the application is made, require to be protected, and they
may provide for the protection o f such interests by and in
the terms o f the licence or otherwise in accordance w ith the
provisions o f this Law.
(3) Every grant or refusal o f a licence by the
Authority shall be published in the Gazette.
11 —

Authority to
The A uthority shall from time to time determine
determine
the needs and requirements o f the public in relation to the and make
for
use o f any portion o f land adjoining the foreshore and the provision
the needs of
use o f the foreshore itself fo r or in connection with bathing the public in
relation to
or any other form o f law ful recreation or fo r the purpose beaches.
o f fishing as a trade or otherwise or for any other purpose,
in the interest o f the economic development o f the Island
and o f the beaches thereof, and shall have the power to
acquire for the public any portion o f land adjoining the
foreshore or rights o f user over any such portion o f land,
and such other rights as may be necessary to provide access
to such portions o f land, and such power o f acquisition
shall be exercised in accordance with the provisions o f this
Law.

12—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f this section the
Power to
acquire land
Authority may, i f they think fit, by agreement with the for indefinite
person entitled to dispose o f any land, or com pulsorily in period.
accordance with the provisions o f this Law , acquire such
land for the use and benefit of the public on a year to year
basis for an indefinite period.
(2) The consideration or compensation payable in
respect o f the acquisition o f any land under subsection
(1) o f this section shall be an annual rent charge payable
yearly in advance.
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Authority to
maintain,
use and
develop
beaches for
benefit of
the public.
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(3) W here any right in or over land is acquired by
the A uthority on a year to year basis fo r an indefinite
period—
(a) the A uthority may, with the leave o f the Minister,
terminate such right on one year’ s notice in w rit
ing to the owner o f the land subject to the right;
(b) the owner o f the land subject to the right or his
nominee may at -any time apply to the Authority
for a licence under this L aw to use that part of the
foreshore and floor o f the sea which such land
adjoins, and the A uthority shall consider the
application and may, in accordance with the
provisions o f this L aw , grant or refuse the licence;
and upon the grant o f any such licence the rights
o f the A uthority or o f any person exercising any
rights under the A uthority, in or over such land,
shall cease and determine save to the extent that
such rights may be expressly reserved in and by
the terms o f the licence.
13—
The A uthority may maintain, use and develop any
beach or land vested in them or may make provision for
the maintenance, use or development o f such beach or land
by any person, body or authority, on such terms as they
may think fit.

Petition to
Authority to
take steps
for the estab
lishment of
right o f
public to use
beach or to
gain access
thereto.
Cap. 304.

14—
The A uthority may, upon receipt o f a petition from
not less than five persons concerned in any dispute with
respect to the right to use any beach, or any land, road,
track or pathway to gain access to such beach, lodge a
plaint in the appropriate Court pursuant to section 8 of the
Prescription Law w ith a view to establishing such right;
and the Authority shall fo r the purposes o f that section
be deemed to be a person concerned in the dispute.

General
powers of
Authority.

15—
Subject to the provisions o f this Law , the
A uthority shall have power, for the purpose o f the dis
charge of their functions and duties under this Law —
(a) to carry on all activities, the carrying on whereof
appears to them to be requisite, advantageous or
convenient for or in connection with the discharge
o f their said functions and duties;
(b) to do anything and to enter into any transaction
(whether or not involving expenditure, borrowing,
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granting o f loans or investment o f money, the
acquisition o f any property or rights or the dis
posal o f any property or rights) which in their
opinion is calculated to facilitate the proper dis
charge o f their functions and duties or is inci
dental or conducive thereto.
Borrowing
16—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) o f this
powers.
section the A uthority may borrow sums required by them
for meeting any o f their obligations or discharging any o f
their functions or duties.

(2)
The A uthority shall not borrow any sums where
by the aggregate amount outstanding on loan to the
Authority at any one time exceeds ten thousand pounds
without the approval o f the Governor in Council as to the
amount, as to the sources o f the borrowing and as to the
terms on which the borrowing may be effected and an
approval given in any respect fo r the purposes o f this sub
section m aybe either unconditional or subject to conditions.
Power to
17—
The A uthority may appoint and employ at such
appoiut
remuneration and on such terms and conditions as they officers,
agents and
think fit a secretary, and such officers, agents and servants servants.
as they deem necessary for the proper carrying out o f the
provisions of this Law .
Power to
( i ) The A uthority may, with the approval o f the
make regula*
Minister, make regulations generally for the proper carry tions.
ing out o f the purposes and provisions o f this Law and in
particular but without prejudice to the generality o f the
foregoing may make regulations—
(a) w ith respect to the form and manner o f applica
tion for licences to be granted under this L aw by
the Authority, the fees to be paid in respect of
such licences, and the grant or refusal o f such
licences;
(b) providing for the imposition o f fees or charges in
such cases as may be determined by the Authority
for services rendered by the Authority, their
servants or agents in carrying out the provisions
o f this L a w ;

18 —
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(c)

providing fo r the registration o f all persons
licensed under section 10 o f this Law and for the
manner and method o f registration and the parti
culars to be registered;

(d)

for securing the observance o f sanitary and
cleanly conditions and practices at and in respect
o f parts o f the foreshore and adjoining lands and
parts o f the sea to which members o f the public
habitually resort;

(e)

providing fo r the prevention o f danger, obstruc
tion or annoyance to members o f the public using
any part o f the foreshore or adjoining land;.

(f)

providing fo r the employment o f lifeguards at
beaches to which members o f the public habitually
resort and fo r the qualifications o f such lifeguards;

(g)

fo r the preservation o f order and good conduct
among members o f the public using the foreshore
or adjoining land;

(h)

fo r controlling the erection or placing on any
beach or adjoining land to which the public habit
ually resort o f bath-houses or huts, booths, tents,
sheds, stands
m ovable); and

(i)

and

stalls

(whether

fixed

or

governing the use o f public recreational beaches
or any o f such beaches.
(2)

The provisions o f subsections (4) and (5) o f sectio

8 o f this L aw shall apply to regulations made under this
section.
Authority
d^rect°ions>of
Munster.

19— The Minister may, after consultation with the chairman, give to the Authority directions o f a general or special
character as to the policy to be followed in the exercise and
performance of their powers, functions and duties under
this L aw in relation to matters appearing to him to concern
the public interest and the Authority shall give effect to any
such directions.
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Financial Provisions
Funds of
20— The funds and resources o f the Authority shall con
Authority.
sist o f—

(a)

such sums as may be provided annually fo r the
purpose in the Estimates o f Revenue and Expendi
ture o f the Island;

(b)

all sums collected under the authority o f regula
tions made under section 18 o f this L aw ; and

(c)

all other sums or property which may in any
manner become payable to or vested in the
Authority in respect of any matter incidental to
their powers and duties.

Expenses of
21— The expenses of the A uthority (including the
Authority.
remuneration of the members and staff thereof) shall be
paid out o f the funds and resources o f the A uthority.
Accounts
22— The A uthority shall keep proper accounts o f their
audit.
receipts, payments, credits and liabilities and shall submit
the same from time to time with vouchers to the A uditor
General to be audited.

and

23— (1) The A uthority shall in each year prepare andAnnual re
port and
present oh or before the 1st day o f October to the Governor estimates.
in Council a report o f their proceedings during the twelve
months ending on the 31st day o f M arch in such year.
(2) A copy o f such report shall be laid on the Table
of the House o f Representatives and o f the Legislative
Council.
(3) The A uthority shall, as soon as may be prac
ticable before the 31st day o f December in each year submit
to the-Governor in Council for approval, their estimates
of revenue' and expenditure in respect o f the period com;mencing on the 1st day of A p ril in the follow ing year and
ending on the 31st day of M arch follow ing.
A cquisition o f Land
24— (1) Whenever the A uthority consider it necessaryApplication
by the
or desirable to acquire any land (whether by negotiation Authority.
and private treaty, or compulsorily in accordance with

12

[No. 63]

T he B ea ch Control L a w ,

1955

the provisions of this L aw ) they shall first seek the
approval o f the Governor in Council for such acquisition
by application in w riting submitted through the Minister.
(2) A n application under subsection (1) of this
section shall set forth the precise description o f the land
w hich the A u th ority propose to acquire and the purpose
for which they propose to acquire it, and shall be in such
form , accom panied by such other information and verified
in such manner as the M inister m ay require.
Minister to
submit appli
cation, with
his recom
mendations,
to the
Governor in
Council.

25—

The M inister shall, upon receiving an application

under section 24 o f this L aw from the A uthority, consider
the application and submit it with his recommendations
to the Governor in Council.

Approval of
application
by Governor
in Council.

26—
The G overnor in Council may, if he thinks fit,
approve the application, subject to such conditions (if any)
as he may deem fit to impose.

Notice of
approval to
be pubished
in the
Gazette be
fore .acquisi
tion.

27—
T he approval by the Governor in Council of the
acquisition of any land by the A uthority shall be published
in the Gazette and thereafter the land may be acquired in
accordance w ith the terms o f the approval and the pro
visions of this L aw and not otherwise.2
8

Commission
to be
appointed in
case o f com
pulsory ac
quisition.

28— (1) W here the Governor in Council' is satisfied,
after considering the application from the Authority and
the recommendations of the M inister, that the land which
the A uthority propose to acquire should be acquired in the
public interest, he shall appoint a Commission of one or
more persons to make recommendations to him, after due
enquiry, in relation to the boundaries, definition and des
cription o f the land, the compensation to be paid therefor,
the persons to whom the compensation should be paid, aud
in relation to the apportionment o f the compensation
amongst such persons.
(2) Every such Commission shall, subject to the
provisions o f this Law , have all the powers, privileges,
duties and obligations o f, and shall for all purposes be
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deemed to be, a Commission appointed under the Com- CaP- 68missions o f Enquiry Law .
(3) A n y person whose interests are or may be pre
ju d icia lly affected shall be entitled to be heard by himself
or by Counsel or Solicitor before any such Commission.
(4) The Governor in Council shall direct the Com
mission—
(a)

to endeavour to arrange by agreement between
the persons concerned and the Authority the com
pensation to be paid in respect o f the la n d ;

(b)

(failin g such agreement) to assess in accordance
w ith the provisions o f section 29 o f this Law the
compensation to be paid in respect o f the land,
and the Commission shall include in their recommendations
the compensation so agreed or assessed.
29— (1) The compensation in respect o f any land to be Determina.
compulsorily acquired under the provisions o f this Law pensafcion.
shall be assessed on the basis o f what would be fa ir and
reasonable between a w illing grantor and a w illing grantee,
having regard to the conditions subject to which the land
is to be acquired, and the Commission shall in considering
what compensation should be paid have regard to the provi
sions o f sections 3 and 4 o f this Law.
. (2) In determining the amount o f the compensation
to be awarded fo r land acquired under this Law —
(i)

the follow ing and no other matters shall be taken
into consideration—
(a)

any increase in the value o f the other land
o f any interested party likely to accrue from
the use to which the land acquired w ill be
pu t;

(b)

the damage, i f any, sustained by any
interested party at the time o f the taking
possession o f the land by the Authority by
reason o f the severing o f such land from the
other land o f such interested party;

% ‘ cc *y ~ ' ' Xc)

the damage, i f any, sustained by any
interested party at the time o f the taking
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possession o f the land by the A uthority by
reason o f the acquisition injuriously affect
ing his other property (whether movable or
immovable) or the actual earnings o f such
interested party;
(d) the reasonable expenses, i f any, incidental
to any change o f residence or place o f busi
ness o f any interested party which is neces
sary in consequence o f the acquisition;
(ii) the follow ing matters shall not be taken into con
sideration—
(a)

the degree o f urgency which has led to the
acquisition;

(b)

any disinclination o f the interested party
to part w ith the land acquired;

(c)

any damage sustained by the interested
party which, i f caused by a private person,
would not be a good cause o f action;

(d)

any damage which is likely to be-caused
to the land acquired after the date o f the
publication in the Gazette o f the approval
o f the Governor in Council under section
27 o f this Law by or in consequence o f the
use to which it has been p u t;

(e)

any increase in the value o f the land
acquired which is likely to accrue from the
use to which it w ill be put;

(f)

any outlay or additions or improvements to
the land acquired, which was incurred after
the date o f the publication in the Gazette
o f the approval o f the Governor in Council
under section 27 o f this Law, unless such
additions or improvements were necessary
fo r the maintenance o f any building in a
proper state o f repair;

(g)

the fact that the land has been compulsorily
apquired.
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(3) The Commission enquiring into the acquisition
under section 12 o f this L aw of any land shall, in assessing
compensation, have regard to the provisions of that
section.
30— The Governor in Council may, after considering the
recommendations o f the Commission, by order published in
the Gazette, vest the land to be acquired in the Authority
in fee simple or fo r any lesser estate or interest, or upon
such terms or subject to such conditions or fo r such period

Vesting of
land by order
o f the
Governor in
Council and
taking o f
possession by
the Authority.

as he may think fit, and the A uthority may at any time
after the publication o f the order in the Gazette take pos
session o f the land.
31— The report o f the Commission shall be published in Publication
, ..
. . . .
.
.
o f report of
the Gazette and in a daily newspaper circulating in the Commission.
Island fo r the inform ation o f all interested parties.
R eferen ce to Court and Procedure Thereafter
32— (1) A ny interested party who is dissatisfied w ith any Reference to
award made by the Commission may, by written application
to the C om m iss io n , require that the matter be referred by
the Commission fo r the determination o f the Court, whether
his objection be in relation to the boundaries, definition or
description o f the land or in relation to the compensation
to be paid therefor or the persons to whom the compensa
tion should be paid or the manner in which the
compensation should be apportioned.
(2) The applicant shall state specifically the grounds
on which the objection to the award is taken and at the
hearing no other grounds shall be given in argument w ith
out the leave o f the Court.
(3) Every such application shall be made—
(a)

i f the person making it was present or
represented before the Commission at the
time o f the enquiry, w ithin six weeks after
the publication o f the report o f the Com
mission in the Gazette;
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in other cases, w ithin six months after the
publication o f the said report in the
Gazette.

(4)
The period w ithin which an application fo r
reference to the Court shall be made shall not be capable o f
enlargement by any Court.
Commission's
statement to
the Court.

33—
(1) In making the reference the Commission shail
state fo r the inform ation o f the Court in w riting—
(a)

the boundaries, definition and description o f the
land, w ith particulars o f any trees, buildings or
standing crops thereon;

(b)

the names o f the persons whom they have reason
to think are interested in the land and the addresses
o f such persons;

(c)

the amount, o f compensation awarded and the man
ner o f apportionment thereof;

(d)

i f the objection be to the amount o f the compensa
tion, the grounds on which the amount o f compen
sation, was determined.

(2) There shall be submitted w ith the statement
required under subsection (1) o f this section a copy o f the
notes o f all the evidence taken by the Commission certified
under the hand of the chairman thereof and all exhibits
produced to the Commission.
Service of
notice.

34— (1) The Court shall thereupon cause to be served
upon— ’ '
•
(a)
(b)

(c)

the applicant;
all persons interested in the objection, except such,
i f any, o f them as have consented without protest
to receive payment o f the compensation awarded;
and

if the objection is in relation to the area o f the
land or to the amount o f the compensation, the
chairman o f the Commission,
a notice specifying the day on which the Court will proceed
to determine the objection, and directing their appearance
before the Court on that day.
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(2) (a) Service o f notice under subsection (1) o f this
section shall be made by delivering or tendering a copy
thereof duly signed to the person to whom the notice is
addressed.
(b) W hen the person cannot be found the service
may be made on any adult member o f his fam ily residing
w ith him ; and i f no such adult member can be found the
notice may be served by affixing the copy on the outer door
o f the house in which the person therein named ordinarily
dwells or carries on business or by affixing a copy thereof in
some conspicuous place in the office o f the A uthority and
also on some conspicuous part o f the land to be compulsorily
acquired or o f the land over which any right is to be
com pulsorily acquired (as the case may b e ):
Provided that i f the Court so directs a notice may be
sent by registered letter addressed to the person named
therein at his last known residence or place o f business and
the service o f it may be proved by the production o f the
registration receipt.
35 —

Power to
( l ) I f the objection is in regard to the amount o f the
appoint
compensation and the award o f the Commission is not less assessors if
if
than one thousand pounds, the Court shall appoint two objection
in regard to
assessors for the purpose o f aiding the Court in determining amount of
compensa
tion.
the objection.

(2) Such assessors may also be appointed in any
other case in which the Court considers it desirable to make
such appointment.
(3) Every person so appointed shall attend and serve
as an assessor unless excused by a Judge.
36—
I f an assessor dies or becomes incapable o f actingDeath,
or etc. of
assessor.
is excused by a Judge, some other person shall be appointed
in his stead.
37—
The scope o f the enquiry in every such proceeding
Restriction
scope of
shall be restricted to a consideration o f the interests o f On
enquiry.
the persons affected by the objection.
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Proceedings
to be in open
Court.

38—
Every enquiry by the Court (except under section 46
o f this L aw in relation to the apportionment o f compensa
tion) shall take place in open Court.

Record of
assessor's
opinion.

39—
The opinion o f each assessor shall be given orally
and shall be recorded in w riting by the Judge.

Difference
o f opinion
between
Judge and
assessors.

40—
(l) In case o f a difference o f opinion between the
Judge and the assessors or either o f them upon a question
o f law or practice or usage having the force o f law the
opinion o f the Judge shall prevail.
(2) In case o f a difference o f opinion between the
Judge and both o f the assessors as to the amount o f compen
sation or as to the amount o f any item thereof the decision
o f the Judge shall prevail.

Assessor's

fees.

41—
Every assessor shall receive such fee not exceeding
ten pounds as the Judge shall direct for each day upon
which he sits as an assessor or upon which he is engaged
in inspecting the land the subject o f the proceedings, and
such fee shall be deemed to be costs in the proceedings.

Awards to be
in writing.

42—
Every award made by the Court shall be in writing
signed by the Judge and the assessor or assessors (if any)
concurring therein and shall specify the amount o f com
pensation awarded to each person and the grounds upon
which each amount has been awarded.

Costs.

43—
(1) The costs o f any proceedings instituted under
section 32 o f this Law shall be in the discretion o f the Court.
(2) A n y costs payable by an applicant may be
recovered as i f they were costs incurred in a suit in the
H igh Court.

Rules of
Supreme
Court appli
cable.

44—
Save in so fa r as they may be inconsistent with any
thing contained in this Law, the provisions o f the Rules of
the Supreme Court shall apply to all proceedings instituted
under section 32 o f this Law.
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45—
(1) W here the amount o f compensation awarded by Appeal from
the Court exceeds one hundred pounds, any interested party coort.
may appeal from the award to the Court o f Appeal.
(2) Every appeal under this section shall be pre
sented w ithin the time and in the manner provided for
appeals by Rules governing civil appeals to the Court o f
Appeal from the H igh Court.
46—
(1) W here there is any dispute as to the apportion- petcrmmament o f any compensation awarded under this Law a Judge ap^ortionin Chambers shall determine the proportions in which any
interested parties are entitled to share in the compensation.
(2) A n appeal from any such decision shall lie to the
Court o f Appeal.
(3) Every appeal shall be presented w ithin the time
and in the manner provided for civil appeals by the Court
o f Appeal Rules.
47— The costs o f all proceedings in apportioning the Coats of
amount o f compensation shall be borne by such o f the
tots
interested parties in such proportions as the Judge shall
determine.
parties.
Paym ent o f Compensation
48—

(1) A fte r an award has been made by the Commis- Authority to

' '

•

•

,

i n * .

pay compul

sion in accordance with this Law , the Authority shall oner sation.
in w riting to pay the compensation awarded to the interested
parties entitled thereto according to the award and shall
pay it to such parties unless prevented by one or more o f
the contingencies mentioned in subsection (2) o f this section.
(2) I f any o f the interested parties do not consent to
receive such compensation or i f there be no person com
petent to alienate the land or if there be any dispute as to
the right to receive the compensation or as to the apportion
ment o f it the Authority shall apply ex parte to a Judge in
Chambers for an order authorising them to deposit the
amount o f compensation in Court.
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(3) Every application under subsection (2) o f this
section shall be supported by affidavit.
(4) A n y interested party upon providing sufficient
security to the satisfaction o f the Court may receive such
payment under protest as to the sufficiency o f the amount
and such receipt shall not be deemed to prejudice his right
to make application under section 32 o f this L a w :
Provided, however, that no person who has received such
payment otherwise than under protest shall be entitled to
make application under section 32 o f this Law .
Miscellaneous
police to
enforce
surrender.

49—
(1) I f the A uthority are opposed or impeded in
taking possession of any land acquired under this Law
they shall apply to the Commissioner of P olice who shall
enforce the surrender o f the land to the Authority.
(2) The Commissioner o f P olice may use such force
as may be necessary to enforce such surrender to the
A uthority.

Exemption
from stamp
duty etc.

50—
N o award made by the Commission shall be charge
able with stamp duty and no person claim ing under any
such award shall be required to pay any fee for a copy of
any such award.

Commission
not to cease
to exist until
all their
functions
and duties
have been
discharged.
B or of suits
to set aside
awards.

51—
A Commission shall not cease to exist by reason of
having made their report to the Governor in Council and
shall continue in being until all their functions and duties
under this L aw have been discharged.
52—
No suit shall be brought to set aside any award or
apportionm ent under this Law .
Public Recreational Beaches

Power to
declare beach
to be a pub
lic recrea
tional beach
and to define
the same.

53—
(1) W here any beach is used by the public for fish
ing, bathing or recreation, upon payment o f a fee, the
Authority may, after consulting the owner or any person
exercising control thereof or receiving any such fee, and
subject to the right of such owner or person to appeal to
the Minister as provided by section 56 o f this Law , by
order published in the Gazette—
(a) declare such beach to be a public recreational
beach; and
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(b)

after consultation w ith the L oca l A uthority o f
the parish in which the beach is situate, fix the
fee to be paid for admission to or for use of the
beach,
and such beach shall continue to be open to the public for
the aforesaid purposes upon payment of the fee fixed from
time to time by any such order.
(2) The A u th ority may, in any order under sub
section (1) of this section, define the area o f any beach
declared under the said subsection to be a public recrea
tional beach and they may include in such definition, as
part of such public recreational beach, so much o f the
adjoining land as they may think necessary.
(3) A n order declaring a beach to be a public
recreational beach shall not have effect until the expiration
of six weeks from the publication thereof in the Gazette
and, in any event, not until a notification is published in
the Gazette by or on behalf of the Minister to the effect
that there has been no appeal against the order w ithin the
period prescribed by section 56 o f this L aw or that every
appeal against the order has been dismissed.
(4) A n y person who—
(a)

hinders or obstructs any member o f the
public using or attempting to use any beach
declared by order under subsection (1) of
this section to be a public recreational
beach, or any adjoining land, and properly
conducting himself and observing the
regulations made by the A uthority in
relation to the beach or adjoining land;

(b)

demands a fee in excess o f the fee fixed
under the said subsection, or any other
form o f consideration whatever, for per
m itting a member of the public to use any
such beach; or

(c)

ejects or attempts to eject from any such
beach, except for misconduct, any member
of the public who has paid the fee for
admission to or for the use of the beach; or
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(d)

w ilfully causes any member o f the public
w ho has paid the fee for admission to or
for the use of the beach to leave any such
beach, by doing any act calculated to annoy
such member of the public while he is law
fu lly using the beach,
shall be liable on summary conviction before a Resident
M agistrate to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to
imprisonment w ith hard labour for any term not exceed
ing six months.
R evesting o f Land or Beach
Revesting of
land for
purpose or in
furtherance
of com
mercial en
terprise.

Revocation of
order declar
ing beach to
be a public
recreational
beach, in the
interests o f
development.

54—
A n y person from whom any land has been com
pulsorily acquired by the A uthority under the provisions
o f this L aw may at any time thereafter seek the approval
o f the Governor in Council by an application in writing
submitted through the M inister for the recovery o f the
land for the purpose or in furtherance o f any commercial
enterprise, and the Governor in Council may, if he thinks
fit, after consultation w ith the A uthority, by order
published in the Gazette, vest the land in fee simple or for
any lesser estate or interest, having regard to the estate or
interest held by such person before the land was acquired
by the A uthority and subject to such conditions (if any), in
cluding the payment o f any stipulated consideration, as
the Minister may deem fit to impose, in such person for
the purpose aforesaid.
55—
A n y person who is the owner for the time being
o f any beach declared by an order under subsection (1) of
section 53 of this L aw to be a public recreational beach
may, at any time thereafter, request the Authority in
w riting to revoke the order, to enable him to recover full
control over such beach for the purpose or in furtherance
o f any commercial enterprise, and the Authority may, if
they think fit, after consultation with the L ocal Authority
o f the parish in which the beach is situate, revoke the
order.
Appeals from the A uthority

Appeal to
Minister
from decision
of Authority.

56—
(1) A n y person aggrieved by any decision of the
Authority to grant or refuse a licence under this Law or
by any order declaring a beach to be a public recreational
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beach under this L aw may appeal to the Minister by
notice in w riting addressed to the M inister, within six
weeks after publication in the Gazette o f the grant or
refusal o f the licence or after the publication o f the order
in the Gazette (as the case may be).
(2) The decision o f the Minister as to whether such
licence should be granted or refused or as to whether an
order should be disallowed or not shall be final and shall
not be questioned in any legal proceeding.
A pplication to Crown— R epeal
Application
57—
The Crown shall be entitled to the benefit of, and
of L aw to
the Crown.
shall be bound by, the provisions o f this Law .

58—
The Shoal W ater, Rivers and Fisheries L aw Repeal.
is
Cap. 358.
hereby repealed.
SCHEDULE

(Section 9)

1. The Authority shall consist of such number of persons not being Appointment
of members.
less than seven as the Governor in Council shall appoint.
2. The Minister may appoint any person to act temporarily in the Temporary
place of.any member of the Authority in the case of the absence or appoint
ments.
inability to act of such member.
3. (1) The Governor in Council shall appoint one of the members Chairman.
of the Authority to be the chairman thereof.
(2)
In the case of the absence or inability to act of the chairman
the remaining members of the Authority shall elect one of their
number to act as chairman temporarily.
4. A member of the Authority shall, subject to the provisions of Tenure of
this Schedule, hold office for a period not exceeding three years, but office.
such member shall be eligible for re-appointment.
5. (1) Any member of the Authority, other than the chairman, may Resignation.
at any time resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to
the Minister and transmitted through the chairman, and from the
date of the receipt by the Minister of such instrument such member
shall cease to be a member of the Authority.
(2)
The chairman may at any time resign his office by instrument
in writing addressed to the Minister and such resignation shall take
effect as from the date of the receipt of such instrument b y the
Minister.
6. The Governor in Council may, if he thinks it expedient so to Revocation
do, at any time revoke the appointment of any member of the of appoint
ment.
Authority.
7. The names of all members of the Authority as first constituted Publication
of member
and every change in the membership thereof shall be published in ship.
the Gazette.
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Incorpora
tion.

8. (1) The Authority shall be a body corporate having perpetual
succession and a common seal with power to purchase, lease or other
wise acquire and hold and dispose of land and other property of
whatever kind.
(2) The seal of the Authority shall be authenticated by the
signature of the chairman or one member of the Authority authorised
to act in that behalf and the secretary of the Authority and such seal
shall be officially and judicially noticed.
(3) All documents, other than those required by Law to be under
seal, made by, and all decisions of, the Authority may be signified
under the hand of the chairman, any member authorised to act in that
behalf, or the secretary of the Authority.
(4) The Authority may sue or be sued in their corporate name
and may for all purposes be described by such name.

Procedure
and

9. (1) The Authority shall meet at such times as may be necessary
or expedient for the transaction of business, and such meetings shall
be held at such places and times and on such days as the Authority
may determine.
(2) The chailman may at any time call a special meeting of the
Authority and shall call a special meeting to be held within seven days
of a written requisition for that purpose addressed to him by any two
members of the Authority.
(3) The chairman, or in the case of the absence or inability to
act of the chairman, the person elected to act as chairman in
accordance with the provisions of sub-paragraph (2) of parag. aph 3 of
this Schedule shall preside at the meetings of the Authority, and the
chairman or the person elected as aforesaid to act as chairman shall
have an original and a casting vote.
(4) The quorum of the Authority shall be four including the
chairman or person elected to act as chairman as aforesaid.
(5) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Schedule the
Authority may regulate their own proceedings.
(6) The validity of any proceeding of the Authority shall not be
affected by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any
defect in the appointment of a member thereof.
10. No member of the Authority shall be personally liable for any
act or default of the Authority done or omitted to be done in good
faith in the course of the operations of the Authority.
11. There shall be paid to the chairman and other members of the
Authority such remuneration, if any, (whether by way of salaries or
travelling or other allowances) as the Governor in Council may
determine.

meetings.

Liability of
members.

Remunera
tion of
members.
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H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th December, 1955

A L A W to Am end the Local Improvements Law.
[30tA December, 1955]
E nacted by the Governor o f Jam aica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House of
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the L ocal Improvements short title
(Amendment) Law , 1955, and shall be read and construed construction,
as one with the L ocal Improvements Law , hereinafter Cap. <m.
referred to as the principal Law .
2—
Subsection (1) o f section 6 of the principal Law is Amendment
hereby amended by deleting the w ord
The
at the (i) of section
beginning o f the subsection and inserting instead the words principal
“ Subject to the provisions o f section 6 a o f this Law , the” . Lsw-
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Insertion of
section 6a ii
principal
Law.

3— The principal L aw is hereby amended by inserting
therein, next after section 6, the follow ing section as
section 6 a —
‘ Prohibition

6a— (i ) The B oard may refuse to sanction
' |
.
or may sanction subject to such special
ofiand BOn conditions as they may prescribe, the subadjoining
division o f any land adjoining or adjacent
to any part o f the foreshore o f this Island
on the ground that it w ould be contrary to
the public interest to sanction such sub
division or to sanction such sub-division
without prescribing such special conditions,
as the case may be.
in public
interest o f

(2) W here under subsection (1) of
this section the B oard refuse to sanction
a sub-division, or sanction a sub-division
subject to special conditions, they shall
report their decision and the reasons there
for to the Governor in Council.
(3) The Governor in Council may
confirm or disallow the decision o f the
B oard under subsection (1) o f this section
or may confirm such decision subject to
such modifications as he may think fit.
(|4) The Governor in Council shall
inform the Board o f his decision under sub
section (3) o f this section and such decision
shall be binding on the Board.
(5) The Board shall alter or modify
their decision, if necessary, so as to be in
conform ity w ith the decision o f the
Governor in Council.
(6) The Board shall, after being
informed o f the decision o f the Governor in
Council, notify their decision (altered or
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modified, if necessary, in accordance with
subsection (5) o f this section) to the person
affected by such decision.
(7)

The decision o f the Governor in

Council under this section shall be final
and not subject to any further right of
appeal.” .
4— Paragraph (e) of section 9 o f the principal Law is
hereby amended by inserting next after the w ord and
numeral “ section 6” the w ord, numeral and letter “ or
6a ” .

Amendment
of paragraph
(e) of section
d of
principal
Law.
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I assent.

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,

r-

Governor
29th December, 1955
A L A W to A m end the Prescription Law.
[30tA December. 1955]
Enacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Prescription (Amend- Sh°rt tiUe
ment) Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one struction.
with the Prescription Law, hereinafter referred to as the cap. 304 .
principal Law.
2— The principal Law is hereby amended by inserting insertion of
,
.
..
section 3a in
therein, next after section 3, the follow ing section as section principal
3a'
Law“Effect of
3a— (1) W hen any beach has been used by
r W / 8 the public or any class o f the public for fish- dess of°rtheny
or f ° r purposes incident to fishing, or
public of a for bathing or recreation, and any road,
Iff??. 8ofd °f track or pathway passing over any land
thereto
adjoining or adjacent to such beach has been

o
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used by the public or any class o f the public
as a means o f access to such beach, without
interruption for the full period o f twenty
years, the public shall, subject to the pro
visos hereinafter contained,
have the
absolute and indefeasible right to use such
beach, land, road, track or pathway as
aforesaid, unless it shall appear that the
same was enjoyed by some consent or agree
ment expressly made or given for that
purpose by deed or w riting.
(2) N o act or other matter, whether
submitted to or acquiesced in or not, shall
be deemed to be an interruption within the
meaning o f subsection (1) o f this section i f
the same took place between the 8th day o f
February, 1954 and the commencement o f
this L a w .” .

Insertion of
lections 8
and 9 in
principal
Law.

3— The principal Law is hereby amended by inserting
therein, next after section 7, the follow ing sections as
sections 8 and 9 respectively—
“Procedure
8— W here the public or any class o f the
lishkig3 right public have used any beach, land, road,
under section j rack or pathway in the manner specified in
subsection (1) o f section 3a o f this Law for
the period mentioned in the said subsection
and such user is disputed, any person con
cerned in the dispute may lodge a plaint in
the Resident M agistrate’s Court for the
parish in which such beach, land, road,
track or pathway is situate (hereafter in
this Law referred to as “ the Court” ) under
Cap. i79.
section 99 o f the Judicature (Resident
Magistrates) Law and the provisions o f
sections 99 to 104 (inclusive) o f the said
Law shall apply to the matter in dispute.
Production
9— (1) A ny person in possession o f any
ot titte’ and*3 document o f title relating to any beach,
land, road, track or pathway with respect
to the user o f which a plaint has been lodged
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pursuant to section 8 o f this L aw shall pro
duce such document to the Court.

Cap.

340.

(2) I f the title to the beach or land is
registered under the Registration o f Titles
Law, the Clerk o f the Court shall forw ard
the duplicate certificate o f title together
with a certified copy o f the judgment o f the
Court to the Registrar o f Titles who shall
forthwith make an appropriate note upon
such duplicate and upon the certificate o f
title, after which the duplicate shall be
returned to the person who produced it to
the Court or to his representative.
(3) I f the title to such beach or land
is not registered under the Registration o f
Titles Law, the Clerk o f the Court shall
forw ard a certified copy o f the judgment o f
the Court to the Deputy Keeper o f Records
who shall forthw ith record the same.” .

3
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I assent.

[L.S.]
H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th December, 1955
A L A W to Amend the Education Law.
["The date of any Proclamation issued by the-]

Governor bringing the Law into operation

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This Law may be cited as the Education (Amendment) short title.
Law, 1955, and shall be read and construed as one with the ^d8cum-10”
Education Law, hereinafter referred to as the principal cap.^oe”1'
Law, and shall come into operation on a day to be
appointed by the Governor by Proclamation.

2— Section 61 o f the principal Law is hereby repealed Repeal arid
and the follow ing section substituted therefor—
^section"*
ment^of
Jamaica

— OQ Commencing on the appointed dPaiiS»
day the Management o f the School shall be
in accordance with the provisions o f a
scheme submitted, after two months publi
cation in the Jamaica Gazette, by the
Authority to the Governor in Council, and
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approved by him with such additions and
amendments as he may think proper.
(2) The scheme shall contain provi
sions for the making o f bye-laws thereunder
by the A uthority and, subject to the provi
sions o f this Law, for appointing and
defining the duties and powers o f the Board
o f Managers o f the School (hereafter in this
part o f this L aw referred to as “ the
B oard” ).
(3) Bye-laws made under subsection
(2) o f this section shall contain provisions
whereby i f there should be any serious
failure in the successful working o f the
School which the Board do not succeed in
remedying, the Authority shall take such
action as may seem to it necessary.

Law
1955.
Amendment
of section 63
of principal
Law.

Repeal of
section 63 of
principal
Law.
Repeal of
sections 6G to
70 of
principal
Law.

(4)
For the purposes o f this se
“ appointed day” means the date o f the com
mencement o f the Education (Amendment)
o£ Law , 1955.” .

3— Section 62 o f the principal Law is hereby amended by
deleting the word “ A uthority” and inserting instead the
word “ B oard” .
4— Section 63 o f the principal Law is hereby repealed.
5— Sections 66 to 70 (both inclusive) o f the principal Law
are hereby repealed.
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I assent,
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H ugh F oot,
Governor
29th December, 1955
A L A W to Repeal the Slum Clearance and Housing Law
and to dissolve the Central H ousing A uthority established
thereunder, to provide fo r the appointment o f a Director
o f Housing with functions, duties and powers similar to
those hitherto performed and exercised by the Central
Housing Authority, and fo r purposes incidental to or
connected w ith the matters aforesaid.
|”The Sate of any Proclamation issued by thej
‘’ Governor blunging the Law into operation.

E nacted by the Governor o f Jamaica with the advice
and consent o f the Legislative Council and House o f
Representatives.
1—
This L aw may be cited as the Housing Law, 1955, short title
and shall come into operation on such day as the Governor mencement.
may by Proclamation appoint.
P art I
Preliminary

2— In this Law unless the context otherwise requires—
“ barracks” includes any housing accommodation
provided at any estate, plantation, pen, factory,

niterpreta-

cion.

2

[No. 67]

The H ousing L aw ,

1955

works or'oth er place fo r the lodging o f persons
employed thereat;
“ building” includes any house, out-house, barracks
or any w all, fence or other erection being part of
any premises wherein any house, out-house or
barracks is or are contained;
“ defined area” means the area defined in any plan
defining a housing area, a slum clearance area or
an improvement area;
“ D irector” means the D irector o f Housing appointed
in accordance w ith section 3 o f this L aw ;
“ dw elling” , “ dwelling-house” , or “ house” means
any premises used as a separate dwelling or o f a
type suitable fo r such use and includes any part
o f a building which is occupied or intended to be
occupied as a separate dwelling, and also includes
a fia t;
“ flat” means a separate and self-contained set o f pre
mises constructed fo r use fo r the purpose o f a
dwelling and form ing part o f a building from
some other part o f which it is divided;
“ housing area” , “ slum clearance area” and “ improve
ment area” mean respectively an area declared
by the M inister by order to be a housing area, a
slum clearance area or an improvement area, as
the case may be, as hereinafter prescribed;
“ the Housing Fund” means the fund established
under section 55 o f this Law.
“ landlord” means the immediate landlord o f an
occupier and, in relation to an occupier o f a
dwelling-house who holds under a contract o f
employment under which the provision o f the
house fo r his occupation forms part o f his
remuneration,
includes his employer; and
“ agent” means, in relation to the landlord o f a
dwelling-house, a person who collects rent in
respect thereof on behalf o f the landlord or is
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authorised by him so to do, or in the case o f
a dwelling-house occupied by a person who holds
as aforesaid, a person who pays remuneration to
the occupier on behalf o f the employer or is
authorised by him so to do;
‘ Local A uthority” means—
(a)

in relation to the corporate area as defined in
the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation cap.
Law , the Council o f the Kingston and St.
A ndrew C orporation; and

(b)

in relation to the parishes not w ithin the
corporate area, the Parochial Boards o f such
parishes in their respective parishes;

‘M inister” means the member o f Executive Council
charged fo r the time being with responsibility for
the subject o f housing;
‘owner’ ’ in relation to any building or land means
a person, other than a mortgagee not in
possession, who is for the time being entitled to
dispose o f the fee simple o f the building or land,
whether in possession or in reversion, and includes
also a person holding, or entitled to the rents and
profits o f, the building or land under a lease or
agreement, the unexpired term wherepf exceeds
three years;
‘ road” means any road whether public or private and
includes any street, square, court, alley, land,
bridge, footway, trace, bridle path, passage, or
highway, whether a thoroughfare or not;
‘ sanitary defects” includes darkness, dampness, lack
o f air space or o f ventilation, absence o f adequate
and readily accessible water supply or sanitary
accommodation or conveniences, and inadequate
paving or drainage Of courts, yards or passage's;
‘scheme” includes a housing scheme, a slum clearance
scheme, an improvement scheme, an emergeney
housing scheme and a scheme varying or revoking
an existing scheme;
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“ statutory undertaker” means any authority, com
pany or person empowered by a L aw to execute
or construct authorised works or to carry into
effect the purposes o f that Law.
Director o f
Housing.

3— (1) For the purposes o f this Law the Governor shall
appoint a fit and proper person to be the D irector o f
Housing.
(2) The Director o f H ousing fo r the time being shall
be a corporation sole by the name o f the D irector o f
H ousing and shall have power to acquire, hold and dispose
o f land and other property o f whatever kind fo r the
purposes o f this Law.
(3) The Director may sue and be sued by the name
o f the Director o f H ousing and may fo r all purposes be
described by that name.
(4) The Director shall have an official seal which
^ha.ll be officially and judicially noticed and shall be
authenticated by the signature o f the Director or any
person authorised by him to act in that behalf.
(5) A ll land and other property o f whatever kind
vested in the Director in pursuance o f this Law shall be
held by him in trust for H er M ajesty.
(6) U pon and by virtue o f the appointment o f any
person to be Director o f H ousing all land and other property
o f whatever kind (including things in action) vested in his
predecessor at the time o f his predecessor ceasing to hold
office shall vest in the person so appointed and such person
shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges and advantages
and be subject to all the liabilities and obligations to which
his predecessor was at the time o f his predecessor ceasing
to hold office entitled o f, as the case may be, subject under
any deed, contract, bond or security and every such deed,
contract, bond or security shall have effect to all intents and
purposes as i f the references therein to the predecessor were
references to the person so appointed.
(7) The Governor may at any time revoke the
appointment o f any person appointed under this section to
be the Director of Housing, if he thinks it expedient to do
so.
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II

Preparation and approval o f Schemes
4—
(1) The Minister, after considering the housing
Housing
schemes.
conditions in any area and the needs o f that area with
respect to the provision o f further housing accommodation,
may cause an area to be defined on a plan and may by
order declare the area so defined to be a housing area.
(2) Whenever the Minister declares any area to be a
housing area he shall, w ithin the period prescribed in sub
section (2) o f section 8 o f this Law, cause to be prepared
and submit to the Governor in Council proposals fo r the
provision o f further housing accommodation in that area
(hereafter in this Law referred to as “ a housing scheme” ).
5—
(1) I f the Minister after considering the housing
Shim
clearance
conditions in any area is satisfied—
schemes.
(a)

that the houses in such area are, by reason o f
disrepair or sanitary defects, unfit fo r human
habitation, or are by reason o f their bad arrange
ment or the narrowness or bad arrangement of
the streets, or by reason o f overcrow ding in the
area, dangerous or injurious to the health o f the
inhabitants o f the area; and

(b)

that the most satisfactory method o f dealing with
the conditions in the area is the demolition o f all
the buildings in the area; and

(c ) , that the clearance o f the area can be secured in
one or other o f the follow ing ways, or partly in
one o f those ways and partly in the other o f them,
that is to say—
(i)

by ordering the demolition o f the buildings
in the area; or

(ii)

by the acquisition o f the land comprised in
the area and securing the demolition o f the
buildings thereon,

5
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the M inister may cause such area to be defined on a plan in
such a manner as to exclude from the area any land or
building which is not unfit for human habitation or
dangerous or injurious to health, but including in such
area buildings which, in the opinion o f the Minister, are
fo r any o f the reasons specified in paragraph (a) o f this
subsection unfit for human habitation or dangerous or
injurious to health, and any surrounding or adjacent land
which the Minister considers desirable to be acquired.
(2) The Minister may by order declare the area so
defined to be a slum clearance area, and i f he so declares the
area he shall, within the period prescribed in subsection (2)
o f section 8 o f this Law, cause to be prepared and submit
to the Governor in Council a scheme for the exercise o f the
powers conferred by this Law (hereafter in this Law
referred to as “ a slum clearance scheme” ).
Improvement
schemes.

#

6— (1) I f the M inister, after considering the housing
conditions in any area, is satisfied that the houses in that
area are, b y reason o f disrepair or sanitary defects, unfit
for human habitation, or by reason o f their bad arrange
ment or the narrowness or bad arrangement o f the streets,
or by reason of overcrow ding in the area, dangerous
and in ju riou s ;to-the health of-the inhabitants o f the area,
and that such conditions can be effectively remedied
without the demolition o f all the buildings in the area,
by^
(a)

ordering the demolition, reconstruction or repair,
as the , circumstances may •require, o f such
dwelling-houses or buildings as are unfit for
human habitation; or

(b)

the acquisition o f the land and buildings thereon
comprised in the area, and securing the demolition,
reconstruction or repair, as the circumstances may
require, Of such dwelling-houses o t buildings as
are unfit for human habitation; or

(c)

the acquisition o f any land or buildings in the area
which it is expedient to acquire for the recon
struction and development o f the area; or

The H ousing Law ,

(d)

1955

[No. 67]

the acquisition o f any land, the acquisition o f
which is reasonably necessary fo r the purpose o f
securing a cleared area o f convenient shape and
dimensions, and o f any adjoining land, the
acquisition o f which is reasonably necessary for
the satisfactory development or use o f the cleared
area,

the Minister may eause sneh area to be defined on a plan in
such manner as to exclude from the area any land or
buildings in respect o f which, in his opinion, sanitary
defects do not exist, or .which he does not deem it expedient
to be acquired for the remedying o f overcrowding o r badly
arranged conditions but including in sueh area buildings
which, in his opinion, are in a state o f disrepair and any
surrounding or adjoining land which he considers desirable
to he acquired.
(2) The Minister may by order declare the area so
defined to be an improvement area and i f he so declares the
area, he shall, within the period prescribed in subsection
(2) o f section 8 o f this Law, cause to be prepared and submit
to the Governor in Council a scheme fo r the exercise o f the
powers conferred by this Law (hereafter in this Law
referred to as “ an improvement scheme’ ’).
to
7—
The Minister shall ensure that in the preparation Schemes
of
be prepared
any scheme under sections 4, & and 6 o f this Law the pro with due
regard to
visions of any other scheme relating to the defined area or other
land in the neighbourhood thereof are taken into schemes*
consideration.8
Publication
8— (l) Upon the making o f an order declaring any area
of notice and
to be a housing area, a slum clearance area, or an improve submission
of schemes.
ment area, the Minister shall cause to. be published in the
Gazette and in a daily newspaper a notice stating the place
where the plan defining such area may be inspected.

(2) W ith in three months after the coming into, force
o f an order declaring any area to be a housing area, a slum
clearance area, or an improvement area, or w ithin such
further period as the Governor in Council- may allow, the
Minister shall submit to the Governor in Council a housing

8
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scheme, or slum clearance scheme, or improvement scheme,
as the case may be, in respect o f the area.
(3)
B efore submitting a scheme to the Governor in
Council under this P art o f this L aw the Minister—
(a) shall cause to be published in a daily newspaper a
notice stating that the scheme is about to be sub
mitted to the Governor in Council, naming a place
where the plan and particulars o f the scheme may be
inspected, and specifying the time within which
and the manner in which objections or represen
tations may be made; and
(b) shall cause a notice to the like effect to be served on
every owner and on every other person who to the
knowledge o f the M inister has an estate or interest
in the land in the defined area, except persons
holding land on a monthly tenancy or tenancy for
a less p e rio d :

(c)

Local
Authority
affected by
scheme to
i)e notified.

Provided that failure to serve any such notice
shall "not in any manner invalidate such scheme;
and
shall consider any objection or representations
made to him in pursuance o f any such notice, and
if any person making such objection or represen
tation so requires, afford to that person an
opportunity to be heard.

9— (1) The Minister shall, before submitting a scheme
to the Governor in Council, cause to be furnished to the
L ocal A uthority within whose area the scheme is to be
operative, and where the scheme is to be operative within
the areas o f two or more L ocal Authorities, to each Local
A uthority affected by the scheme, particulars o f the
scheme for their consideration and representations.
(2) The particulars to be furnished under sub
section (1) o f this section shall include specifications and
estimates, and particulars relating to roads, water supply,
sewerage and lighting, if appropriate to the scheme.
(3) A n y local A uthority affected by a scheme may,
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner,
submit to the Minister any objections or representations in
respect o f the scheme which they desire to make.
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(4) The Minister shall consider any objections or
representations made to him in pursuance o f this section
and shall afford the Local A uthority making such ob jec
tions or representations an opportunity to be heard.
(5) In submitting a scheme to the Governor in
Council the Minister shall forw ard copies o f all objections
or representations made in pursuance o f this section which
have not been met or withdrawn.
10 — Every scheme submitted to the Governor in Council
under this P art o f this Law shall be accompanied by a to be nubplan o f the defined area and a statement giving such o f the “ heme™
details prescribed in the First Schedule to this Law as are First
applicable, and generally appropriate particulars o f such Schedu,e
scheme indicating—
(a) the manner in which it is intended that the
defined area shall be laid out and the land therein
used and, in particular, the land intended to be
used fo r the provision o f houses, fo r roads and for
open spaces;
(b) the approxim ate area o f the land to be acquired;
(c) the approximate number and the nature o f the
houses to be provided;
(d) the average number o f houses to be constructed
per acre;

(e)

i f the demolition o f existing houses and the'
erection o f new houses are proposed, the type o f
houses proposed to be erected;

(f)

i f the total demolition o f existing houses is not
proposed, ithe nature o f repairs, improvements
and reconstruction intended to be made;
(g) the time within which the scheme or any part
thereof is to be carried into effect;

(h)

the estimated cost of the scheme and the receipts
expected to be derived from sales, rents or any
other source;

(i)

the approximate number o f occupants intended to
be accommodated;

(j)

the arrangements for alternative accommodation
elsewhere o f occupants;

9
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(k)

such incidental, consequential and supplementary
provisions (including provisions as to the subse
quent variation o f the scheme) as may appear
necessary or proper fo r the purpose o f the
scheme;

(l)

objections or representations made by persons
affected by the scheme where such objections or
representations have not been met or withdrawn.

Approval of
schemes by
Governor in
Council.

11 —
The Governor in Council may approve any scheme
submitted to him by the Minister under this P art o f this
Law , or any part o f such scheme, either without modifica
tion or w ith such modifications as he thinks fit (including,
i f he thinks fit, the alteration o f the defined area so as to
exclude land therefrom but not so as to add land thereto)
but i f the Governor in Council considers the scheme
inadequate he may refuse to approve the scheme and may
require the Minister to cause to be prepared and to submit
to him an adequate scheme w ithin such time as he may fix,
or he may approve the scheme or any part thereof subject
to the condition that the Minister causes to be prepared
and submit to him a further scheme w ithin such time as
he may fix.1
2

Notice of
approval of
schemes.

12— U pon the approval o f a scheme by the Governor in
Council under this P art o f this Law the Minister shall
forthwith—
(a)

cause to be served on every owner o f land in the
defined area; and

(b)

cause to be served on every other person or Local
Authority who submitted objections or representa
tions to the M inister in respect o f the scheme; and

(c)

cause to be published in a daily newspaper,

a notice stating the date on which the scheme was approved
by the Governor in Council and naming a place at which
a copy o f the plan o f the defined area and particulars o f
the scheme (with modifications, if any) as approved may
be inspected.
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11

Submission
13—
W here after a scheme has been approved under this
of new
P art o f this Law, it appears to the Minister that any land schemes.
in the defined area should be improved or used otherwise
than as indicated in the scheme, the M inister shall cause
to be prepared and submit to the Governor in Council (in
accordance w ith the foregoing provisions o f this P art o f
this Law) a new scheme in relation to that land.

14—
W here land has been acquired by virtue o f the pro
Power to
carry scheme
visions o f this Law fo r the purpose o f any scheme then into effect.
without prejudice to any o f his other powers under this
Law, the D irector may fo r the purposes o f giving effect to
such scheme—
(a) lay out and construct public streets or roads and
open spaces on the land ;
(b) erect dwelling-houses on the land and convert any
building acquired thereon into dwelling-houses;
(c) alter, enlarge, repair or improve any dwellinghouse as acquired, converted or erected thereon
and fit out, furnish and supply any such house
with all requisite fittings and conveniences;
(d) execute such other works (whether similar to the
foregoing or not) as may be necessary fo r the
perfecting o f such scheme;
(e) let or lease, or with the consent o f the Minister,
sell any such dwelling-house subject to such
covenants and conditions as the Minister may1
approve either in regard to the maintenance' o f
the house or otherwise in regard to the use there
of, and upon any such sale he may with- the
approval of the Minister agree to the price being
paid by instalments or to payment o f part thereof
being secured by a mortgage of the premises.
P art III

Emergency Housing Schemes
Preparation
15 —
Where by reason o f the occurrence or apprehended
of emergency
occurrence o f any public calamity the Minister is satisfied housing,
that there is urgent need fo r the provision o f housing scheme.
accommodation either generally or in any particular area
or areas, the Minister shall forthwith cause to be prepared

12
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and submit to the Governor in Council proposals fo r the
provision o f such housing accommodation (hereafter in
this Law referred to as “ an emergency housing scheme” ).
Approval o f

hous^gncy
schemes.

Notice of
approval of
emergency
housing
scheme and
consequen
tial powers.

16— The Governor in Council may approve any
emergency housing scheme submitted to him by the
Minister, or any part o f such scheme, either without
modifications or w ith such modifications as he thinks fit,
or i f he considers the scheme inadequate he may refuse to
approve the scheme and may require the Minister to cause
to be prepared and to submit to him an adequate scheme
w ithin such time as he may fix, or he may approve the
scheme or any part thereof subject to the conditions that
the M inister cause to be prepared and submit to him a
further scheme w ithin such time as he may fix.
17— (1) W here an emergency housing scheme or any part
o f such scheme has been approved by the Governor in
Council, either w ith or without modification, the Minister
shall cause to be published in the Gazette and in a daily
newspaper a notice stating the date on which such scheme
was approved by the Governor in Council and naming a
place where particulars o f such scheme may be obtained.
(2) A t any time after the publication o f such notice
the D irector may, subject to the provisions o f such emer
gency housing scheme, exercise and perform such o f the
rights, powers and duties conferred or imposed by this Law
on the Director, including all rights, powers and duties in
relation to a housing scheme or a slum clearance scheme or
an improvement scheme, as are necessary fo r carrying into
execution such emergency housing scheme.
P art I V

PoWer to
demolition o f

jpsanUary

E ffect o f and Obligations consequent upon approved o f
slum clearance scheme or improvement scheme
18— (1) W here as respects any area declared by the
Minister to be a slum clearance area or an improvement
area> which is included in a slum clearance scheme or an
improvement scheme approved by the Governor in Council,
the Director is satisfied that any dwelling-house which is
occupied, or is o f a type suitable for occupation, is unfit
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for human habitation and is not capable at reasonable
expense o f being rendered so fit, he shall serve upon the
person having control o f the house, upon any other person
who is the owner thereof, and, so fa r as it is reasonably
practicable to ascertain such person, upon every mortgagee
thereof, a notice in the form set out in the Second Schedule
to this Law o f the time (being not less than twenty-one
days after the service o f the notice) and place at which the
condition o f the house and any offer w ith respect to the
carrying out o f works or the future user o f the house which
the person served w ith the notice may wish to submit w ill
be considered, and every person upon whom such a notice
is served shall be entitled to be heard when the matter is
so taken into consideration.

13

Second
Schedule.

(2) A person upon whom a notice is served under
subsection (1) o f this section shall, i f he intends to submit
an offer w ith respect to the carrying out o f works, within
twenty-one days o f the date o f the service o f the notice
upon him, serve upon the D irector notice in w riting o f his
intention to make an offer, and shall w ithin such reason
able period as the D irector may allow submit to him a list
o f the works which the said person offers to carry out.
(3) The Director may i f, after consultation w ith any
owner or mortgagee, he thinks fit to do so, accept an under
taking from the said person either that he w ill w ithin a
specified period carry out such works as w ill in the opinion
o f the D irector render the house fit fo r human habitation,
or that it shall not be used for human habitation until the
Director on being satisfied that it has been rendered fit for
that purpose cancels the undertaking.
(4) I f no such undertaking as is mentioned in sub
section (3) o f this section is accepted by the Director or
if, in a case where he has accepted such an undertaking, any
work to which the undertaking relates is not carried out
within the specified period, or the house is at any time used
in contravention o f the terms o f the undertaking, the
Director shall forthwith make a demolition order in the
form set out in the T hird Schedule to this Law requiring
that the house shall be vacated within a period to be
specified in the order, not being less than twenty-eight days

Third
Schedule.
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from the date on which the order becomes operative, and
that it shall be demolished w ithin sis weeks after the
expiration- of' that period, or, in either case, within
such longeF period as in the circumstances the
D irector deems it reasonable to specify, and shall serve a
copy o f the order upon every person upon whom he would
be required by subsection (1) o f this section to serve a notice
issued by him under that subsection. U pon service o f a
copy o f the order as herein prescribed the order shall
become operative.
(5) W hen a demolition order under this section has
become.operative the owner or owners o f the house to which
it applies shall demolish the house w ithin the time limited
in that behalf by the order and i f the house is not
demolished w ithin such time the Director may enter and
demolish the house and sell the materials thereof .
(6) A n y expenses incurred by the Director under
subsection (5) o f this section, after giving credit fo r any
amount realised by the sale o f materials, may be recovered
by the Director from the owner o f the house in the Resident
M agistrate^ Court as a civil debt, or i f there is more than
one owner, from the owners thereof in such shares as the
Resident M agistrate may determine to be just and
equitable. A n y owner who pays to the Director the full
amount o f his claim may in like manner recover from any
other owner such contribution, i f any, as the Resident
Magistrate may determine to be just and equitable.

cap. 3#3

(7) A ny surplus in the hands o f the Director shall
be paid by him to the owner o f the house or, i f there is more
than one" owner, shall be paid as such owners may agree.
I f there is more than one owner and the owners do not
agree-as to the-division o f the surplus-, the Director shall
be deemed by virtue o f this subsection to be a trustee o f the
surplus fo r the owners o f the house and the provisions o f
the Trustee Eaw which relate to payment into Court by
trustees shall have effect accordingly.8
*
(8) Ther Resident Magistrate in determining for the
p u rp oses o f this section the shares in which any expenses
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shall be paid or contributed by, or any surplus shall be
divided between, two or more owners o f a house, shall have
regard to their respective interests in the house, their
respective obligations and liabilities in respect o f main
tenance and repair under any covenant or agreement,
whether express or implied, and all the other circum
stances o f the case.
19—
(1) W hen any demolition order has become operative
Use of land
in reaped
no land to which the order applies shall be used fo r build of which
demolition
ing purposes or otherwise developed except subject to such order
has
restrictions and conditions, i f any, as the D irector may been made.
think fit to impose.
(2) A n y person who commences or causes to be
commenced or suffers to be commenced or continued
any work in contravention o f a restriction or condi
tion imposed under this section shall be guilty o f an
offence and shall on summary conviction thereof before a
Resident M agistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding five
pounds in respect o f each day during which the work exists
in such a form or state as contravenes the restriction or
condition.2
0
20— (1) When, in relation to any area declared by theImprovement
order and
Minister to be an improvement area and included in an enforcement
of notica.
improvement scheme approved by the Governor in Council
in the manner hereinbefore provided, the Director is
satisfied -that any house in the area can be Tendered fit for
human habitation at reasonable expense, he shall, so soon
as may be after the expiration o f fou r weeks from publica
tion o f notice o f the approval o f the scheme as prescribed
in section 12 o f this Law, make an order (in this Law
referred to as “ an improvement order” ) requiring the
improvement o f such house, and enforce compliance with
such order.
(2) A ite r the making o f an improvement order, the
Director shall forthwith serve on the owner, agent or other
person having control o f such house a notice in the form set
out in the Fourth Schedule to this L a w requiring the
execution o f all neeessary works and provision o f all
sanitary accommodation and other conveniences within such

Fourth
Schedule.
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reasonable time, not being less than twenty-one days, as
may be specified in the notice, and stating that, in the
opinion o f the D irector, such works w ill render the house
fit for human habitation.
(3) In addition to serving a notice under subsection
(2) o f this section on the owner, agent or other person
having control o f the house, the Director shall serve a copy
o f the notice on any person having an interest in the house,
whether as freeholder, mortgagee, lessee or otherwise.
(4) In determining fo r the purposes o f this P art o f
this L aw whether a house can be rendered fit for human
habitation at reasonable expense, regard shall be had to the
estimated cost o f the works necessary to render it so fit, and
the value which it is estimated that the house w ill have
when 'the works are completed.
(5) For the purposes o f this P art o f this Law, the
person who receives the rack-rent o f a house, whether on
his own account or as agent or trustee fo r any other person,
or who would so receive it i f the house were let at a rackrent, shall be deemed to be the person having control o f
the house.
In this subsection the expression “ rack-rent” means
rent which is not less than two-thirds o f the full net annual
value o f the house.
Enforcement
of notice
requiring
execution
of works.

21— (1) I f a notice under section 20 o f this Law
requiring the execution o f works is not complied with, then,
after the expiration o f the time specified in the notice or,
i f an appeal has been made against the notice under section
24 o f this Law , and upon such appeal the notice has been
confirmed with or without variation, after the expiration
o f twenty-one days from the final determination o f the
appeal, or o f such longer period as the Resident Magistrate
in determining the appeal may fix, the Director may do the
work required to be done by the notice or by the notice as
varied by the Resident Magistrate, as the case may be.
(2) W here the D irector is about to enter a house
under the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this section for
the purpose o f doing any work, he shall give to the person
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having control o f the house and, i f he thinks fit, to any other
person being an owner o f the house, notice in w riting o f
his intention so to do, and i f at any time after the
expiration o f seven days from the service upon such person
o f the notice, any workman or contractor employed by him
is in the house for the purpose o f carrying out any works,
the person upon whom the notice was served shall be
deemed to be obstructing the D irector in the execution o f
this Law and shall be guilty o f an offence and shall be
liable on summary conviction thereof before a Resident
Magistrate to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, unless he
proves to the satisfaction o f the Resident Magistrate that
there was urgent necessity to carry out the works in order
to obviate danger to occupants o f the house.
(3) A n y expenses incurred by the Director under this
section, together with interest at such rate as the Minister
may from time to time determine, from the date when a
demand for the expenses is served until payment, may,
subject as hereinafter provided, be recovered by the
Director in the Resident M agistrate’s Court as a civil debt
from the person having control o f the house or, i f such
person receives the rent o f the house as agent or trustee for
some other person, then either from him or from such other
person, or in part from him and as to the remainder from
that other person:
Provided that, i f the person having control o f the house
proves that he—
(a)

is receiving the rent merely as agent or trustee
for some other person; and

(b)

has not, and since the date o f the service on him o f
the demand has not had, in his hands on behalf o f
that person sufficient money to discharge the whole
demand o f the Director,

his liability shall be limited to the total amount o f the
money which he has, or has had, in his hands.4
(4) The Director may order any such expenses to be
payable by weekly or other instalments within a period not
exceeding twenty years, with interest at such rate as the
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M inister may from time to time determine in that
behalf from the date o f the service o f the demand until
the whole amount is paid, and any such instalments and
interest, or any part thereof, may be recovered in the
Resident M agistrate’ s Court as a civil debt from any owner
or occupier o f the house, and, i f recovered from an
occupier, may be deducted by him from the rent o f the
house.

Cap. 73.

(5) The amount o f any expenses and interest thereon
due to the Director under this section shall be a charge on
the premises in respect o f which the expenses were incurred,
and the Director shall fo r the purpose o f enforcing that
charge have all the powers and remedies conferred on a
mortgagee under the provisions o f the Conveyancing Law
and otherwise as i f he were a mortgagee by deed having
powers o f sale and lease, o f accepting surrenders o f leases,
and o f appointing a receiver.
(6) No action taken under this section or section 18
o f this Law shall prejudice or affect any other powers o f the
Director, or any remedy available to the tenant o f a house
against his landlord, either at common law or otherwise.

Owner of
land and
buildings
may be per
mitted to
carry out
slum clear
ance scheme
or improve
ment scheme.

22— (1) Notwithstanding the service o f a notice by or on
behalf o f the Minister in accordance w ith the provisions o f
section 12 o f this Law , the owner o f any land or building
specified in such notice may, w ith the permission o f the
Director, undertake fo r himself the clearance and recon
struction o f the land and buildings so specified, or the
improvement thereof, subject to the provisions hereinafter
contained.
(2) A ny application for such permission shall be
made by the owner, in writing, addressed to the Director
with fu ll particulars accompanied by plans, within four
weeks o f the date o f service o f the notice by or on behalf o f
the Minister. The D irector shall as soon as practicable
•thereafter consider the same and shall either refuse or accept
the application.
(3) I f the application is granted, the owner shall
within four weeks o f the date o f his being notified o f the
granting o f his application enter into a bond with one or
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more sureties, to be approved by the Director, in a sum not
less than the estimated cost o f clearance and’ reconstruction
o f the land and buildings or the improvement thereof, as
the case may be, and such bond shall be conditioned that
the owner shall pay such sum as aforesaid to the Director
upon failure to complete the clearance and reconstruction
o f such land and buildings or the improvement thereof, as
the case may be, w ithin a period to be specified in the bond
and in accordance with the scheme: Provided that, i f the
owner o f any such land and buildings fails to complete the
clearance and reconstruction thereof or the improvement
thereof, as the case may be, in accordance w ith the scheme,
to the satisfaction o f the Director, and w ithin the period
specified in the bond, subject to any variation or extensions
approved by the surety or sureties, the land and buildings
may, without prejudice to the enforcement o f the bond, be
acquired and cleared and reconstructed or improved in
accordance with the provisions o f this Law.
(4) Upon completion by the owner o f the clearance
and the reconstruction o f such land or buildings or the
improvement thereof, as the case may be, to the satisfaction
o f the Director, the D irector shall at the expense o f the
owner publish a notice in a daily newspaper stating that
the land and buildings specified in the bond comply with
the requirements of the scheme; and upon the publication
of the notice the land and buildings specified in the bond
shall be excluded from the operation o f the scheme and the
Director shall thereupon issue to the owner a certificate
signed by him to the effect that the land and buildings have
been so excluded.5
*
(5) A ny person who, after the service on him
o f a notice as specified in section 12 o f this Law, shall
undertake or cause to be undertaken any works o f recon
struction or improvement on any land or. buildings in a
slum clearance or improvement area before permission o f
the Director has been obtained, as prescribed in this
section, shall be guilty o f an offence against this Law, and
shall be liable on summary conviction thereof before a
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Resident Magistrate to a penalty not exceeding twenty
pounds, and the Resident Magistrate may, on the represen
tation o f the D irector, order such works or any part thereof
•to be demolished or altered so as to make it conform with
the scheme.
Resident
Magistrate
may em
power owner
or mortgagee
to execute
works on
default of
another
owner or
mortgagee.

23—
(1) I f it appears to a Resident M agistrate on the
written application of any owner or mortgagee of a house
in respect o f which a notice requiring the execution of
works has been served, or a demolition order has been
made, that ow ing to the default o f any other owner or
mortgagee of the house in executing any works required
to be executed on the house, or in demolishing the house,
the interests o f the applicant w ill be prejudiced, the
Resident M agistrate may make an order empowering the
applicant forthwith to enter on the house, and, within a
period fixed by the order, execute the said works or
demolish the house, as the case may be, and where it seems
to the Resident M agistrate proper so to do, he may make
a like order in favour of any other owner or mortgagee.
(2) Before an order is made under this section,
notice o f the application shall be given to the Director and
to any other owner or mortgagee who may be affected by
the order.
(3) Proceedings under this section shall be
determined by the Resident Magistrate in a summary
manner, and any order made by him shall be final.2
4

Appeals to
Resident
Magistrate

24— A ny person aggrieved by—
(a)

a notice under this P art o f this Law requiring
the execution o f works;

(b)

a demand fo r the recovery o f expenses incurred
by the D irector in the execution o f works speci
fied in any such notice;

(c)

an order made by the Director with respect to any
such expenses;

(d)

a demolition order under this Part o f this Law ;
or
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a restriction or condition imposed on the user o f
his land or by a subsequent refusal o f the Director
to cancel or m odify any such restriction or
condition,

may within twenty-one days after the service o f the notice,
demand, order or refusal, as the case may be, appeal to
the Resident Magistrate for the parish in which are
situate the premises to which the notice, demand, order or
refusal relates, and no proceedings shall be taken by the
Director to enforce any notice, demand or order in relation
to which an appeal is brought before the appeal has been
finally determined, and the Resident Magistrate shall
determine the matter summarily and make such order in
the matter as he thinks proper, and his decision shall be
final.
P art V
Acquisition o f Land
25— (l) A n y land (including land with buildings
thereon) which is under or by virtue o f the provisions o f
this Law proposed to be acquired for the purposes o f any
housing scheme, slum clearance scheme, improvement
scheme or emergency housing scheme, as approved by the
Governor in Council, or fo r purposes incidental to or
connected with any such scheme, may, subject to the pro
visions o f subsection (2) o f this section, be acquired in
accordance with the provisions o f the Land Acquisition
Law, and in relation to such acquisition the purposes
aforesaid shall be deemed to be public purposes.
(2) For the purpose o f the acquisition o f any land
as aforesaid the Land Acquisition Law shall have effect
subject to the follow ing modifications—
(a)

for all references in such Law to “ the Commis
sioner” there shall be substituted references to
“ the Director” (as defined in this L aw ); and

(b)

for the reference in subsection (1) o f section 16 o f
such Law to “ the Colonial Secretary” there shall
be substituted a reference to. “ the D irector” (as
defined in this Law) .
:

Acquisition
of land
required for
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26—
N othing in this Law shall authorise the compulsory
acquisition o f any land which is the property o f statutory
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undertakers, having been acquired by them for the pur
poses o f their undertaking.

Power of
Director to
make allow
ances to
certain
persons
displaced.

27—

The

D irector

may,

with

the

approval

of

Minister, pay out o f the H ousing Fund to any person dis
placed from any dwelling-house or other building in a slum
clearance area or an improvement area, as the case may be,
which has been acquired by virtue o f the provisions o f this
Law as being unfit fo r human habitation and not capable at
reasonable expense o f being rendered so fit, such reasonable
allowance as he thinks fit towards the expenses o f such
person in removing; and to any person carrying on any
trade or business in any such dwelling-house or other build
ing, he may also pay, with the approval o f the Minister,
such reasonable allowance as he thinks fit towards the loss
which, in his opinion, such person w ill sustain by reason o f
the disturbance o f his trade or business consequent on his
having to quit the house or building, and in estimating
such loss the D irector shall have regard to the period for
which the premises occupied by the said person might
reasonably liave been expected to be available for the
purpose o f his trade or business, and the availability o f
other premises suitable for such purpose.
P art V I
Completion o f Schemes and Consequential Powers
and Duties

Director to
carry out
schemes.

28— (1) It shall be the duty o f the Director, who is
hereby empowered so to do, to take steps fo r carrying into
execution any scheme, after such scheme has been approved
by the Governor in Council, in accordance with the con
ditions and provisions thereof, within such time as may be
specified in such scheme or within such further time as may
be allowed by the Governor in Couiieil.

the
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(2) The Director may in like manner and fo r the
purposes o f the scheme lay out, pave, sewer, and complete
all such roads upon the land acquired fo r the purposes o f
the scheme as he may think fit.
(3) Subject to the provisions o f subsections (4) and
(5) o f this section, where roads are laid out in accordance
with the requirements o f the scheme they shall be deemed
to be public roads to which section 4 o f the P arochial Boads
L aw applies and to be parochial roads within the meaning
of that L a w ; and the exclusive care, management, control
and superintendence of the said roads shall accordingly be
vested in the appropriate L ocal Authority.
(4) The Director shall notify the L ocal A uthority in
whom the exclusive care, management, control and super
intendence o f the roads are to be vested that the roads have
been laid out in accordance with the requirements of the
scheme and the L ocal Authority shall, if they are satisfied
that the roads are la id out in accordance with the require
ments of the scheme, pass a resolution to that effect (a copy
o f which shall be forwarded to the D irector by the Local
Authority) and upon the passing o f the resolution the pro
visions o f subsection (3) o f this section shall apply to the
said roads.
(5) In case o f any continuing dispute between the
Local Authority and the D irector as to whether or not any
roads are laid out in accordance with the requirements of
the scheme or in case o f any continuing refusal or con
tinuing neglect by the L ocal A uthority to com ply with the
provisions o f subsection (4) o f this section, the Director
shall refer the matter in dispute to the Minister for a
decision, and if the M inister is satisfied that the roads are
laid out in accordance with the requirements of the scheme
he shall issue a declaration to that effect to the D irector
and to the L ocal A uthority, and thereupon the provisions
of subsection (3) o f this section shall apply to the said
roads. The decision of the Minister under this subsection
shall be final.
(6) The D irector may engage with any person to
carry the whole or any part o f a scheme into effect, upon
such terms as the Director may deem expedient.

°®p - 277-
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(7)
W hen, and so soon as, a scheme has been com
pleted by the Director in accordance with the provisions
o f this Law, the Director shall give a certificate to that
effect to the M inister, and shall specify the date upon
which the buildings w ithin the area o f such scheme or any
part thereof were or shall be ready fo r habitation.
Assignment
of duties
of Director
to Local
Authorities.

29—
The D irector may, with the consent o f the Local
A uthority and with the approval o f the Minister, assign
to the Local A uthority named in a scheme duties and
functions (including the execution o f any public work or
the undertaking o f any public service) in relation to the
enforcement and carrying out o f such scheme, and shall
specify the time w ithin which such duties and functions
shall be undertaken and completed.

Recovery of
possession of
buildings
within areas
of approved
schemes.

30—
(1) W here any land or building has been acquired
by the Director fo r the purpose o f any scheme approved
in accordance w ith the provisions o f this Law, the
Director may serve on the owner and on the occupier of
such land or building or any part thereof within the area
o f such scheme a notice stating that the land or building
has been acquired fo r the purpose o f such scheme, and
requiring him to quit the said land or the building on or
before the expiration o f six weeks from the service o f the
notice. I f at any time after the date on which the notice
requires the land or building to be vacated any person is
in occupation o f the land or building or any part thereof,
the D irector may make complaint to the Resident Magis
trate o f the parish w ithin which the land or building is
situate and thereupon the Resident Magistrate shall by
warrant, in the form set out in the F ifth Schedule to this
Law , order vacant possession of the land or building or of
any part thereof to be given to the complainant within
such period as may be determined by the Resident
Magistrate.

Fifth
Schedule.

(2) A ny expenses incurred by the Director under
this section in obtaining possession o f any land or building
may be recovered by him from the said occupier o f that
land or building in the Resident Magistrate’ s Court as a
civil debt.
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(3) A n y person who, with knowledge that a scheme
in any area has been approved and applies to any land or
building, enters into occupation o f that land or o f any o f
such buildings or any part thereof after the approval o f
such scheme in such area, or permits any person to enter
into such occupation after such approval, shall be guilty
o f an offence, and shall be liable on summary conviction
thereof before a Resident Magistrate to a penalty not
exceeding ten pounds and to a further penalty o f two
pounds fo r every day or part qf a day on which the occu
pation continues after the conviction: Provided that no
person shall be afEected under this subsection unless the
notice required by the provisions o f subsection (1) o f this
section has been served.
31-r-(l) W here any premises in respect o f which any Power of
l - i - T i i
„
Resident
order or scheme under this Law has become operative iorm Magistrate
the subject matter o f a lease, either the lessor or the lessee lease where
premises

may apply in w riting to a Resident Magistrate fo r an demolished.
order under this section.
(2) Upon any such application as aforesaid, the
Resident Magistrate, after giving to any sub-lessee an
opportunity o f being heard, may, i f he thinks fit, make
an order for the determination o f the lease, or for the vari
ation thereof, and in either case such order may be made
unconditionally, or subject to such terms and conditions
(including conditions with respect to the payment of
money by any party to the proceedings to any other party
thereto by way o f compensation, damages, or otherwise)
as the Resident Magistrate may think just and equitable
to impose, regard being had to the respective rights,
obligations, and liabilities o f the parties under the lease
and all the other circumstances o f the case.
(3) In this section the expression “ lease” includes
an under-lease and any tenancy or agreement fo r a lease,
under-lease, or tenancy, whether the same be registered or
not, and the expression “ lessor” , “ lessee” , and “ sub-
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lessee” shall be construed accordingly and as including
also a person deriving title under a lessor, lessee or sub
lessee.
Provisions as
to apparatus
of statutory
undertakers
(In land
dealt with
by Director
undbr the
Law .

32— (1) W here the removal or alteration o f apparatus
belonging to statutory undertakers on, under, or over land
acquired by virtue o f the provisions o f this Law, or on,
under, or over a road running over, or through, or adjoin
ing any such land, is necessary for the purpose o f enabling
the D irector to exercise any o f the powers conferred upon
him by this Law , the Director shall have power to execute
works fo r the removal or alteration o f the apparatus,
subject to and in accordance with the provisions o f this
section.
(2) The Director shall serve on the undertakers
notice in w riting o f his intention, w ith particulars o f the
proposed works and o f the manner in which they are to be
executed, and plans and sections thereof and shall not
commence any works until-the expiration o i a period o f
twenty-eight days from the date o f service o f the notice,
and the undertakers may w ithin that period by notice in
w riting served on the Director—
(a)

object to the execution o f the works or any o f
them on the ground that they are not necessary
fo r the purpose aforesaid; or

(b)

state requirements to which, in their opinion,
effect ought to be given as to the manner of, or
the observance o f conditions in, the execution o f
the works, as to the execution o f other works for
the protection o f other apparatus belonging to
the undertakers, or as to the execution o f other
works fo r the provision o f substituted apparatus
whether permanent or temporary,

and i f objection is so made to any works and not withdrawn,
the D irector shall not execute the works unless they are
determined by arbitration to be necessary and i f any such
requirement is made and not withdrawn, the Director shall
give effect thereto unless it is determined by arbitration
to be unreasonable.
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(3) The D irector shall make to statutory under
takers reasonable compensation fo r any damage which is
sustained by them by reason o f the execution by the
Director o f any works under subsection (1) o f this section,
and which is not made good by the provision o f substituted
apparatus. A n y question as to the right o f undertakers
to recover compensation under this subsection or as to the
amount thereof shall be determined by arbitration.
(4) W here the removal or alteration o f apparatus
belonging to statutory undertakers, or the execution o f
works fo r the provision o f substituted apparatus, whether
permanent or temporary, is necessary fo r the purposes o f
their undertaking by reason o f the stopping up, diversion,
or alteration o f the level or width o f a road by the Director
under powers exercisable by virtue o f this Law, they may,
by notice in w riting served on the Director, require him
(at the expense o f the Director) to remove or alter the
apparatus, or to execute the works, and where any such
requirement is so made and not withdrawn, the Director
shall give effect thereto unless he serves notice in w riting
on the undertakers o f his objection to the requirement
within twenty-eight days from the date o f service o f the
notice upon him, and the requirement is determined by
arbitration to be unreasonable.
(5) A t least fourteen days before commencing any
works which he is authorised or required under the pre
ceding provisions o f this section to execute, the Director
shall, except in case o f emergency, serve on the under
takers notice in w riting o f his intention so to do, and the
works shall be executed by the Director under the super
intendence (at the expense o f the Director) and to the
reasonable satisfaction o f the undertakers:
Provided that, i f within fourteen days from the date o f
service on them o f notice under this subsection the under
takers so elect, they shall themselves execute the works in
accordance with the reasonable directions and to the
reasonable satisfaction o f the Director, and the reasonable
costs thereof shall be repaid to the undertakers by the
Director.
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(6) A n y difference arising between statutory under
takers and the Director under the last preceding subsection
and any matter which is by virtue o f the preceding provi
sions o f this section to be determined by arbitration shall
be so determined in the manner provided by the
A rbitration Law.
(7) In this section references to the alteration of
apparatus include references to diversion and alteration
o f position or level.
33—
(1) The Minister may, w ith the approval o f the
Governor in Council, by order extinguish any public right
o f way over any land acquired by virtue o f the provisions
o f this Law , but an order intended to be made under this
subsection shall prior to such approval be published in one
or more newspapers o f this Island at least once in every
week fo r a period o f six weeks, and i f any objection is
made thereto to the Governor in Council before the expira
tion o f six weeks from the date o f the first publication
thereof, the Governor in Council shall not approve the
order until he has caused a fu ll enquiry into the matter to
be made.
(2) Upon the acquisition by the Director o f any land
fo r the purposes o f this Law, all private rights o f way and
all rights o f laying down, erecting, continuing or main
taining any pipes, wires or cables on, under or over such
land (together w ith the property in such pipes, wires or
cables) and all other rights or easements in or relating to
such land shall, except so fa r as may be otherwise agreed
by the D irector and the person entitled to the rights in
question, vest in the Director, and any person who suffers
loss by the vesting o f any such right or property as afore
said shall be entitled to be paid by the Director reasonable
compensation. A ny question arising as to the amount o f
such compensation shall be determined by arbitration in
the manner provided in the Arbitration Law.
34—
(1) The Director may, for any purpose arising in
relation to the making, enforcement, or carrying out o f a
scheme, by notice in w riting, require the owner or occupier
o f any land or building in the area to which such scheme
relates or is intended to relate or any person receiving,
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whether for himself or for another, rent out o f any such
land or building, to state in w riting to the D irector within
a specified time not less than twenty-one days after being
so required, particulars o f the estate, interest or right by
virtue o f which he owns or occupies such land or building
or receives such rent, as the case may be, and the name and
address, and the estate, interest, or right (so fa r as they
are known to him) o f every person who to his knowledge
has any estate or interest in or right over or in respect o f
such land or building.
(2) Every person who is required under this section
to state in w riting any matter or thing to the Director, and
who either fails so to state such matter or thing within
the time appointed under this section or when so stating
any such matter or thing makes any statement in w riting
which is to his knowledge false or misleading in a material
particular, shall be guilty o f an offence under this section,
and shall be liable on summary conviction thereof before
a Resident Magistrate to a penalty not exceeding twenty
pounds.
35— The D irector or any person authorised in writing
by him in that behalf may at all reasonable times enter any
land, house, premises, or buildings—
(a)

fo r the purpose o f survey or valuation, in the
case o f land, houses, premises, or buildings which
are proposed to be acquired for the purposes of
this L aw ; or

(b)

for the purpose o f survey and examination, in
the case o f a house in respect o f which a notice
requiring the execution o f works has been served,
or a demolition order, or an improvement order,
has been made; or

(c)

for the purpose o f survey and examination, where
it appears to the Director that survey or examin
ation is necessary in order to determine whether
any powers under this Law should be exercised in
■respect o f the land, house, premises, or buildings.

Power of
entry for
inspection,
etc.
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36—
I f any person obstructs the D irector or any person
authorised in w riting by him to enter houses, premises, or
buildings in pursuance o f this Law in the performance o f
anything which the Director or such person is by this Law
required or authorised so to do, he shall be guilty o f an
offence, and shall on summary conviction thereof before a
Eesident M agistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding
twenty pounds.

Powers o f
dealing with
lands and
buildings.

37—
(1) W hen any land or buildings have been acquired
by the D irector fo r the purposes o f this Law, then, w ith
out prejudice to any o f his other powers under this Law,
the Director may—
(a) let or lease fo r any term o f years, or upon any
conditions, any land or buildings so vested in him
and accept surrenders o f any such leases as he
may think fit:
Provided that the Director shall not exercise
the powers conferred by this paragraph without
the prior sanction o f the Minister i f the Minister
so directs;
(b) w ith the consent o f the Minister, sell the land or
exchange it fo r land better adapted fo r such pur
poses, either w ith or without paying or receiving
any money fo r equality o f exchange.
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(2) The sale or lease o f any land or buildings vested
in the Director may be subject to such covenants and con
ditions as the Director, w ith the approval o f the Minister,
may impose either in regard to the maintenance o f the
houses as dwelling-houses, or otherwise in regard to the
use o f the houses and the laying out and use o f the land,
and upon any such sale he may, w ith the approval o f the
Minister, agree to the price being paid by instalments or
to a payment o f part thereof and the remainder being
secured by a mortgage o f the premises.
Conditions
to be
observed by
the Director
in letting
houses.

38—
The Director shall, in relation to the letting of
houses, observe the requirements specified in the following
provisions o f this section—
(a) the Director shall secure that in the selection of
tenants a reasonable preference is given to persons
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who are occupying insanitary or overcrowded
houses, have large families or are living under
unsatisfactory housing conditions, except so far
as the demand fo r housing accommodation in any
district on the part o f such persons can be satis
fied without such reservation;

(b)

in fixing rents, the Director shall take into con
sideration the rents ordinarily payable in the
locality, but may grant to any tenant such rebates,
from rent, subject to such terms or conditions, as
he may think fit;

(c)

the Director shall from time to time review rents
and make such changes, either o f rents generally
or o f particular rents, and rebates (if any) as
circumstances may require: Provided that the
Director shall not make any change o f rent
generally unless he has reported to the Minister
the proposal to make such change;

(d)

the Director shall make it a term o f every letting
that the tenant shall not assign, sub-let or other
wise part with the possession o f the premises, or
any part thereof, except w ith the consent in
w riting o f the Director, and shall not give such
consent unless it is shown to his satisfaction that
no payment other than a rent which is in his
opinion a reasonable rent has been, or is to be,
received by the tenant in consideration o f the
assignment, sub-letting or other transaction.

39— Notwithstanding anything contained in any other
Law—
(a) any instruments necessary for transferring or
vesting any land and buildings to or in the
Director, or by the Director to or in any person,
or relating to any lease, mortgage or other charge
or any release, in regard to which the Director is
a party, upon which, or in respect of which
stamp duties, registration or recording fees are
payable, shall be exempt from the payment o f such
stamp duties, registration or recording fees;

Exemption
in respect
of certain
duties, etc.
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the D irector shall in relation to all property what
soever held or dealt w ith by him fo r the purposes
o f this L aw be exempt from payment o f property
tax, income tax, customs duty, tonnage tax and
building and inspection fees.
P art V I I

Further Pow ers o f D irector
Power to
guarantee
loans for
erection of
dwellinghouses.

40—
(1) Subject to the provisions o f subsection (2) of this
section, the D irector may, with the approval o f the
Governor in Council, guarantee or join in guaranteeing the
payment o f interest and capital on money borrowed by a
person to purchase or to erect a dwelling-housej fo r his own
use, or to improve a dwelling-house owned and occupied by
him in any area in which a scheme is in operation.
(2) The total sum guaranteed under subsection (1)
o f this section shall not at any time exceed such sum as may
be specified by resolution o f the House o f Representatives
fo r the purposes o f the said subsection.

Power o f
Director to
make
advances to
persons for
the purpose
of improving
or increasing
housing
accommoda
tion.

41—
-(1) The D irector may, with the approval o f the
Minister, in any case where the D irector considers that,
having regard to the costs involved and the financial
position o f the applicant, it is reasonable to give such
assistance, advance money for purchasing or constructing
one or more houses, or for carrying out alterations or
repairs to any house o r houses.
(2) Every advance made under this section—

Form of
receipt for
advances and
effect thereof.
Sixth
Schedule.

(a)

shall carry interest at such rate as shall be fixed
from time to time by general direction o f the
Governor in Council on the amount o f every such
advance, or on so much thereof as shall for the
time being remain unpaid; and

(b)

shall be on such security as the D irector sees fit to
accept.

42—
The form o f receipt contained in the Sixth Schedule
to this Law, or any alteration thereof which may be made
by the Director, when signed by any person to whom an
advance may be made on account o f the loan therein
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mentioned shall be deemed to be a mortgage o f the lands,
hereditaments, premises and buildings therein described,
and shall confer on the Director the follow ing rights and
powers— ■
(a)

in respect o f all advances that may be made, not
exceeding the total amount payable thereunder,
whether the same be on account o f principal or
interest, and all expenses incurred by the Director
in respect o f enforcing or realising such mortgage,
a charge on the property specified in such receipt,
until repayment in fu ll o f such principal, interest
and expenses;

(b)

the same rights and powers as are conferred on
mortgagees under the provisions o f the Convey
ancing Law when the mortgage is made by deed,
and such rights and powers shall be exercisable
without giving the notice required by section 23
o f that L aw ;

(c)

the same rights and powers as are conferred on
mortgagees under the provisions o f the Registra
tion o f Titles Law by a mortgage registered under
that Law, and such rights and powers shall be
exercisable without giving the notice required by
section 100 o f that Law.

43— There shall be im plied in every receipt in the form
set out in the Sixth Schedule to this Law, or any alteration
thereof by the Director, the follow ing covenants on the
part o f the borrower (save such o f them as may be expressly
excluded by the Director) that is to say—
(a)

to expend the advance for the purposes specified
in the receipt and not otherwise;

(b)

to repay the said advance and all charges and
interest thereon at the time or times and in the
manner mentioned in the receipt, and to pay all
expenses incurred by the Director in enforcing or
realising the interest o f the D irector;

Cap. 73.

Cap. 340.
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(c)

to produce, at such times as may be required by
any person authorised in w riting by the Director,
an account showing the expenditure o f the moneys
advanced vouched on oath or by affirmation, or in
such other manner as may be required by the
person so authorised;

(d)

to repair, and keep in repair, all buildings and
improvements which shall have been, or shall be
restored, altered or erected upon the land;

(e)

to suffer and permit any person authorised by the
D irector in w riting, at all times during the
continuance o f the security created by the receipt
under this Law , to enter into and upon the land
and buildings, w ith or without surveyors or other
persons, to view and inspect the state o f repair
and condition o f the land, buildings or improve
ments;

(f)

to insure, and so long as any money remains
secured by the said receipt, to keep insured against
loss or damage by fire, earthquake and hurricane
and fire caused by earthquake or by hurricane,
in the name o f the D irector, his assigns or trans
ferees, in an insurance company to be approved
by the Director, all buildings, fixtures, and
erections which shall fo r the time being be erected
on the said land, and which shall be o f a nature
or kind capable o f being so insured, to the amount
secured by the receipt or such less sum as the
Director may determine; and when so required to
deposit w ith the Director, his assigns or trans
ferees the policy o f such insurance and within
seven days after each premium shall become
payable, the receipt fo r the payment o f such
premium; and the moneys which shall be received
on account o f any such insurance shall at the
option o f the Director, his assigns or transferees,
be applied either in or towards satisfaction o f the
moneys secured by the receipt or for the carrying
out o f the purposes,’ under the superintendence of
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the D irector, specified in the receipt: and that
on each breach or non-observance o f this covenant
the Director, his assigns or transferees, shall be
at liberty to effect such insurance and continue the
same fo r such period as they may deem fit, and the
costs and expenses paid on account thereof shall
be payable on demand and be a charge on the land,
and bear interest at the same rate as in the case
o f principal money overdue;
(g)

not to make any lease, or agreement fo r a lease,
without the consent in w riting o f the Director
first had and obtained, and any such lease or
agreement fo r a lease, made or entered into by
the borrower without such consent, shall be void
to all intents and purposes whatsoever.

44— The D irector may from time to time accept a first Direcl01,
mortgage or collateral security in any form o f which he ^ rtg“|®n
may approve other than the form specified in the Sixth
Schedule to this Law.

sixth

Schedule.

45— A ll receipts in the form set out in the Sixth Schedule Be<" rd and
x
.
I
registration*
to this Law, or any alterations thereof which mav be made
receipts
J

.

v

p for advances.

by the Director, shall be in duplicate and one copy thereof sixth
shall, within one month o f execution, be lodged and kept
in the Record Office, and indexed as a mortgage affecting
the lands and buildings mentioned in such receipt, or, in
the case o f land under the operation o f the Registration
o f Titles Law, one copy o f such receipt shall be lodged

cap. 340.

with the Registrar o f Titles, and he shall register the same
as a mortgage under the said Law.
46— A document in the form specified in the Seventh Document
A
in form of
Schedule to this Law. signed by the Director, shall be Seventh
°
J
. Schedule
sufficient to confer title on any purchaser and no such sufficient *0
.

confer title

purchaser shall be concerned to see or enquire whether such

on any

sale is properly made or whether any notice necessary to
be given has been given.
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47—
F or the purpose o f co-operating with the Director
in the preparation o f or the carrying into effect o f a scheme,
any public department or Local A uthority may, subject to
the approval o f the Governor in Council, enter into agree
ments fo r securing that any land which is under their
control, or which is in their occupation or vested in them
fo r public purposes or fo r the public service, shall, so far
as may be provided by any such agreement, be laid out and
used in conform ity with the general objects o f the scheme,
and any agreement so made may contain such consequential
and incidental provisions, including provisions o f a
financial character, as appear to be necessary or desirable,
having regard to the contents or proposed contents o f the
scheme.

Director em
powered to
close public
thoroughfares
for the pur
poses
of
Carrying out
necessary
works in re
lation to
scheme.

48—
The D irector shall have power (subject to the con
currence o f the appropriate Local A uthority and the
Director o f P ublic W orks), and is hereby authorised, to
close any public thoroughfare or highway w ithin the area
o f an approved scheme fo r the-purpose o f carrying out any
necessary works in.relation to such scheme.

Summary

procedure.

Right of
appeal to
Judge in
Chambers.

49—
W here any application is made under this Law to
a Resident Magistrate, the Resident Magistrate may sum
mon the parties to appear before him at a time and place
to be named in the summons, and upon the appearance o f
such parties, or in the absence o f any o f them, upon proof
o f the due service o f the summons, it shall be lawful for
the Resident Magistrate to hear and determine the question
at issue and the amount o f any compensation, and for that
purpose to examine such parties or any o f them and their
witnesses upon oath, and the costs o f every such enquiry
shall be at his discretion and he shall settle the amount
thereof.
50—
Except when otherwise provided, there shall be a
right o f appeal to a Judge o f the Supreme Court in
Chambers from any decision o f a Resident Magistrate:
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Provided the appeal is filed w ithin twenty-one days o f the
date o f such decision.
51—
^-The Minister may make regulations relating to the Regulations,
follow ing matters—
(a)

preventing and abating overcrowding;

(b)

the use o f the dwellings let by the D irector with
a view to the prevention o f nuisances and sanitary
defects;

(c)

the inspection o f houses and land vested in the
D irector;

(d)

the time, place and manner fo r the payment o f any
moneys payable under this L a w ;

(e)

prescribing the forms o f mortgages, charges,
leases and other instruments;

(f)

generally, fo r regulating the administration o f
schemes under this Law and fo r the purpose o f
carrying out the provisions o f this Law.

52—
(1) A n y notice, summons, writ or other proceeding Service
at Law or otherwise required to be served on the Director notIcesfor any o f the purposes o f this Law may be served upon
him by delivering it to him, or by leaving it at his office
with some person employed there, or by sending it by post
in a registered letter addressed to him at his office.
(2) Subject to the provisions o f the preceding sub
section, any notice, order, or other document required or
authorised to be served under this Law may be served
either—
(a) by delivering it to the person on whom it is to be
served; or
(b) by leaving it w ith some responsible person at the
usual or last known place o f abode o f that person;
or
(c) by sending it in a prepaid letter addressed to that
person at his usual or last known place o f abode:
Provided that such place o f abode is within a
postal delivery district; or

of
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(d)

in the case o f an incorporated company or body,
by delivering it to the secretary or clerk o f the
company or body at their registered or principal
office or sending it in a prepaid letter addressed
to the secretary or clerk o f the company or body
at that office; or

(e)

i f it is not practicable after reasonable inquiry
to ascertain the name or address o f any such
person on whom it should be served, by address
ing it to him by the description o f “ owner” or
“ lessee” , or “ occupier” (or as the case may be)
o f the premises (naming them) to which it relates,
and by delivering it to some responsible person on
the premises or, i f there is no responsible person
on the premises to whom it can be delivered, by
affixing it, or a copy o f it, to some conspicuous
part o f the premises.

Exemption
W m *

53— The D irector and all persons employed by or under
him shall be exempt from personal liability for. any act
done in the execution or intended execution o f this Law
and all damages and costs which may be recovered against
the Director in any proceedings in respect o f acts so done
shall be defrayed from the General Revenue o f the
Island.

Director
MinSto'a

5 4 — The exercise or discharge by the D irector of any
powers or duties conferred or imposed upon him by this
L a W shall be subject to the directions o f the Minister.

directions.

EstablishHousing
Fond.
sources of
Housing

Fand'

55— There shall be established a fund to be known as the
Housing Fund which shall be available fo r the purposes o f
this Law .
56— (1) The H ousing Fund shall consist of—
(a)

sums appropriated thereto from the revenues and
funds o f the Island, including sums received by the
Government from time to time as grants or con
tributions for the purpose o f housing in the
Island;
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(b)

sums received by the D irector pursuant to any
scheme under this Law (including sums arising
from the sale or rental o f lands or buildings);
(c) sums accruing by way o f interest on moneys o f the
Housing Fund deposited w ith the Accountant
General in accordance with section 57 o f this
L aw ; and
(d) such other sums as may from time to time accrue
to the Housing Fund under this Law or otherwise.
(2) The unexpended balance o f all sums deposited
with the Accountant General for use by the Central Housing
Authority together w ith any sums in the custody o f the
Central Housing A uthority due fo r deposit with the
Accountant General for the purpose o f housing in this
Island shall, upon the coming into operation o f this Law,
be transferred to the Housing Fund.
Custody
of
57—
The H ousing Fund or any part thereof may Housing
be
Fund.
deposited with the Accountant General or w ith any bank
in which public moneys o f the Island may law fully be
deposited.
Housing
58—
(1) The Minister shall in each financial year cause
Estimates.
to be prepared and submit to the Governor in Council
estimates o f the amounts accruing to and to be expended
from the Housing Fund during the succeeding financial
year (hereafter in this Law called “ the Housing
Estimates” ).
(2) The Governor in Council may approve the
Housing Estimates so submitted either without amendment
or w ith such amendments as he may think fit and the said
Estimates as so approved shall be submitted to the House
o f Representatives fo r approval, before or as soon as may
be practicable after the commencement o f the financial year
to which such Estimates relate.
(3) I f the Minister is satisfied after the Housing
Estimates fo r any financial year have been approved by the
House o f Representatives that it is necessary or expedient
to add to the amounts to be expended from the Housing
Fund as shown in such Estimates, he may cause to be
prepared and submit to the Governor in Council supple
mentary estimates o f the additional amounts to be expended
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from the H ousing Fund during that financial year (here
after in this Law called “ the Supplementary Housing
Estimates” ).
(4) The Governor in Council may approve the Sup
plementary H ousing Estimates so submitted either without
amendment or w ith such amendments as he may think fit,
and the said Estimates when so approved shall be submitted
to the House o f Representatives fo r approval.
(5) Notwithstanding the provisions o f subsections
(3) and (4) o f this section, the House o f Representatives
may by resolution authorise the Minister, generally or
specifically, to sanction the application o f the unexpended
portion o f any amount provided fo r a particular purpose
in the H ousing Estimates or in the Supplementary Housing
Estimates (as the case may be) to any other purpose specified
in such Estimates.
Application
of Housing
Fund.

59— The A ccountant General shall, in each financial year
on the warrant o f the Governor, issue and apply out o f
the H ousing Fund such sums, not exceeding the sums
allocated in the H ousing Estimates and the Supplementary
Housing Estimates as approved by the House o f Represen
tatives fo r that financial year or sanctioned by the Minister
in accordance w ith the provisions o f subsection (5) o f
section 58 o f this L aw , as may be required for the purposes
expressed in the several heads o f such estimates: Provided
that any sum which has been appropriated to the Housing
Fund from loan funds raised under any Law shall be
applied fo r no purpose contrary to the provisions o f that
Law.
P art IX

Repeal and Transitional
Repeal and
transitional.

Cap. 360.

60— (1) A s and from the appointed day the follow ing
provisions shall have effect—
(a) the Slum Clearance and Housing Law shall
be repealed and the Central Housing Authority
established under that Law shall be dissolved;
(b) all land and other property o f whatever kind
(including things in action) vested in the Central
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Housing A uthority immediately before the ap
pointed day shall vest in the D irector;
(c)

the Director shall have all the rights, privileges
and advantages and, subject to the provisions o f
subsection (2) o f this section, all liabilities and
obligations, to which the Central Housing
Authority were immediately before the appointed
day entitled or, as the case may be, subject; and

(d)

references in any deed, contract, bond or security
to the Central Housing A uthority shall have
effect to all intents and purposes as i f they were
references to the Director.

(2) No legal proceedings shall be commenced against
the Director after the expiration o f three months from the
appointed day in respect o f any liability in tort to which
the Director is made subject by virtue o f the provisions o f
subsection (1) o f this section.
(3) A n y legal proceedings pending immediately
before the appointed day by or against the Central Housing
Authority shall be continued on and after that day w ith the
substitution o f the Director fo r the said Central Housing
Authority as a party to the proceedings.
(4) In this section “ appointed day” means such day
as the Governor may by order appoint fo r the purposes o f
this section: Provided that no day shall be so appointed
until the Director has been appointed in accordance with
section 3 o f this Law and has assumed the duties o f his
office.
61— (1) The Governor in Council may by order direct
that any arrangement or scheme made with the approval of
the Governor in Council as a result o f the hurricane which
occurred on the 17th day o f August, 1951, and which is in
operation immediately before the coming into force o f
such order shall fo r the purposes o f this Law be deemed
to be an emergency housing scheme approved in accordance
w ith section 16 o f this Law and the Governor in Council
may in such order provide fo r the administration o f such

Existing
Hurricane

Housing
^Schemes.
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arrangement or scheme by the Director who shall there
upon in relation to such arrangement or scheme have all
the rights, powers and duties conferred or imposed by this
Law on the D irector in relation to an emergency housing
scheme: P rovided that nothing in such order shall affect
anything validly done under or by virtue o f such arrange
ment or scheme or, save as provided in subsection (2) o f
this section, any right, obligation or liability arising there
under before the coming into force o f such order.
(2) A n order made under subsection (1) o f this
section may provide that, as and from a day specified in
such order (hereinafter referred to as “ the specified day” ),
all land and other property o f whatsoever kind (including
things in action) vested in the Colonial Secretary immedi
ately before the specified day in pursuance and fo r the
purposes o f any arrangement or scheme aforesaid shall as
and from the specified day vest in the D irector, who shall
from such day be entitled to all the rights, privileges and
advantages, and be subject to all the liabilities and obliga
tions, to which the Colonial Secretary, was immediately
before the specified day entitled or, as the case may be,
subject under any deed, contract, bond or security made or
given in pursuance and fo r the purposes o f any arrange
ment or scheme aforesaid, and every such deed, contract,
bond or security shall have the effect to all intents and
purposes as i f the references therein to the Colonial
»

Secretary were references to the Director.
(3) For the avoidance o f doubt it is hereby declared
that where an order has been made under subsection (1) o f
this section directing that any arrangement or scheme
aforesaid shall fo r the purposes o f this Law be deemed to
be an emergency housing scheme approved in accordance
with section 16 of this Law , the provisions o f section 25
o f this Law shall have effect in relation to the acquisition
o f any land fo r the purposes o f such scheme or arrangement
or fo r purposes incidental thereto or connected therewith.
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Consequential amendments to the Building Societies Law
62— A s and from the appointed day (as defined in sub- Amendment
section (4) o f section 60 o f this Law ) the Building Societies sodeties115
Law shall be amended in the follow ing respects—
^ waS n8
69-73

(a)

by deleting from section 69 o f the Law the defini- (mclUBIT8)
tions o f “ A uthority” and “ Scheme” and inserting
instead the follow ing definitions—
“ “ D irector” means the D irector o f Housing
appointed in accordance with section 3 o f
the Housing L a w ;
“ Scheme” means a Housing Scheme, a Slum
Clearance Scheme, an Improvement
Scheme, an Emergency Housing Scheme
and a Scheme varying or revoking an
existing Scheme, approved by the Governor
in Council in accordance w ith the pro
visions o f the Housing L a w ;” ;

(b)

by deleting from subsection (1) o f section 70 o f the
Law the words and numerals “ section 33 o f the
Slum Clearance and Housing L aw ” and inserting
instead the words and numerals “ section 22 o f the
Housing L aw ” ;

(c)

by repealing subsection (2) o f section 70 o f the Law
and

substituting

therefor the follow ing sub

section—
“ (2) Every application to a Society fo r a loan
under subsection (1) o f this section shall first be
submitted for the consideration o f the Director
who shall either
application.” ;
(d)

approve

or

disallow

the

by deleting the w ord “ A uthority” wherever it
appears in sections 70, 71, 72, 73, and in the mar
ginal note to section 72, o f the Law and inserting
instead the word “ D irector” ;
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(e)

bv deleting from section 73 o f the Law the w ofd
“ become” and inserting instead the word
“ becomes” ;

(f)

by deleting the marginal note “ Section 78”
appearing opposite the Seventh Schedule to the
L aw and inserting instead the marginal note
“ Section 74” .

1955
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FIRST SCHEDULE

(Section 10)

The H ousing Law ,

H ousing, S lum Clearance and I mprovement Schemes

To be accompanied by a plan showing the area proposed to be
acquired in relation to adjoining or adjacent property and distinguish
ing by numbers the plots variously owned which it is proposed to
acquire.
The general outlines of the scheme to be stated.
The following details to be given in respect of each p lot:—
P lot I.

D etails

(a) Name and address of owner.
(b) Brief description of buildings.
(c) Superficial area of plot, also showing that covered by build
mgs.
(d) Water Supply.
(e) Sanitary arrangements.
(f) Number of occupants per room and total.
(g) Rentals payable, in detail with total.
(h) Value of buildings as per assessment roll.
,(i) Amount of rates payable and by whom.
(j) Estimated amount of compensation payable.
SECOND SCHEDULE
H ousing L a w , 1955

(Section 18 (1))

p

Form of Notice under Section 18 (1) of the Housing Law, 1955

To

the person having control of the dwelling-house W
and to «
the
Owners of the said house and to M
Mortgagees of the said house:
Whereas the Director of Housing (hereinafter referred to as “ the
Director’ ’) is satisfied that the abovementioned dwelling-house, which
is occupied or is of a type suitable for occupation, is unfit for human
habitation and is not capable at a reasonable expense of being rendered
so fit:
T ake N otice that the condition of the abovementioned house and
any offer with respect to the carrying out of works or the future user

of the house will be considered by the Director at.................................
on...................................................... W the..................................... day ol
.......................................,19............ at.................. in the.................. noon
when any of the persons to whom this notice is addressed will be
entitled to be heard.
Dated this............................. day of................................... 19..........

Director of Housing
D irection s fo r filling u p this F o rm

t1) Name, residence or place of business, and description, where
known.
<*) Such a description of the dwelling-house as may be sufficient for
its identification.
v) Not less than 21 days’ notice must be given.
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THIRD SCHEDULE
H

o u s in g

L

aw

,

(Section 18 (4) )

1955

F o r m o f O rder fo r D e m o litio n o f a D w e llin g -H o u se

Whereas the Director of Housing (hereinafter referred to as “ the
Director” ) after complying with the requirements of section 18
of the Housing Law, 1955, is satisfied that the dwelling-house
(i).............................................................................................being occupied
or being of a type suitable for occupation is unfit for human habitation
and is not capable at a reasonable expense of being rendered so fit
and has not accepted an undertaking from an owner or mortgagee with
respect to the carrying out of works or the future user of the house:
Now therefore the Director in pursuance of subsection (4) of section
18 of the Housing Law, 1955, orders as follows:—
(1) That the said dwelling-house be vacated within <*>...............
days from the date on which this Order becomes operative;
(2) That the said dwelling-house be demolished within six <2
3>
weeks after the date of expiration of the last-mentioned
period.
Dated this..............................day of................................... 19..........
(To be sealed with the Official Seal of the Director and signed
by him or any person authorised to sign on his behalf.)
D ire ctio n s fo r filling u p th is F o r m

a) Such a description of the dwelling-house as may be sufficient for
its identification.
(?) This period must not be less than 28 days.
W A longer period may be specified if the Director thinks fit.

FOURTH SCHEDULE
H

o u s in g

L

aw

(Section 20 (2)

, 1955

F o r m o f N o tic e req u irin g th e p e rs o n h avin g co n tr o l o f a D w ellin g H o u s e to e x e c u t e w ork s u n d er s e c tio n 20 o f th e H o u sin g L a w , 1955.

To 1
the person <x>
s
having control of the dwellinghouse
Take Notice: —
(1) That the Director of Housing (hereinafter referred to as “ the
Director” ) is satisfied that the abovementioned house, which
is occupied or is of a type suitable for occupation is unfit for
human habitation in the respects hereinafter mentioned;
(2) That the Director is not satisfied that it is incapable at
reasonable expense of being rendered fit for human habita
tion;
(3) That in pursuance of subsection (2) of section 20 of the
Housing Law, 1955, the Director requires you within a period
of (°)
days, ending on the
day of
19
to execute the following works,
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which will in the opinion of the Director render the house fit
for human habitation, namely <d>
Dated this............................. day of.............. 1.................. 19..........

Signature of the Director
or person authorised to
sign on his behalf.
D irectio n s fo r filling u p this F o rm

(a) Name, residence or place of business and description, where
known, of person having control of the house.
(b) Such a description of the house as may be sufficient for iden
tification.
io) Time allowed for execution of works, being in no case less than
21 days. (Particular care should be taken that the time allowed
is reasonably sufficient for the purpose).
<d) Specification in detail of works to be executed.
(a) The person having control of a house is defined in subsection (5)
of section 20 of the Law as the person who receives the rackrent of the house, whether on his own account or as agent or
trustee for any other person, or who would so receive it if the
house were let at a rack-rent. Rack-rent means a rent which
is not less than two-thirds of the full net annual value of the
house.

FIFTH SCHEDULE

(Section 30 (1)

H ousing L a w , 1955
W a rra n t to P e a c e O fficers to ta k e and g iv e P o ssessio n

Whereas (set forth the complaint)
I ............................................................. ......Resident Magistrate for the
parish of........................................................................ydb authorise and
command you, on any day after................................................ days from
the date hereof (except on Sunday, or any public holiday, to be added
if necessary) between the hours of eight in the forenoon and five in
the afternoon, to enter (by force, if needful) with or without the aid
of any other person or persons whom you may think requisite to call
to your assistance into and upon the said tenement, and to eject
thereout any person, and of the said tenement full and peaceable
possession to deliver to the Director of Housing.
Given under my hand this......................... day of............ ............. 19...
To.........................................................................................................and
all other Constables and Peace Officers acting for the parish of
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SIXTH SCHEDULE

1955
(Sections 42, 43, 44 and 45)

T he H ousing L a w , 1955

Deceived from the Director of Housing the sum of
(amount)
on account of a loan of
(amount)
to be made under the terms
of the Housing Law, 1955, in respect of
(state details)
; the
loan to be made in instalments, the receipt of each instalment being
dependent on my satisfying the Director of Housing or any person
authorised by him in writing, that the previous instalment has been
duly expended for the purposes for which the loan is to be made.
The said loan, together with interest and all charges thereon, to be
repayable by monthly instalments of
(amount)
on the
day in each and every month for
years from the date hereof or
(as the case may be). If default be made in payment of any of the
said monthly instalments, or if there be any breach or non-observance
of any of the covenants expressed or implied herein, the whole principal
gum then unpaid shall become immediately payable without further
demand. I fully understand that the signing of this receipt makes me
liable to the covenants set out in the Housing Law, 1955, and confers
on the Director of Housing the rights and powers specified in the said
Law.
■ Dated this..........................day of........................................ 19........(Signature of Borrower)
Witness..................................................................
(Signature of Witness)
SEVENTH SCHEDULE

(Seotion 46)

H ousing L a w , 1955

I,
(name)
Director of Housing, in pursuance of the
powers conferred on me under the abovementioned Law, hereby in
consideration of
(amount)
paid to me by
(name and address
of purchaser)
sell and transfer all and every the estate interest of
(borrower)
a person to whom advances have been made under
the said Law, of and in
(dfescribe property)
to the said
(purchaser).
Dated this..........................day of........................................ 19........
Director of Housing

) Kj

